
HOUSE . . . .  No. 2562

CJje Commontocalti) of ass a dni setts

H o u s e  o p  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , June 4, 1941.

The committee on Labor and Industries, to whom 
were referred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, 
Xo. 1) as relates to a study of the unemployment com
pensation law with a view to assisting men after military 
service who are unable to find employment (page 10), 
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 33) of 
George W. Stanton that provision be made for the pay
ment of unemployment compensation benefits to persons 
m the military or naval service of the United States, and 
to dependents of such persons, the petition (accompanied 
by bill, Senate, No. 68) of Chester A. Dolan, Jr., that 
provision be made for the payment of certain unemploy
ment compensation benefits due to persons upon entrance 
mto the military or naval service of the United States, 
the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 249) of 
Labor’s Non-Partisan League of Massachusetts, by Clive 
Knowles, secretary, that provision be made for the pay
ment of unemployment compensation benefits to per
sons entering the naval or military service, the petition 
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 421) of Charles W 
Olson for legislation relative to certain rights and bene
fits under the unemployment compensation law of per
sons in the military or naval service during the present 
emergency, the petition (accompanied by bill, House 
No. 422) of Charles W. Hedges for legislation to provide 
lor payment of unemployment compensation to certain 
persons in the military or naval services of the United 
States, the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No 567) 
of Charles W. Hedges that employers be exempted from
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making unemployment compensation contributions to 
persons absent on military or naval duty, the petition 
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 579) of Daniel F. Sul
livan and George T. Walsh for payment of unemploy
ment compensation benefits to persons in the military 
or naval service of the United States and to dependents 
of such persons, the petition (accompanied by bill, House, 
No. 799) of Harold S. Pedler for legislation to extend the 
provisions of the unemployment compensation law to 
soldiers and sailors after completion of military or naval 
service, the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 
1140) of Clive Knowles to provide for unemployment 
compensation benefits for persons entering the naval or 
military services of the United States, and the petition 
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 1681) of the National 
Guard Association of Massachusetts for legislation to 
protect certain unemployment benefits of persons in the 
armed forces of the United States, report the accompany
ing bill (House, No. 2562).

For the committee,

JOHN W. VAUGHAN.
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»  Commontuealtf) of f^assacfnisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t

COM PENSATION B E N E F IT S  TO PER SO N S U PO N  T ER M IN A 

TION OF SER V IC E IN  T H E  M ILITA R Y  OR NAVAL FO RCES 

OF THE U N ITED  STATES D U R IN G  T H E  PR E S E N T  N A TIO N A L 

EM ERGENCY.

1 II hereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to expedite the
3 payment of unemployment compensation benefits to
4 persons upon the termination of service by them in
5 the military or naval forces of the United States dur-
6 ing the Present national emergency, therefore it is
7 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
8 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Any person who is inducted into any
2 branch of the military or naval service of the United
3 States, or who enlists or volunteers for induction under
4 the terms of the Selective Service and Training Act 
o of 1940, or who is inducted into any branch of the
6 military or naval service of the United States under
7 Publlc Resolution -  No. 96 — 76th Congress, or Acts
5 or Resolutions in amendment thereof, and terminates 
9 such military or naval service, shall be entitled to re-

10 ceive weekly benefits for unemployment under the



4 HOUSE — No. 2562. [June

11 provisions of the Unemployment Compensation Law,
12 as modified by this act, if —
13 (a) He has filed a claim for benefits at a date sub-
14 sequent to his termination of active military or naval
15 service, but prior to April first next but one succeeding
16 the date of such termination; and
17 (b) He has made application under the provisions
18 of said Selective Service and Training Act of 1940, or
19 Public Resolution — No. 96 — 76th Congress, or Acts
20 or Resolutions in amendment thereof, for his former
21 position in permanent employment, if any, within
22 forty days from his termination of active military or
23 naval service; or has satisfied the director of the divi-
24 sion of unemployment compensation that he has had
25 reasonable cause for not having made such application
26 within said period of forty days, and, in addition, has
27 satisfied said director that he has subsequently made
28 reasonable effort to re-enter his former position in
29 permanent employment or other suitable employ-
30 rnent; and
31 (c) He is otherwise eligible for weekly benefits for
32 unemployment under the provisions of the Unemploy-
33 ment Compensation Law.

1 Section 2. (a) The aggregate amount of benefits
2 payable to such person shall be the total amount of
3 benefits not previously paid to him, based on the total
4 of wages paid in the base period effective at the time
5 of induction or enlistment into service, as base period
6 is defined in section one of chapter one hundred and
7 fifty-one A of the General Laws, plus the total amount
8 of benefits based on the total of wages paid during
9 the calendar year next succeeding such base period.

10 (b) The weekly benefit rate for each week of un-



11 employment shall be an amount based on the highest
12 quarterly wages paid under the provisions of sub-
13 section (a) of this section.
14 (c) 1 he aggregate amount of benefits and weekly
15 benefit rate for unemployment under provisions of
16 subsections (a) and (6) of this section shall apply for 
1- the remainder of the benefit year in effect at the time
18 of such person’s release from active military or naval
19 service and the balance of such aggregate amount of
20 benefits to his credit at the end of such benefit year,
21 as benefit year is defined in said section one of said
22 chapter one hundred and fifty-one A, and the weekly
23 benefit rate for unemployment shall apply for the
24 first full benefit year after termination of active mili- 
2o tary or navaI service; provided, that in no benefit
26 year will benefits be paid in an amount for more than
27 twenty times the weekly benefit rate.
28 (d) If the aggregate amount of benefits for the
29 first full benefit year after his termination of active
30 military or naval service is greater under the pro-
31 visions contained in section seventeen of said chapter
32 one hundred and fifty-one A, he shall be paid such
33 greater amount and at such weekly rates as therein
34 provided, in which event the balance of such aggregate
35 amount as provided in subsection (c) of this section
36 shall be cancelled at the completion of compensable
37 weeks for unemployment at the end of the benefit
38 year in effect at his termination of active military or
39 naval service.

1 S e c t i o n  3 .  For the purposes of employers’ ex-
2 perience rating, wages paid in all base periods used
3 in this act to compute reserved benefits for an indi-
4 vidual shall be deemed to be wages earned in a single
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5 base period; provided, that benefit wages used in
6 such computation that were previously charged to
7 the experience of an employer shall not be charged
8 again.

1 S e c t i o n  4. If, under an act of Congress, payments
2 with respect to the unemployment of persons who
3 have completed a period of active military or naval
4 service are payable by the United ¡states, such per-
5 sons shall be disqualified for benefits with respect to
6 any week until he has exhausted all his rights to such
7 payments from the United States.

1 S e c t i o n  5. All provisions of the Unemployment
2 Compensation Law, except as otherwise provided
3 by this act, shall remain in full force and effect.

1 S e c t i o n  6 . The director of the division of unem-
2 ployment compensation may take such action and
3 prescribe such procedure as he deems advisable or
4 necessary for the administration and enforcement of
5 this act.






