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REPORT OF AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY 
BY THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 
AND THE CHAIRMAN OF THE STATE 
PLANNING BOARD OF PROBLEMS CON
NECTED WITH THE STIMULATION OF 
HANDICRAFTS THROUGHOUT THE COM
MONWEALTH.

B o st o n , June 27, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

Chapter 13 of the Resolves of 1941, providing for an 
investigation and study by the Commissioner of Educa
tion and the Chairman of the State Planning Board of 
problems connected with the stimulation of handicrafts 
throughout the Commonwealth, reads as follows:

Resolved, That the commissioner of education and the chairman of 
the state planning board are hereby authorized and directed to make 
an investigation and study of problems connected with the stimulation 
of handicrafts throughout the commonwealth, with a view to deter
mining the possibility of establishing a permanent organization to 
co-ordinate and promote activities in said field. In the course of their 
investigation and study said commissioner and chairman shall confer 
with the Extension Service of the Massachusetts State College, the 
Massachusetts State Grange, the Massachusetts Farm Bureau Fed
eration, Incorporated, The Society of Arts and Crafts and the Massa
chusetts Association of Handicraft Guild, and may call upon the de
partments, boards, commissions and officers of the commonwealth 
for such information as they may desire for the purposes of this re-
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solve. Said commissioner and chairman shall report to the general 
court the results of their investigation and study, and their recom
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to 
carry such recommendations into effect by filing the same with the 
clerk of the house of representatives within two months after the 
effective date of this resolve. Approved April SO, 1941.

In compliance with this resolve, the Commissioner of 
Education and the Chairman of the State Planning Board 
have made such preliminary and necessarily superficial 
surveys of the field as time permitted, including a public 
hearing attended by representatives of the various groups 
indicated in the resolve, correspondence with individuals 
interested in the work in this and other States and 
numerous personal contacts. From this cursory inves
tigation, the members of the Commission are convinced 
that the importance of the problem itself, its potential 
returns in self-respect, self-reliance and opportunity, and 
the actual economic possibilities involved warrant the 
most serious and searching investigation of all of its 
phases.

Without a single dissenting voice, every group con
tacted and every individual consulted has contended that 
the greatest need is for some form of centralized direc
tion and control which would aid in co-ordinating and 
developing the work of the various groups already en
gaged in handicraft work in the State, and in stimulating 
others to similar activities. It is unanimously agreed also, 
however, that there are numerous and complicated prob
lems inherent in the subject, particularly with regard 
to —

(a) Production, including the reconciliation of labor problems, the
supervision of working conditions, the elimination of duplica
tion and the maintenance of a reasonable balance between sup
ply and demand ;

(b) Standards, involving instruction in workmanship and design
through public or private schools, trade, vocational and evening 
schools, colleges and workshops; and

(c) Marketing, including advertising programs, a centralized distri
bution centre and display room, participation in exhibits, and 
co-operation with other groups within and without the State.
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Unquestionably there is throughout the country a defi
nite movement, particularly at the present time, for the 
restoration of American handicrafts. Importations from 
foreign countries have practically ceased. The war has 
shut out the hand-woven textiles from Czechoslovakia, 
Holland, Norway and Denmark. Until this happened 
weaving was a lost art in this country, whereas today 
thousands of handlooms are in operation. In the few 
weeks the investigating Commission has been function
ing, evidence has been offered to prove that craftsman
ship is something which most men and women find psy
chologically satisfying; that it is socially useful since it 
emphasizes the dignity of labor with the hands, and 
finally that in an economy based in part at least upon 
handwork, there is less liability to alarming fluctuation 
than in an economy the foundation of which is entirely 
mass production.

Without suggesting any evaluation of handicraft work 
in the urban areas, although the claim has been made 
that official sponsorship in some instances has demon
strated that substantial financial return is possible, even 
to the extent of affecting materially the welfare rolls of 
the State, it must be kept in mind that ten per cent of 
the population of Massachusetts, or nearly 500,000 people, 
live today in the so-called rural areas, where there are 
fewer demands upon leisure time and correspondingly 
fewer opportunities for instruction in the various phases 
of handicraft work. To these people, under proper super
vision and control, there would appear to be vast bene
fits both tangible and intangible in the development of a 
handicraft program.

The members of the investigation commission do not 
feel that they can, at the present time, offer conclusive 
evidence to warrant a recommendation for a permanent 
official body to stimulate and supervise handicraft work 
throughout the State, with all of the details involved, 
but they do believe that they have abundant material 
pointing to the importance of the movement and the 
desirability for further and more detailed study. They
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therefore request that they be directed to continue the 
study and to make a report to the next biennial session 
of the Legislature. If such permission is granted and im
plemented with an adequate though small appropriation, 
not to exceed seven hundred and fifty dollars, to meet 
expenses in connection with travel, printing, hearings, 
clerical services and such preliminary work as may be 
deemed expedient in connection with exhibits and co
operation with other agencies, it will be possible to or
ganize, so that if it is desired, the movement may proceed 
not only on a permanent basis but also will be in a posi
tion to meet as far as possible any conditions arising out 
of post-war adjustments. In accordance with the fore
going, we respectfully recommend the adoption of the 
accompanying resolve.

Respectfully submitted,

WALTER F. DOWNEY,
Commissioner of Education.

ELISABETH M. HERLIHY,
Chairman, State Planning Board.
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CUe CommonUiniltfi of ajassoc&usetti

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

R e s o l v e  r e l a t i v e  t o  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a n d  s t u d y  b y

THE COM M ISSIONER OF EDUCATION AND THE CHAIRMAN 

OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD OF PROBLEMS CON

NECTED W ITH  THE STIM ULATION OF HANDICRAFTS 

THROUGHOUT THE COM M ONW EALTH.

1 Resolved, That the time within which the Commis-
2 sioner of Education and the Chairman of the State
3 Planning Board are required to submit their report
4 and recommendations in connection with the investi- 
o gation and study of the problems connected with the
6 stimulation of handicrafts throughout the common-
7 wealth, as provided in chapter thirteen of the Re-
8 solves of the current year, is hereby extended to the
9 first Wednesday of December in the year nineteen

10 hundred and forty-two; and for the purposes of said
11 investigation and study said commissioner and chair-
12 man may expend such sums not exceeding, in the
13 aggregate, seven hundred and fifty dollars, as may
14 hereafter be appropriated therefor.








