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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I recommend the repeal of so much of Chapter 133, of 
the Acts of 1934, as applies to the position of cashier in 
the office of the Attorney General. I do so for the rea
sons suggested by me in my message to your honorable 
bodies under date of June 25, 1941, being House Bill 
#2653. I repeat what I said then.

“ M y reasons for making this suggestion are contained 
in a letter from the Attorney General to Chairman Bige
low of Ways and Means dated May 19, 1941, from which 
I quote in part:

‘ ' 1 am informed that, when the position of cashier was 
created by statute this department collected corporation 
taxes ̂ in large amounts every year. Subsequently the 
practice was changed so that these taxes are collected 
largely through the Commissioner of Corporations and 
Taxation, by warrant. However that may be, the plain 
fact is, that there is absolutely no need of the position in 
the department under present conditions, and, if the 
office were vacant, I should under no circumstances 
consider filling it.

“ The present incumbent is Mr. John J. Harrington, 
appointed in January 1939, after having passed a non
competitive civil service examination. His salary is, and 
has been since his appointment, ,$3,500. Mr. Harrington 
is forty-three years of age, passed his examination as a 
certified public accountant in 1923, and was certified to 
practice in Massachusetts in 1927. From 1935 to 1939 
he was a deputy auditor of the Commonwealth.
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“ I have nothing at all against Mr. Harrington. So 
far as I am able to learn he has never performed any 
duties as cashier in this department either under my 
predecessor or myself. I have no reason to doubt that 
if this office required the services of a certified public 
accountant at a fixed yearly salary, Mr. Harrington 
would perform them to the best of his ability. The plain 
facts are that we have here a certified public accountant 
receiving a substantial salary in a position made perma
nent by the Legislature, and that the need for such a 
position has long since passed.

“ I had hoped that if Mr. Harrington wished to con
tinue in the government service some other department 
would require his services so that a transfer might be 
effected, leaving the position vacant, in wdiich case, as 
I have already indicated it would not be filled by me. 
In order to be perfectly fair about the matter, I indi
cated some months ago to Mr. Harrington that I con
sidered the position unnecessary and suggested that he 
seek a place elsewhere. At the same time I gave in
structions to the effect that he was to be given ample 
time to seek another position without prejudice to his 
standing here.”

I cannot believe at any time, and particularly in times 
of great national emergency, that the State should pay 
salaries to persons who do not do any work for the State 
and for whom there is no work. The present Attorney 
General states in his letter that the gentleman who now 
holds the office was appointed in 1939 and has never 
performed any duties as cashier. I am confident that not 
one of your honorable members would pay salaries to 
persons who did no work for you in your private capacity. 
Certainly the Commonwealth is not justified in paying 
salaries to persons who do no work for it. If we justify 
such payments, we are not living up to our obligations 
to the people of this State who pay the bill.

I agree with the Attorney General that I have nothing 
at all against Mr. Harrington, and if there are other 
positions in the State service for which he is qualified
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and which may be available, he certainly may well be 
considered as being available for such positions.

I make this recommendation to you because the Attor
ney General further states in his letter to Mr. Bigelow 
that “ the position of cashier in the Department of the 
Attorney General be abolished as a wholly unnecessary 
and unwarranted expense” . As Governor, I cannot and 
will not, under my oath of office, justify the approval of 
warrants for the payments of salaries of public employees 
who do no work to earn them and wffien I know the facts.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.




