
HOUSE No. 2771

Cfte CommontoealtJ) of epassacfntsetts

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , July 21, 1941.

The joint committee on Ways and Means, to whom 
was referred so much of the recommendations of the 
Department of Public Works (House, No. 146) as relates 
to ceding jurisdiction to the United States of America 
over certain areas of the Commonwealth at South Boston 
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 161), report the ac
companying bill (House, No. 2771).

For the committee,

W. R. BAYLIES.
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Clie Commontoealtt) of e@assacl)usett0

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A c t  g r a n t in g  a l l  r ig h t  a n d  c l a im  a n d  ced in g

JURISDICTION TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OVER 

CERTAIN AREAS OF THE COMMONWEALTH AT SOUTH 

BOSTON.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose which is to provide land
3 for the immediate extension of the navy dry dock
4 property in Boston harbor for the purposes of na-
5 tional defense, therefore it is hereby declared to be
6 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
7 preservation of the public safety.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. For the purpose of enabling the
2 United States of America to extend the present
3 limits of the navy dry dock property in Boston
4 harbor at South Boston, the commonwealth, sub-
5 ject to the conditions hereinafter imposed, grants
6 and cedes to the United States of America jurisdic-
7 tion over and all right and claim of the common-
8 wealth to three areas of land at South Boston,
9 described as follows:

10 Area “ A ” . Upland and navigable waters. Be
l l  ginning at the intersection of the southeasterly side
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12 line of Harbor street with the northeasterly side
13 line of Summer street, said intersection being the
14 southwesterly corner of property of the United
15 States of America acquired from the commonwealth
16 of Massachusetts by deed dated April twenty-three,
17 nineteen hundred and eighteen, thence north forty-
18 nine degrees one minute fourteen and three tenths
19 second west, four hundred and seventy-seven and
20 four tenths feet in said northeasterly side line of
21 Summer street to a point; thence north thirty-five
22 degrees fourteen minutes ten and seven tenths second
23 east, fourteen hundred and sixty-eight and nine
24 tenths feet, more or less, to a point in the north-
25 easterly side line of Northern avenue; thence north
26 sixty-one degrees two minutes thirty-one and six
27 tenths seconds west, five hundred and sixteen and
28 nine tenths feet, more or less, in the northeasterly side
29 line of said Northern avenue, to the southeasterly
30 line of the premises leased to the Boston Fish Market
31 Corporation; thence north twenty-eight degrees fifty-
32 seven minutes twenty-eight and four tenths seconds
33 east, fourteen hundred feet, more or less, in the said
34 northeasterly line of the premises leased to the Bos-
35 ton Fish Market Corporation and the extension
36 thereof to a point in the Harbor Line established
37 by chapter four hundred and three of the acts of
38 nineteen hundred and thirty-nine; thence south
39 sixty-one degrees two minutes thirty-one and six
40 tenths seconds east, nine hundred and ninety-four
41 and eight tenths feet, more or less, in said harbor 
41 line to a point; thence south twenty-eight degrees
43 fifty-seven minutes twenty-eight and four tenths
44 seconds west two hundred feet in the northwest-
45 erly end of “ Area C ” , hereinafter described, and
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46 still further twelve hundred feet, more or less, in
47 the northwesterly line of property of the United
48 States of America acquired from the commonwealth
49 of Massachusetts by deed dated April twenty-eight,
50 nineteen hundred and twenty, to a point; thence
51 south thirty-five degrees fourteen minutes ten and
52 seven tenths seconds west, ten hundred and ninety
53 feet in the northwesterly line of property of the
54 United States of America acquired by said deed
55 of April twenty-eight, nineteen hundred and twenty,
56 and further ninety-nine and fifty-nine hundredths
57 feet by the northwesterly end of Dry Dock avenue,
58 as hereinafter described, and still further three hun-
59 dred and seventy-nine and eight tenths feet in the
60 northwesterly line of property of the United States
61 of America acquired by said deed date April twenty-
62 three, nineteen hundred and eighteen, to the point
63 of beginning; reserving therefrom to the common-
64 wealth the right to construct a car float bridge, to
65 dredge approach thereto, and to operate a railroad
66 car ferry within a strip two hundred feet wide shown
67 by hatching on the plan hereinafter referred to.
68 Area “ C ” . All that area of navigable water ly-
69 ing southeast of said area “ A ” and between the 
<0 harbor line as established by chapter four hundred
71 and three of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
72 nine and the area acquired by the United States of
73 America by deed from the commonwealth dated April
74 twenty-eight, nineteen hundred and twenty, as
75 shown on plan hereinafter referred to.
76 Dry Dock Avenue. All that part of Dry Dock
77 avenue east of Harbor street bounded on the north
78 and east by property of the United States of America
79 under the jurisdiction of the Navy Department, ac-
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80 quired from the commonwealth of Massachusetts
81 by deed dated April twenty-eight, nineteen hundred
82 and twenty; on the south by property of the United
83 States of America, now used as an army supply
84 base, acquired from the commonwealth of Massa-
85 chusetts by deed dated April twenty-three, nineteen
86 hundred and eighteen, and on the northwest by said
87 "Area A ” , as shown on plan hereinafter referred to.
88 The areas hereinbefore described are shown on a
89 plan entitled “ U. S. Navy Yard, Boston, Mass.
90 Naval Dry Dock, South Boston. Lands, Boundaries
91 and harbor lines in vicinity of Naval Dry Dock.
92 Approved January 7, 1941. P. W. Drawing No.
93 981A-295.” as revised.

1 Se c t io n  2. The jurisdiction hereby granted and
2 ceded shall not vest with respect to said areas until
3 the l  nited States of America shall have filed in the
4 office of the state secretary by an agent designated
5 by the secretary of the navy, a copy of the plan
6 referred to in section one, duly authenticated by
7 signature of such agent and certified copy of his
8 authority so to act; and such jurisdiction is granted
9 and ceded upon the express condition that the com-

10 monwealth shall retain concurrent jurisdiction with
11 the United States of America in and over said areas,
12 in so far that all civil processes, and such criminal
13 processes as may issue under the authority of the
14 commonwealth against any person or persons charged
15 with crimes committed without said areas, and all
16 processes for the collection of taxes levied under
17 authority of the laws of the commonwealth, includ-
18 ing the service of warrants, may be executed thereon
19 in the same manner as though this cession had not
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20 been made; provided, that the title to, and the ex-
21 elusive jurisdiction over, said areas shall revert to
22 and revest in the commonwealth whenever said
23 areas shall cease to be used for naval purposes.
24 This grant is made subject to any and all rights and
25 interests heretofore given in permits and licenses
26 to persons, corporations, to the United States of
27 America, or to any department or agency thereof,
28 and to the provisions of the deed to the United
29 States of America dated April twenty-three, nine-
30 teen hundred and eighteen.

1 S e c t io n  3. The United States of America is
2 hereby authorized to place filling and erect struc-
3 tures in and over the navigable waters within the
4 ceded areas subject to the provisions of chapter
5 ninety-one of the General Laws, Tercentenary Edi-
6 tion, and to pass and repass in common with others
7 over the extension southeasterly of Northern avenue,
8 a distance of about five hundred and five feet, to
9 the ceded “ Area A ” .






