
HOUSE No. 2551
Mr. Dole of Shelburne presented a petition of Arthur G. Rotch for 

legislation to enable the Department of Public Welfare to co-operate 
more fully with the federal government in connection with the ad
ministration of aid to dependent children. Public Welfare.

Cfic Commontoealti) of 00assaci)usctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act to enable the department of public welfare 
to co-operate more fully with the federal govern
ment in connection with the administration of 
aid to dependent children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two of chapter one hundred
2 and eighteen of the General Laws, as appearing in
3 section one of chapter four hundred and thirteen of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby
5 amended by inserting after the word “ welfare” in the
6 first line the words: — , subject to the supervision of
7 the department and in compliance with the rules and
8 regulations adopted by the department pursuant to
9 the provisions of this chapter, — so as to read as

10 follows: — Section 2. In every town the board of
11 public welfare, subject to the supervision of the depart-
12 ment and in compliance with the rules and regulations
13 adopted by the department pursuant to the provisions
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14 of this chapter, shall aid every parent in properly
15 bringing up, in his or her own home, each dependent
16 child if such parent is fit to bring up such child, but
17 no aid shall be granted under this chapter for or on
18 account of any child unless (1) such child has resided
19 in the commonwealth one year immediately preceding
20 the application for such aid, or (2) such child was born
21 within the commonwealth within one year immediately
22 preceding such application, if its mother has resided
23 in the commonwealth for one year immediately pre-
24 ceding the birth. The aid furnished shall be sufficient
25 to enable such parent to bring up such child or children
26 properly in his or her own home. Nothing in this
27 chapter shall be construed as authorizing any public
28 official, agent or representative, in carrying out any
29 provision of this chapter, to take charge of any child
30 over the objection of either the father or the mother
31 of such child, or of the person standing in loco parentis
32 to such child, except pursuant to a proper court order.

1 Section  2. Said chapter one hundred and eighteen
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section five,
3 as so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following: —
5 Section 5. The department shall supervise the
6 administration of this chapter, and for this purpose
7 may adopt rules and regulations for its efficient ad-
8 ministration, and may take such further action as
9 may be necessary or desirable for carrying out its

10 purposes in conformity with all requirements govern-
11 ing the allowance of federal aid to the state as a grant
12 for aid to dependent children. The rules and regula-
13 tions adopted by the department may include, among
14 others, provisions relative to notice and reimburse-
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15 ment, provisions for the organization of the activities
16 of local boards under this chapter, including provisions
17 as to adequacy of personnel and for a uniform system
18 of records and accounts to be kept by the local boards,
19 and the manner and form of making reports to the
20 department. The department may visit and inspcet
21 any or all families so aided, and shall have access tc
22 any records and other data kept by such boards or
23 their representatives relating to such aid, and mav
24 require the production of books and papers and the
25 testimony of witnesses under oath. The department
26 shall make an annual report to the general court, and
27 shall make such reports to the social security board
28 established under the federal social security act, ap-
29 proved August fourteenth, nineteen hundred and
30 thirty-five, as may be necessary to secure to the com-
31 monwealth the benefits of said act.




