
HOUSE No. 2830

Cbe Commontoealtf) of Q^assafftusetts

FIFTH REPORT OF THE MILLVILLE MUNICI
PAL FINANCE COMMISSION RELATIVE 
TO THE FINANCES OF THE TOWN OF 
MILLVILLE.

St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , January 1, 1941.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

FOREWORD.

The prospect of discontinuing state control over Mill
ville has not materially improved since the last report, 
although the expense to the State has been somewhat 
reduced, and it is hoped will be further reduced as the 
requirements in the town of Millville become less costly. 
The control by the Millville Municipal Finance Commis
sion has been largely in the nature of restricting costs as 
much as possible, and of eliminating as rapidly as pos
sible such features of Millville’s activities as would tend 
to keep the expenses of the community at a high level. 
Despite controlled expenditures it is still impossible to 
think in terms of the citizens of Millville themselves sup
porting local government. It is equally impossible to 
think in terms of any industrial revival in Millville which 
would be at all comparable with the need, as a great 
many of the citizens of Millville are passing beyond the em
ployment age, and industrial restoration might mean only 
temporary benefit. If there was an influx of people into 
the community merely for employment, the school and 
welfare problem would be greatly increased and the in
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dustrial benefit would not likely be sufficient to offset 
the requirements of aid to the individual. The State 
will profit most by a low governmental cost and local 
requirements within the means of the Millville taxpayers.

There is still an unusually large number of persons and 
families dependent upon the aid given by the state and 
the Federal government, and while some have gained 
employment, and it is hoped, through the national de
fense activities, the demand on the State for the care 
of the citizens will be diminished, there is no hope, un
less the community is substantially reduced in population, 
or the population, either at its present level or increased 
or diminished, takes on the characteristics of being able 
to support local government, that the State in the future 
can, other than in the form it has been operating, think 
in terms of Millville functioning in and of itself.

Under the present arrangement the Millville children 
are probably as well cared for as the children of any com
munity in Massachusetts, and immeasurably better than 
would be true if it was really the Millville citizens that 
had the burden to care for the children. Through the 
assistance of the Wellesley College Service Fund a tre
mendous amount of health and general well-being bene
fit has been given to the children of Millville, and this 
benefit has been substantially increased because of the 
whole-hearted support given to the Millville situation by 
the State Department of Public Health and the State 
Department of Public Welfare.

The problem is in part a matter of population and also 
whether the citizens can develop a taxpaying ability. 
The question constantly before the State is as to whether 
an expenditure of money, such as for the purpose of 
establishing a water supply system or by other expendi
tures making Millville attractive, is going to be a good 
investment in that it will attract those with taxpaying 
ability, or whether it will be of advantage merely to 
continue as now, with the hope that in the long run the 
population will be materially reduced, a larger number 
will be completely self-supporting, and the number on
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public welfare will diminish below the requirement which 
it has been necessary for the State to meet during the 
years of state control. The possibility of Millville being 
annexed to another community seems to be no more 
promising than in the past, and in some respects annexa
tion might mean an added burden for the State. If the 
need came for an entirely owned community the State 
might find it greatly advantageous to take full and com
plete title to Millville.

In the “ Foreword” to the report made as of March 
10, 1939, particular attention was called to the Millville 
situation, and the assumption is that the Legislature, 
acting on that, passed chapter 514 of the Acts of 1939 
(Appendix A), continuing the Millville Municipal Finance 
Commission from April 20, 1940, to April 20, 1944. The 
previous reports of the Commission are called to atten
tion for added information respecting Millville under state 
control.

GENERAL REPORT.

By virtue of the provisions of chapter 341 of the Acts 
of 1933, the Millville Municipal Finance Commission 
took charge of the affairs in Millville on August 14, 
1933. At that time the municipality had contracted 
bills amounting to 865,469.43, which were as of August 
14, 1933, unpaid. Millville also owed the 1932 county 
tax of $2,678, and, in addition, there were loans out
standing totaling $34,000, of which $14,000 was of a 
temporary nature and $20,000 a funding loan. At the 
same time, the Millville balance sheet showed overdrawn 
accounts of $6,486.99, with an overlay deficit of $27,- 
054.36. On December 31, 1940, Millville shows out
standing temporary loans of $85,000 and no funded debt. 
The balance sheet as of December 31, 1940, shows a 
revenue deficit of $49,455.02 (Appendix E).

Chapter 470 of the Acts of 1935 (see Appendix B), 
approved August 7, 1935, and effective April 21, 1936, 
established the Millville Municipal Finance Commission, 
which was appointed April 15, 1936, and continued the
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work started by the Millville Municipal Finance Com
mission, established under the provisions of chapter 341 
of the Acts of 1933 (see Appendix C), and made pro
vision for the making of reports.

This report is made for the period ending December 
31, 1940, under the authority of section 1 of chapter 514 
of the Acts of 1939. In considering this report attention 
should be given to House, No. 1881 (1935), House, No. 
1969 (1936), House, No. 2076 (1938), and House, No. 
2146 (1939), all relating to Millville, the situation found 
there, and the activities of this Commission, with cer
tain other material which appears to be of sufficient 
interest to warrant permanent recording. The financial 
condition on August 14, 1933, together with unpaid bills 
as of that time, is shown for purposes of record (Appen
dix D). This represents the condition of Millville at 
the time it was taken over by the State. The financial 
condition as of December 31, 1940, which covers the 
period of this report, is shown on a balance sheet as of 
that date, with no unpaid bills (Appendix E). The re
ceipts and expenditures for the calendar years 1939 and 
1940 are, in order to make clear the affairs of Millville, 
shown in detail (Appendices F and G).

Inasmuch as public welfare bulks large in Millville, 
and much assistance is given by the Federal government, 
emphasis is laid on this aspect of Millville work, first, 
by making available the receipts coming from Federal, 
State, county and other towns in respect to public wel
fare, and secondly, showing the schedule accounts due 
Millville from Federal, State, county and other towns, 
as well as the report of Federal works projects between 
January 1, 1939, and April 20, 1940.
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General R eport by R. A. M cLaughlin, Agent, Millville 
M unicipal Finance Com m ission.

R e po r t  of F e d e r a l  W o rk  P rojects A dministration  
A c t iv it ie s  in  M il l v il l e  fo r  th e  P eriod  from 
Ja n u a r y  1, 1939, to  A p r il  20, 1940.

The Federal Work Projects Administration continued 
to carry a large share of the employable relief cases in 
Millville during the period of this report, but a substantial 
decrease is noted in the total Federal W. P. A. grants in 
comparison with a similar previous period. The main 
factor accountable for this decrease was the thinner 
spread of Federal funds on a national scale to keep within 
the limit of the relief appropriation as authorized by 
Congress for the Federal fiscal year ending June 30, 
1940, which resulted in reductions in working quotas in 
every community where W. P. A. activities were in 
progress. This had the effect in Millville of dropping 
over 60 workers from the W. P. A. rolls. Another fac
tor tending to sustain a lower level of Federal aid is the 
regulation requiring workers who have been employed 
on the W. P. A. for a consecutive period of 18 months to 
be released from W. P. A. employment for a term of at 
least 30 days. Practically the total working personnel 
of the W. P. A. in Millville was affected by the 18-month 
rule at one time or another during the period of this 
report. Notwithstanding these regulations and restric
tions the sum of $115,356.02 was paid in wages to an 
average of 100 W. P. A. workers in Millville from Janu
ary 1, 1939, to April 20, 1940.

A Federal statute effective as of January 1, 1940, 
stipulates that a minimum of 25 per cent of the total 
cost of all non-Federal W. P. A. projects must be absorbed 
by the sponsoring agency or municipality. This regu
lation eliminates the possibility for favorable consid
eration by Federal authorities of all types of low-spon
sor-cost projects. Such a requirement creates a real
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problem for Millville to adequately meet and from which 
there are no exemptions.

Since the inception of the Federal relief program in 
1933, Millville has been accorded special consideration 
by Federal authorities in the matter of sponsor contribu
tions to projects, with the realization that Millville pos
sesses very little fiscal ability to absorb heavy costs, due 
to the drying up of normal avenues of revenue.

The following is a descriptive outline of the various 
W. P. A. projects operated in Millville for the period 
from January 1, 1939, to and including April 20, 1940, 
with accompanjing schedules pertinent thereto:

The Millville W. P. A. sewing project has been in con
tinuous operation during the period of this report at the 
same location, in the Millville-owned building on Pros
pect Street. An average of 28 workers are employed, 
which is a reduction of 12 workers from the correspond
ing previous period. The project is equipped with 18 
power sewing machines and 1 electric cloth cutter, to
gether with packaging, labeling and marking devices and 
office furniture, fixtures and implements. The Federal 
government furnished and owns all the above equipment 
with the exception of 3 power sewing machines which 
were purchased by Millville. Federal funds are provided 
for wages, and a large part of the cotton textiles are 
supplied from Federal sources. Millville furnishes heat, 
light, power, water and manufacturing space for the 
operation of the project, together with a cash contribu
tion of $6 per worker per month which is applied to the 
cost of fabrics for the project. The various types of 
garments produced by the unit are distributed free to 
needy persons in Millville and 15 other surrounding com
munities. The finished garments are first sent to the 
Federal Commissary at Milford, Mass., which serves as 
the distributing center for this district.

The production report of the Millville sewing project 
for the period from January 1, 1939, to April 20, 1940, 
together with an itemized list of cotton textiles for proc
essing during the same period, follows:
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Garments produced, at the Millville Sewing Project from January 1, 1939, 
to April 20, 1940.

Men’s garments:
Dungarees....................................................................................368
J u m p e r s ....................................................................................251
P a ja m a s .................................................................................1,597
P a n ts ......................................................................................... 1,910
Shirts.........................................................................................3,357
S h o r t s .................................................................................2,229

---------  9,712
Women’s garments:

B lo o m e rs .................................................................................1,661
D r e s s e s .................................................................................2,359
N ig h t g o w n s .........................................................................1,829
P a ja m a s .........................................................................  8
Skirts.................................................................................. 127
S l i p s .........................................................................................3,040

--------- - 9,024
Boys’ garments:

K n ic k e r s ................................................................................. 1,014
Overalls and p a n t s .................................................................1,190
P a ja m a s .................................................................................... 151
Shirts......................................................................................... 1,654
S h o r t s ....................................................................................390
S u i t s ............................................................................................ 911

---------  5,310
Girls’ garments:

B lo o m e rs ....................................................................................844
C om bin ations............................................................................ 157
D r e s s e s .................................................................................3,310
P a ja m a s ................................................................................. 1,920
S l i p s ......................................................................................... 1,533

---------- 7,764

31,810
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Cotton Textiles received for Processing at the Millville Serving Project 
during Period from January 1, 1989, to April 20, 1940.

D e s c r ip t io n . Yards. Value.

Broadcloth................................................................................. 12,51434 S959 99

C ham bray................................................................................. 5,003 37/ 50

Covert.......................................................................................... Ó.47SJÌ 602 02

C ottonade................................................................................. 1,006 122 03

Colored t w i l l ........................................................................ 2,039 235 14

Colored sheeting........................................................................ 61 5 22

Denim.......................................................................................... 5,134 582 69

D i m i t y ................................................................................. 1,100 97 90

F l a n n e l ................................................................................. 4,225 326 59

Gingham checks and p l a i d s ............................................. 3,681 321 00

Muslin.......................................................................................... 2,338 156 65

P e r c a l e ................................................................................................... 8,096% 762 48

Pajama c h e c k s ............................................................... 6,202 514 59

Plisse crêpe................................................................................. 4,152 398 58

P iq u é .......................................................................................... 500 60 60

Prints.......................................................................................... 6,501% 465 83

Silesia......................................................................................... 2,409 240 06

Sport d e n i m ........................................................................ 3,422 410 58

W h ip co rd ................................................................................. 3,869 496 83

77,731% $7,136 28

The housekeeping aid project continues to prove its 
usefulness by assisting aged and infirm persons in the 
homes of overburdened mothers, who would otherwise 
be severely handicapped in conducting their household 
duties.

This service is particularly beneficial to Old Age Assist
ance recipients, the sick and physically disabled. Cook
ing, washing, laundering and cleaning are the principal 
services rendered. The women employed on this project 
are given special training in the proper methods and most 
efficient manner in which to carry out their assignments. 
An average of 65 home-working visits per month are be
ing made by the 4 women employed in this activity.
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The school lunch project, located at the Longfellow 
School, has a working personnel of 7 employees, includ
ing a cook and 3 helpers furnished by the W. P. A. and 
3 girls and 1 boy assigned by the N. Y. A. This important 
activity is now well into its fourth year of successful 
operation. A substantial and supervised noonday meal 
is furnished free to an average of 150 school children. 
Wages of all project workers are paid from the Federal 
fund, and in addition a Federal allotment of $75 per 
month is provided for the purchase of the necessary food 
and milk requirements, supplemented by a large and 
varied assortment of foods supplied through Federal Sur
plus Commodities. Millville furnishes space, heat, light, 
power and water for the operating of the project. Dr. 
Fredrika Moore, consultant, State Department of Public 
Health, conducts frequent inspections of the lunch project 
in connection with her work in school hygiene in Millville.

The playground and recreation center development on 
land adjacent to the Longfellow School property is near
ing completion. A stone retaining wall set in concrete 
has been built along the entire length of the area border
ing on the Blackstone River to Central Street, with a 
connecting concrete wall facing Central Street and join
ing the present school grounds. Most of the filling in 
the new area is in place. The remaining work includes 
landscaping, fine grading and some filling. Much in the 
way of beautification hr addition to providing adequate 
playground and recreation facilities will be accomplished 
through this activity. The project employed an average 
of 25 workers during most of the period of this report.

Within the scope of this project it has been found pos
sible to erect a memorial of historic interest. The memo
rial, now complete, is located on the lawn in front of the 
Longfellow School building, and centers around a grist
mill stone of really ancient vintage. The stone was 
brought to light when the run-off of water, caused by the 
demolition of the south dam in the Blackstone River, 
revealed its presence in the bed of the stream. The 
stone was retrieved from its muddy resting place and
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plans were made to give it the honored position that his
tory showed it richly deserved. In tracing the lineage 
of the millstone back through history, records show that 
the stone was part of the equipment of the original grist
mill established on “ The Island,” so called, in the Great 
River, now the Blackstone River, by Samuel Thompson 
in the year 1727, the site of which was at a point just 
west of the new concrete bridges on Central Street. Time 
and the whims of nature have obliterated every vestige of 
the mill itself, and several other mills of various types 
have occupied the same site during the past two centu
ries, but they too have disappeared. The millstone there
fore has unusual significance in connecting the past with 
the present, and it was this thought that fathered the 
idea of giving the relic an exalted place on a concrete 
pedestal at the base of the flagpole on the grassplot, sur
rounded by shrubs and flowers, at the Longfellow School. 
The stone has been appropriately inscribed, and its fitting 
setting has made the spot a little mecca for those inter
ested in objects of historic value. The Mendon Histori
cal Society, through its president, Reverend Robert C. 
Westenberg, D.D., has given official recognition to the 
memorial in a letter to the agent of the Millville Munici
pal Finance Commission, which reads as follows:

F ir s t  C o n g r e g a t io n a l  C h u r c h , 
U x b r id g e , M a s s ., September 10, 1940.

Mr. Robert A. M cLaughlin, Agent, Millville Municipal Finance 
Commission, Millville, Mass.

M y Dear Sir : — The Mendon Historical Society, of which I have 
the honor to be president, takes a great interest in things of historic 
value.

It has just come to my mind that after much labor the Old Mill
stone from the grist mill of Samuel Thompson, which, if I am rightly 
informed, was established on the “ Island”  in the Blackstone River in 
1727, has been removed.

It is said, “ It is an ill wind that brings good to no one.”  So it seems 
that this old stone lay for nearly two centuries in the bottom of the 
Blackstone until the floods of 1937 made it possible for its discovery 
by Mr. A. Frederick Anderson.
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As the town of Millville is without any public marker or memorial 
concerning its early history, it is gratifying to know that this stone is 
to find a place in the yard of the Longfellow School.

Very sincerely yours,
R. C. W este n b e r g , 

President, Mendon Historical Society.
President, Worcester County Historical Society.

A river and stream clearance project, under sponsor
ship of the State Department of Public Works on a state
wide basis, was operated in Millville under the W. P. A. 
program during April and May, 1940, employing 22 
workers. The work consisted of removing various forms 
of débris and obstructions from the Blackstone River and 
tributaries, and cutting brush along the banks of the 
river and streams, the object being to prevent flood dam
age. The necessity for this type of work in Millville was 
not as pronounced as is the case in most other communi
ties in the Blackstone Valley. Previous flood experience 
has shown that very small damage is sustained by Mill
ville in comparison with other towns through which the 
river flows. Stream clearance in the neighboring towns 
of Blackstone, Uxbridge, Northbridge and East Douglas 
was on a much larger scale than was required in Mill
ville, as these towns have shown greater susceptibility to 
flood damage.

The project for the elimination of gypsy moths and 
other leaf-feeding insects was in operation in Millville 
under the W. P. A. program for a period of four months 
from January 1 through April, 1939. This activity em
ployed an average of 20 men. A complete coverage of 
the orchards and forest lands in Millville was made dur
ing which 3,170 gypsy moth egg clusters were destroyed. 
The work also included thinning out and brush burning 
in infested areas. The concentrated efforts put forth in 
Millville during the past five years hi controlling leaf
feeding pests are having the result of not only conserving 
the fruit and shade trees but also add much to the at
tractiveness of the countryside.
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A continuance of moth suppression activity with Fed
eral assistance was planned for the year 1940, and a project 
outlining the proposed work was submitted and received 
W. P. A. approval at Washington. Work under the 
project was scheduled to start in January, 1940, but 
when a request was submitted to the W. P. A. district 
office at Worcester, that workers be assigned to the project, 
it was discovered that an objection was made against the 
Millville project by the District Moth Superintendent, 
on the grounds that sponsor contributions in Millville on 
previous moth projects were insufficient. This, coupled 
with the Federal regulations effective January 1, 1940, 
whereby project sponsors are obligated to contribute 25 
per cent of the total cost of a W. P. A. project, rendered 
the Millville moth project inoperative. To meet this 
situation, and to hold the gains made through previous 
moth suppression activities in Millville, it was decided 
to carry on with workers from the relief rolls. This group 
performed the task in a most satisfactory and efficient 
manner, and completed the work on a town-wide scale 
(luring the cold weather months. It is confidently hoped 
that arrangements can be made to have future moth 
suppression work included in the W. P. A. program of 
eligible activities, as the importance of this moth control 
is progressively essential.

A survey conducted by the Millville Municipal Finance 
Commission in 1933 disclosed that practically the entire 
highway system in Millville was in urgent need of major 
improvement. Some of the highways were found to be 
impassable during the spring and winter months, and 
others abounded with ruts, mud holes and outcropping 
stones, presenting a real hazard to vehicular and pedes
trian traffic. To remedy this situation comprehensive 
plans were immediately formulated for a permanent high
way construction and improvement program on a town
wide basis. Actual construction work under the plan 
was started in December, 1933, and has progressed steadily 
since, and the result has proved a revelation of what can
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be accomplished through systematic planning and con
centrated effort. A total of 16.96 miles of highways rep
resenting the entire road mileage in Millville has been 
completed and surfaced with asphalt or macadam. The 
finished product presents a study in contrasts of the before 
and after variety to those of us who knew Millville high
ways prior to 1933 and now. The major part of the high
way construction program was carried out under a series 
of W. P. A. projects, with substantial financial, engineer
ing and supervisory assistance contributed by the Com
monwealth and county through the agency of the State 
Department of Public Works under chapters 81 and 90 
of the General Laws. Millville, perhaps, now stands 
alone as the only community in the Commonwealth with 
100 per cent of its road mileage hard-surfaced.

In line with the National Defense program, a W. P. A. 
project is now operating in Millville, having as its object 
road widening, curve elimination and appurtenant work 
on a group of secondary roads paralleling or leading to 
main arteries of travel. This project is providing em
ployment to an average of 40 W. P. A. workers, and this 
improvement will further enhance the efficiency and safety 
of Millville highways.

Through the efforts of the Millville Municipal Finance 
Commission it has been made possible for the town of 
Mendon to complete an important link in the highway 
leading from the County Road at Millville center and 
connecting with the Boston Road at the Mendon Air
port. This artery will provide a much shorter route to 
Boston from points south and east of Uxbridge. The 
road traverses an area of unusual scenic splendor and his
torical significance. The highway starts at near river 
level at the center of Millville and extends northerly with 
a gradual rise until a height of approximately 600 feet 
is attained at Wigwam Hill in Mendon, just across the 
Millville—Mendon line. A panorama of increasing gran
deur unfolds to attract the gaze of the traveler, be he 
motorist or pedestrian. Hills and valleys, trees and 
meadows interspersed with brooklets, and here and there
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a silvery pond sparkling through the foliage — all abun- 
dantlyand conveniently placed for the enjoyment of nature 
lovers. One is already engrossed by the natural beauty 
of the landscape at the time the summit of the first hill 
is reached, and as he proceeds the road dips gently and 
attention is arrested by the Old Chestnut Hill Meeting- 
House, a white, clapboarded two and one half story 
structure occupying a commanding position at the corner 
of Chestnut Hill Road and Thayer Street. High on the 
front center of the building one sees the figures 1769 
denoting the year of construction. Time has dealt kindly 
with the structure. The edifice was built of virgin tim
ber, cut and hewn at the location. The interior furnish
ings are intact as originally installed by the early settlers. 
Frequent painting and modern preservatives, coupled 
with the sturdy oak construction, have withstood dete
rioration through the years. Viewing in retrospect this 
ancient landmark steeped in antiquity, one has visions 
of those early Americans as they assembled for religious 
services, or, again, as they gathered to discuss and pre
pare for the Revolutionary War. Easily imagined are 
the measured footsteps of the Revolutionary soldiers as 
they marched away to war. More realistically can be 
seen in the churchyard adjoining the weather-beaten slate 
markers designating the final resting places of the many 
early heroes of the American Revolution and later wars. 
It is indeed a hallowed and historic scene.

A little farther on is the Stone House which served as 
a stage coach stop in the early days. Many of the homes 
in this section are of pre-Revolutionary origin, but modern 
alterations and renovations have erased their colonial 
aspect. The Taft blacksmith shop, which stood at the 
corner of Old Chestnut Street and Fisher Road, is now 
but a memory, as the structure and fixtures were pur
chased by Henry Ford some years ago and reassembled 
at Mr. Ford’s Dearborn Village in Michigan. This smithy 
is believed by many to have been the inspiration to Henry 
W. Longfellow for his immortal poem, “ The Village 
Blacksmith.” Across Great Meadow, and stretching



18 HOUSE — No. 2830. [July

toward the eastern horizon, is a large tract of land which 
during Civil War days was planted to corn in its entirety, 
hut now is given over to third and fourth growth timber. 
And on into Mendon the road winds until modernity 
clashes with antiquity when the Mendon Airport comes 
into view. Motorists in constantly increasing numbers are 
describing the Chestnut Hill section of Millville as one of 
the outstanding beauty spots in Southern New England.

The Millville-owned forests improvement project has 
been operating as a W. P. A. activity on areas totaling 
251 acres, consisting of 9 separate parcels which were 
acquired by Millville through tax title foreclosures. 
These tracts include abandoned farms, scrub, sub-mar
ginal and waste lands which have no practical value for 
farming but are ideal for reforestation. During this re
porting period 25,000 pine seedlings have been planted 
and are in thriving condition. Approximately 100 acres 
have been cleared and made ready for additional plant
ing. Fire lanes and water holes to serve as a protection 
against forest fires have been constructed in the cleared 
and seeded area.

An average of 30 W. P. A. workers found employment 
in this activity during the life of the project. Federal 
funds granted under the initial project were exhausted 
on February 21, 1940, and a supplementary project ap
plication was submitted to carry on the work, but Federal 
approval for the extension has not been forthcoming, as 
this type of project is considered in non-conformity with 
the Federal statute requiring sponsor contribution to 
equal 25 per cent of project costs. Hope is held out that 
means can be found to continue the reforestation activity 
with Federal assistance, as there are some 300 acres of 
Millville-owned land adaptable to and most suitable for 
conservation and reforestation work.

A valuable addition to Millville Town Hall facilities 
was made during this reporting period under a W. P. A. 
project by the construction of a fireproof concrete vault 
for the filing and storage of municipal records. The 
vault is located in the rear of the offices on the ground 
floor, and is 11 feet long, 10 feet wide and 9 feet high,
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with a 10-inch thick reinforced concrete top and 16-inch 
thick plain concrete walls. The vault is equipped with 
steel shelves, filing cabinets and accessories, and is fitted 
with a six-hour Mosler Standard insulated door. A long- 
felt want has been filled through the acquisition of this 
new vault, which will provide adequate space for the 
safe keeping of records for all time. The vault construc
tion project gave employment to four skilled W. P. A. 
workers for a period of two months.

The first phase of the Main Street drainage project, an 
undertaking co-sponsored by Millville and the State De
partment of Public Works, was completed on February 7, 
1940. This activity had as its objective the elimination 
of an ancient evil which persisted down through the years, 
perhaps even beyond the memory of the oldest inhabitant 
of Millville.

The problem centered around a drainage ditch begin
ning with an underground pipe line from a catch basin 
located on the State Road opposite the Town Hall and 
extending through land of the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford Railroad Company, thence through the low 
area comprising the Britt, Galas and Paszkewicz lands 
and leading into a stone culvert underneath the railroad 
right of way. From this point the waterway ran beneath 
the railroad track and finally emptied into Hood’s Brook, 
a short distance from the outlet of the brook into the 
Blackstone River. The natural flow of surface water 
originating on the hillsides in the adjacent area north 
and west of the Millville Town Hall found its level in 
the lowlands between the New Haven Railroad and Main 
Street. This tract is practically level, with little or no 
pitch, which would allow for natural drainage; conse
quently, series of stagnant pools of water formed on the 
premises with each recurring rainstorm. It was found, 
also, that seepage from cesspools, sink-drains and toilets 
located in the area added greatly to a general unsanitary 
condition. A check-up on the early deeds of the property 
indicated that this situation existed for at least seventy- 
five years. During all that time hearsay and records dis
close a constant bickering between neighbors who owned
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homes in the area, legal action, engineering conferences, 
inspections and reports by state and local health agencies, 
frequent airings at town meetings in Blackstone and later 
in Millville.

As the years rolled on old owners of the properties died 
and new faces appeared voicing the same old complaints 
which continued right down to the present day. Many 
and varied efforts were made from time to time to apply 
remedial measures. Pipe lines were laid through the 
area, wider ditches were made and frequently cleaned, 
the waterways were relocated to take advantage of the 
maximum slope of the land, but all this proved inef
fectual, as the very nature of the terrain made it impos
sible to successfully drain the tract from incoming water. 
The Millville Municipal Finance Commission early sensed 
that any work within the confines of the area itself would 
prove unavailing and could have no definite bearing on 
the final solution of the problem, in view of the fact that 
surface water from Millville and state highways was 
entering the premises thus contributing to the perpetua
tion of a sore spot. Therefore, with the thought in mind 
of attacking the problem at its source, the decision was 
made to work out a plan to prevent surface water, other 
than that which would naturally originate in and on the 
controversial area itself, from entering the premises.

In furtherance of the proposed plan the assistance of 
the State Department of Public Works was sought and 
was whole-heartedly granted. A series of conferences in 
August, 1939, with the district engineer of the Depart
ment of Public Works, resulted in the adoption of a Main 
Street drainage plan after a painstaking survey was made 
in the area involved to ascertain the most feasible course 
of procedure. It was decided to terminate the existing 
water course at a point where it entered railroad property 
on the southerly side of auto route No. 122, opposite the 
Millville Town Hall. A starting point having been defi
nitely reached, a W. P. A. project application was pre
pared and submitted to Federal authorities to carry out 
the proposed work. Approval was quickly forthcoming 
and excavation was started October 23, 1939. The drain
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age pipe line was laid beneath and follows the course of 
the Main Street sidewalk for a distance of 860 feet, ex
tending easterly from the large catch basin located near 
the junction of Main and Preston streets, and having its 
outlet at the granite culvert which carries Hood’s Brook 
underneath the County Road. The installation for the 
trunk line consisted of 420 feet of 24-inch and 460 feet 
of 30-inch reinforced concrete pipe, jointed with cement, 
with a series of brick and concrete manholes, catch basins 
and curbed inlets spaced at frequent intervals. Three 
connecting waterways from the north side of the high
way have their termini in the main line along the route.

The work was carried out under specifications and the 
engineering supervision of the State Department of Pub
lic Works, and was completed on February 7, 1939. The 
project furnished employment for 18 W. P. A. workers 
for a period of approximately 3 months. The new drain
age line is functioning in a most satisfactory manner, 
and it is confidently felt that this old problem is at long 
last definitely solved.

The second stage of Main Street drainage in Millville 
is supplementary to the above described activity, and is 
a separate project and a distinct undertaking designed 
to correct structural errors and imperfections in the state 
highway drainage system in Millville, on the northerly 
side of the highway, consisting of insufficient allowance 
in drainage facilities to care for surface water, dating 
back to the time the County Road was rebuilt some ten 
years ago. This made for a dangerous traffic condition, 
particularly during the winter months when ice formed 
in water pockets in numerous places along a section of 
the highway for a distance of about 1,000 feet, beginning 
at a point about 300 feet west of the Millville Town 
Hall and extending easterly along the flat area as far 
as the brook. With the main drainage line in successful 
operation on the southerly side of the highway, the State 
Department of Public Works took advantage of the op
portunity to correct the drainage condition on the north 
side of the street. The work consisted of installing an 
intricate but efficient network of underground pipes,



22 HOUSE — No. 2830. [July

catch basins and inlets, all being connected with the trunk 
line. It was found necessary to lower the highway grade 
several inches along the entire distance. This entailed 
excavating a strip of macadamized roadway for a dis
tance of more than 800 feet to a width of 10 feet and a 
depth of 2 feet, and the complete rebuilding of the sec
tion involved, including driveway approaches and reset
ting curbing. This important improvement was brought 
to completion on September 4, 1940, and is operating 
with full efficiency.

For an extended period subsequent to the hurricane 
of September 21, 1938, the Federal government, through 
the W. P. A. program, made available funds for recon
struction and rehabilitation work in affected areas. Mill
ville benefited substantially through this aid, as set forth 
in a previous report. The storm damage reconstruction 
work accomplished during the period of this report was 
in the nature of a “ mopping up” process, and consisted 
of putting the finishing touches to the reconstruction 
activities already in progress under W. P. A. projects 
which had their beginning immediately after the wind
storm. All emergency work of a public nature in Mill
ville traceable to the hurricane was completed on January 
27, 1939. Ten W. P. A. workers were employed in Mill
ville during the closing month when this type of work 
was required.

Federal Surplus Commodities distribution continues to 
fit into the welfare picture in Millville in a most important 
and timely manner. This service is the medium by which 
a never-ending stream of surplus food and clothing prod
ucts flows into channels of consumption made up of 
needy persons or families in the low-income bracket, whose 
ability to purchase in the open market is insufficient to 
meet the family needs.

An average of 300 Millville cases, representing 1,250 
persons, received free a wide variety of food and clothing 
items distributed on a weekly basis. In addition, the 
school lunch and nursery school projects, representing an 
enrollment of 170 children, were the recipients of a gen
erous amount and variety of surplus food commodities.
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The distribution center for this activity is located in the 
large room on the first floor of Millville Town Hall, and 
employs two full-time W. P. A. employees, who are 
assisted by four workers from the Millville welfare rolls. 
The following is a list of food and clothing items received 
for distribution at the Millville Center for the period 
from January 1, 1939, to April 20, 1940, which rather 
strikingly illustrates the volume and extent of Surplus 
Commodities distribution in Millville:

Federal Surplus Commodities distributed in Millville for the Period from  
January 1, 1989, to April 20, 191fl.

F o o d .
Apples, fresh (pounds) . 28,063 Grapefruit juice, canned
Beans, pea, dried (pounds) . 12,796 (cans) . 6,662
Butter (pounds) . 29,307 Milk, evaporated, canned
Beans, string (pounds) 58 (cans) . 11,849
Cabbage, fresh (pounds) 5,363 Milk, dried (pounds) . 1,896
Carrots, fresh (pounds) 2,275 Oranges, fresh (pounds) . 24,745

14,146 Potatoes, sweet (pounds) 2,735
Potatoes, white (pounds) . 10,827Cheese (pounds) . 1,275 Prunes, dried (pounds) . 22,529

Corn meal (pounds) 37,618 Raisins (pounds) . 10,059
Eggs (dozen) 5,587 Rice (pounds) 4,765
Fish, fresh (pounds) 948 Tomatoes, fresh (pounds) . 5,324
Flour, graham (pounds) 19,573 Squash, fresh (pounds) . . 6,833
Flour, wheat (pounds) . 47,460 Rolled oats (pounds) . 7,550
Grapefruit, fresh (pounds) 13,285 Lard (pounds) . 7,348

C l o t h in g .
Pieces. Pieces.

Bloomers, girls’ 357 Shirts, men’s and boys’ . . 1,700
Bloomers, ■women’s 174 Shorts, men’s and boys’ 984
Blouses, women’s and girls’ . 90 Skirts, women’s and girls’ 268
Combinations 74 Slips, women’s and girls’ 831
Diapers . . . . 174 Smocks 60
Dresses, girls’ , cotton . 1,353 Suits, boys’ , cotton 384
Dresses, women’s 1,037 Suits, sun, children’s 48
Jackets, men’s and boys’ , Sweaters, men’s and boys’ 13

wool . . . . 105 Union suits, men’s and boys’ 140
Layettes . . . . 20 Dungarees and overalls, men’s
Nightgowns, girls’ 84 and young men’s 409
Nightgowns, women’s . 138 Dungarees and overalls, boys’ 218
Nightshirts, men’s 15 Pajamas, children’s 628
Pajamas, women’s and misses’ 14 Pants, boys’ 558
Pajamas, men’s and young

men’s . . . . 172 Total . . 10,849
Pants, men’s and young men’s 801

V a l u e s .

F o o d .........................................................................*21,345 62
C l o t h i n g ..............................................................  7,283 45

Total . . $28,629 07
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1 he W. P . A. nursery school, occupying quarters in 
the town Hall, has now completed four years of sessions, 
with the exception of short vacations during the summer 
months. This activity is conducted under the sponsor
ship of the W. P . A. educational program of the State 
Department of Education, and is state-wide in scope. 
Enrollment is limited to children in the age group be
tween three and five years. The local project is imple
mented to accommodate a maximum of 25 children with 
a normal attendance closely averaging the maximum 
figure. A five-day week schedule is in effect, the daily 
sessions being continuous from 9 a .m. to 2 p.m., with a 
full noonday meal furnished, after which there is a relaxa
tion period, with individual cots provided for the children. 
Teaching and training procedure is standardized through
out the State. The project gives employment to three 
women who have received intensive training in the proper 
methods of conducting the nursery school. Local super
vision of this activity is delegated to the superintendent 
of schools.

1 he forest fire hazard in Millville resulting from hurri
cane damage to woodland was negligible in comparison 
to some less fortunate near-by communities, especially 
the East Douglas area. The emergency forest fire danger 
in Millville was dispelled quickly under W. P. A. projects, 
and Millville was the first in this section to receive the 
“ under control” signal from Federal and state authorities 
indicating that forest fire danger here was at a normal 
level. This gave opportunity to W. P. A. workers from 
Millville to augment the crews working in other parts of 
the county. A group of 27 workers from Millville were 
assigned to forest fire hazard reduction activities in East 
Douglas in March of 1939, and were thus employed for 
a period of eight months. The devastated areas where 
the men labored included hundreds of acres of downed 
hard wood and pine growths, and the task of bringing 
some semblance of normalcy out of the existing chaos was 
long and arduous.
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The National Youth program in Millville has provided 
part-time employment to an average of 22 persons during 
the period of this report, including 10 girls and 12 boys 
between the ages of 18 and 24. The group works on a 
schedule of 55 hours per month, at a maximum monthly 
wage of $21. N. Y. A. workers in Millville consist of out- 
of-school youths drawn from actual relief cases or from 
families whose income is insufficient to meet basic needs. 
The boys’ unit was engaged, for the most part, in per
forming work preparatory to reforestation in Millville- 
owned areas by cutting brush and clearing for setting out 
pine seedlings. They were also assigned the task of 
constructing two water holes for fire protection purposes 
in the Chestnut Hill section, one of which is completed 
and the other well under way at the time of this report. 
Wherever possible, within the limits of the program, every 
effort is made to give each youth an opportunity to try 
his hand in several different occupations in order to 
acquire work experience and skill to improve his chances of 
qualifying for private employment.

The girls’ unit of the N. Y. A. served as assistants at 
the local sewing project, the school lunch project and in 
general clerical capacity. These boys and girls have 
shown interest and enthusiasm in their assigned tasks, 
performing them in a praiseworthy manner. As a part 
of the National Defense program the N. Y. A. is sponsor
ing a plan having as its objective the training of youths 
in mechanical pursuits. The activity is planned on a 
nation-wide- scope wherein youths coming within the 
age limits prescribed by N. Y. A. regulations, in groups 
of 50, will be given intensive training in those mechanical 
occupations considered essential in production for carry
ing out the defense program.

Millville is tentatively listed as a location for a training 
unit, according to information thus far received.

Since the formation of the Civilian Conservation Corps 
in 1933 more than 100 Millville boys have enrolled for 
terms of from six months to two years, all of whom have
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benefited greatly from the training and experience. The 
allotment of $22 per month which the enrollees are re
quired to make to their families has aided substantially 
in many Millville homes. Boys returning from the 
C. C. C. have in practically all instances shown a re
markable gain in physical well-being, self-reliance and 
general bearing. By applying themselves diligently to 
the training and study offered by the C. C. C., several 
Millville youths have secured positions in conservation 
departments of the State and Nation.

Schedule of Federal Expenditures, classified by Projects, in Millville for 
the Period from January 1, 1939, to April 20, 19 jO.

N a m e  o f  P r o j e c t .
Average
Number

of
Workers.

Labor 
Pay Roll.

Materials 
and Com
modities.

Truck 
Hire and 
Equip
ment.

Total.

W. P. A. sewing project 28 $28,681 00 $7,136 28 - $35,817 28

Housekeeping aids 4 3,649 77 - - 3,649 77

W. P. A. school lunch 7 2,080 95 900 00 $75 00 3,055 95

Recreation center develop- 25 19,949 83 980 01 _ 20,929 84
ment.

River and stream clearance . 22 2,018 22 - - 2,018 22

Moth suppression 20 4,078 58 - - 4,078 58

Improve streets and high- 40 19,048 92 117 00 - 19,165 92
wavs. »»

Improve town forests . 30 13,633 31 - - 13,633 31

Main Street drainage . 18 6,226 74 522 00 - 6,748 74

Fireproof vault . 5 630 54 60 00 - 690 54

Storm damage reconstruct 10 450 60 68 00 _ 518 60
tion.

Federal Commodities distri- 2 2,035 72 28,629 07 30,664 79
bution.

W. P. A. nursery school 3 3,062 43 - - 3,06

Forest fire hazard reduction 27 9,809 41 - - 9,809 41

National Youth projects 22 6,864 00 - - 6,864 00

Totals . . . . - $122,220 02 $38,412 36 $75 00 $160,707 38
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As highway work has been one of the ways of furnishing 
employment, information in respect to that is given as 
follows:

C h a pt e r  90, H ig h w a y  M a in t e n a n c e , Ja n u a r y  1, 1939, 
to A p r il  20, 1940.

An allotment to Millville in the sum of $1,000 each 
from the State and county, under chapter 90 of the 
General Laws for the year 1939, was applied to main
tenance of sections of the Chestnut Hill Road and Cen
tral Street. The work consisted of repairs to shoulders, 
installation of drainage, the application of armor coats 
of asphalt and peastone for surfacing, brush-cutting and 
setting boundstones, all of which constitutes a major 
and lasting improvement. The State Department of 
Public Works furnished plans, specifications and super
vision. Labor for the undertaking came from the Mill
ville welfare rolls.

Schedules showing classification of expenditures under 
chapter 81 and chapter 90 for the year 1939 follow:

Chapter 90, Contract No. 7049, Highway Maintenance.

W a g e s ..........................................................................................$503 26
Truck r e n t a l .........................................................................  80 00
Road roller r e n t a l ............................................................................I l l  00
A s p h a l t .................................................................................. 645 68
P e a s to n e .................................................................................. 676 00

T o t a l .......................................................................................$2,015 94

Chapter 81, Contract No. 8323, Highway Maintenance.

W a g e s ....................................................................................... $2,249 32
Sand and g r a v e l .................................................................  80 60
Truck r e n t a l .......................................................................... 494 75
Road roller r e n t a l .................................................................. 289 50
Tractor-grader r e n t a l .........................................................  70 00
Road oil and t a r .................................................................. 2,025 25
P e a s to n e .................................................................................. 509 27
Road b r o o m s .......................................................................... 10 00

T o t a l ..................................................................................$5,728 69
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Ch a pter  81, H ig h w a y  M a in t e n a n c e , Ja n u a r y  1, 1939, 
to April 20, 1940.

A group of nineteen highways in Millville was selected 
for maintenance work under the provisions of chapter 
81 of the General Laws for the year 1939. Work was 
started on May 22, 1939, under contract No. 3323, and 
was completed on October 13, 1939, including graveling, 
grading, shoulder repairs, drainage installation, brush- 
cutting and bituminous surface applications. The result
ing improvement to various highways was most satis
factory. The total cost of the project was $5,728.69, of 
which sum the Commonwealth contributed $2,550. The 
labor requirements for the activity were supplied from 
the Millville welfare rolls. Plans, specifications and 
supervision for this work were under the direction of the 
State Department of Public Works. A detailed statis
tical schedule prepared by the district highway engineer, 
showing the scope of the work involved, is submitted 
herewith.
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The care of the health of the children of Millville being 
of vital importance, the report hi respect to this is given, 
first, in relation to the health instruction in the schools, 
and second, in respect to a report on the health program 
in general for the children of Millville. The report on 
the general health program is here given in its entirety.

Report on a Health Program for the Children of Millville, 
January 1, 1939, to December 31, 1939.

Five Years of Health Service:
Fredrika Moore, A.B., M.D., School Medical Officer, Millville, Consultant 

in School Hygiene, Massachusetts Department of Public Health. 
Health Instruction in the Schools of Millville:

Anne Whitney, A.B., Milton, Mass., Former Director of Health Educa
tion Division, American Child Health Association, New York.

The Well Child Conference:
Sallie H. Saunders, M.D., Child Welfare Physician, Massachusetts De

partment of Public Health.
Health Supervision for Millville Pre-school Children:

Irene Haggerty, R.N., Public Health Nurse, Millville.
Millville Steering Committee:

Mary C. Robinson, Secretary-Treasurer of Millville Steering Committee.

FIVE YEARS OF HEALTH SERVICE.
F redrika  M o o r e , A.B., M.D., School Medical Officer, Millville, Mass.; Con

sultant in School Hygiene, Massachusetts Department of Public Health.

December 31, 1939, marks the end of five years of 
united effort in behalf of the children of Millville, which 
makes it an appropriate moment to pause for a summing 
up of past successes and failures as well as for an attempt 
at forecasting the future.

Conditions in General.
Financially the town is no more able to support its 

own health program than it was in 1935, but of interest 
and moral support it gives generously. What it can do 
financially it does. Each year there has been a project 
of some kind to raise money for a dental clinic. It might 
be a series of card parties or an entertainment. The
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last two years there have been food sales at which 
Thanksgiving supplies could be bought.

These efforts represent more than returns in dollars 
and cents. They rate high in the intangible but valuable 
qualities of co-operation, interest and self-respect, as 
well as appreciation of the value of healthy children.

Since the first hard years, when the depression was 
spiritual as well as material, the morale of the town has 
improved. Much credit is due the parents who manage 
under great handicap to keep their children so warmly 
clothed and happy. However, with times what they are 
some help has been needed to produce the strong bodies 
which it is the right of all children to have, and which 
it is to the advantage of our country that they should 
have.

Friends of Millville Who have Helped.
The idea of a health program for the children origi

nated with the Millville Municipal Finance Commission 
which has continued its moral and financial backing 
throughout the five years. In particular, Mr. Long’s 
faith in the program and his encouragement of the 
workers have helped them over many discouraging 
moments.

The State Department of Public Health has permitted 
various members of its staff to give liberally of their 
time. Miss Aura Kepler, consultant in public health 
nursing, previous to 1935 laid the foundations for the 
work to come by initiating a Community Council and a 
Steering Committee.

Miss Mary Robinson of the Department of Public 
Welfare has proved invaluable as an advisor.

The Worcester County Extension Service has made 
dental care at reasonable rates possible, and the Worces
ter Guild for the Hard of Hearing early in the five years 
established the practice of testing ears with the audio
meter.

Even so, little could have been accomplished without 
the students and faculty of Wellesley College, who wanted



1941.] HOUSE — No. 2830. 35

to adopt a town and chose Millville. They have played 
Santa Claus not only to the little children at Christmas 
but to all the children all the year around.

The funds supplied by Wellesley and those raised in 
the town have been administered by the Millville Steer
ing Committee, composed of 4 members from the town, 
2 from the State Department of Public Health, 1 from 
the Department of Public Welfare, and 2 from Wellesley 
College.

It has always been the policy of the committee to spend 
the funds hi a way which would benefit as many children 
as possible in preference to giving intensive treatment to 
a few. Where this has been necessary help has been 
asked of state agencies. The state crippled child program 
has been especially generous to us in this respect.

To mention all the friends of the children within Mill
ville itself would make too long a list. There are not 
only Mr. McLaughlin, the superintendent of schools, 
Mrs. McManus, Miss Mahoney and the teachers, Mrs. 
Beveridge, Mrs. Carroll who worked hard to inaugurate 
the dental clinic, but many others who have put their 
shoulders to the w'heel. Their thanks must come through 
the glow of satisfaction in work well done when they 
see the sturdy boys and girls whom they have helped to 
build.

Medical and Nursing Service (One Day a Week).
When the work started in 1935 it was reported that no 

examination of the school children had been made for 
several years.

There was no proper place for examinations, no files, 
no place for equipment. The first year or so the examina
tions in the Longfellow School were made in the cooking 
room; in the other buildings, in halls or classrooms with 
the aid of screens and coats to ensure privacy.

After the lunchroom in the basement of the Longfellow 
School was opened the stoves and tables went down there 
and the old cooking room was turned into a Health Serv
ice Room. I he walls were repainted, the Steering Com
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mittee bought scales (the portable ones were taken to 
Chestnut Hill), the W. P. A. carpenter made files, a cabi
net for supplies, a coat rack and screens for some of the 
windows. This year a cot and blanket have been added. 
Cheerful pictures make the room attractive.

All the children, except those at Chestnut Hill, come 
here for examinations and conferences. At Chestnut Hill 
the examinations must be made behind a screen, or, if it 
is not too cold, in the little coat room.

The following technique of examinations has been 
worked out through the five years. To enumerate the 
different steps in development would consume too much 
space. Grades 1, 3, 5 and 7 are given what is called a 
“ Health Examination.” The children are undressed to 
the waist and the shoes are removed. Examination is 
made of nutrition, posture, hair, skin, teeth, nose, throat, 
heart, lungs, nervous system, feet and spine. This takes 
from five to eight minutes, hence is not as intensive an 
examination as a doctor could make in his office, but it is 
sufficiently thorough to pick up any deviations from 
normal. When these occur they are reported to the family, 
whose responsibility it then is to take steps for further 
examination or for treatment. Time is taken at the 
examination to talk to the children about their health 
habits.

Grades 2, 4, 6 and 8 (there is no high school) are given 
what is known as a “ check examination.” Each child is 
seen, his sickness record of the past year looked into and 
any defects noted previously checked for correction. At 
first it was thought that having a “ check examination” 
every other year would save some time, but this has not 
proved to be the case, since the minutes fill themselves 
up with individualized health education.

At both types of examination the children are weighed 
and measured by the nurse — a procedure which seems 
suited to this particular situation. Customarily it is done 
by the teachers previous to the examination. It is es
sential for the nurse to be present at examinations for 
various reasons, but especially to help the examiner with
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her knowledge of the child’s health history. As the ex
aminer in this case makes her own entries on the physical 
record cards the nurse is free to weigh and measure at 
the same time.

The physical record is cumulative, entered on a card 
prescribed by the State.

Ears of children in grades 4, 6 and 8 are tested with the 
audiometer, and in other grades with the Sperry Watch, 
which has been standardized to correspond with the 
audiometer.

The eyes are tested with the E Chart which is artifi
cially illuminated. One year the Betts Method was used 
for testing. This, however, was unsatisfactory as it 
indicated certain children in need of attention who were 
found normal upon a specialist’s examination.

Parents are invited to be present at the examinations, 
as it is advantageous for them to talk over the children’s 
health with the physician. She, on her part, profits by 
the parent’s knowledge of the child. At first many parents 
came, but since they have become familiar with the pro
cedure some do not continue the custom as they seem to 
feel that their presence is not so necessary. This is a 
mistake.

The first year a series of meetings for parents was held 
that they might meet the physician and learn something 
about the significance of different defects and their 
possible outcomes.

Always when the examinations are finished notes are 
sent to the parents of children who need attention of one 
kind or another. To these notes are attached two forms, 
one for the parent to sign and one for the attending physi
cian. These forms have proved so satisfactory that they 
have been adopted for state-wide use.

If there is need for it the school nurse visits the mother.
The teachers are given health records of their pupils, 

and teachers and examiner talk over together the needs 
of the children.

Children with defective hearing or with questionable 
tonsils are gone over again, this time by a specialist.
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Those selected as needing attention are cared for by their 
physicians or by a clinic. The families who are hard 
pressed financially, yet wish their private physicians to 
perform the tonsillectomies, are backed financially to the 
same amount as would have been paid to the hospital 
clinic.

A special eye clinic is arranged by an oculist for those 
who need it, and an optical firm gives a 20 per cent dis
count on glasses. The children are given the specialist’s 
examination, but they are expected to pay half the cost 
of the glasses.

Any program such as the one above necessitates la
borious but none the less necessary record keeping. 
There are the children’s health records to be kept up to 
date, and, in addition, both physician and nurse keep 
daily and monthly records of their activities. The amount 
of time spent in record keeping justifies itself when it 
makes possible evaluation of the work done.

The following figures and graphs tell the story of de
fects corrected:

Per Cent of Children having Certain Defects.

December 31, 
1934

December 31, 
1936.

December 31, 
1939.

Total having defects . . . .  

Number having most prevalent defects:

91 - 68*

N u t r i t i o n ............................................. 28 - 11*

Posture ....................................................... 18 - 54

Teeth .................................... 84 - 504

T h r o a t ...................................................... 24 - 4

N o s e ...................................................... 9 - 6

V i s i o n ...................................................... - 3è 3

Hearing . . . . . . - 6 9
--------------------------------- 1------------------------------— ---------------------- -

It is easy to see that defects of teeth are the big problem 
in Millville as elsewhere. If dental defects are omitted 
the per cent of children with defects is 45 in 1934 and 37 
in 1939.
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Nutrition Program.
The rising tide of dental caries can be stemmed only 

when we realize that filling teeth, though essential, is 
merely a stop gap figuratively as well as literally, and 
apply our most earnest efforts toward building a strong 
bulwark of good nutrition.

The condition or nutrition of a person’s body affects 
not teeth alone but bones, muscles, growth and strength, 
as well as disposition and attitude toward life. It is a 
complicated affair depending on many factors, not only 
sufficient food but the right kind of food, the amount of 
sleep, exercise, sunshine, freedom from infection, free
dom from prolonged worry, to mention the more import
ant of them.

Plumpness does not necessarily indicate good nutrition, 
which must be judged by careful observation.

In Millville at the beginning of the program 28 per cent 
of the children showed poor nutrition. Many of these 
were plump, but examination revealed the tj^pe of mal
nutrition known as “ hidden hunger,” which indicates a 
lack of sufficient vitamins and minerals. These are very 
apt to be lacking in diets during a period of depression, 
when a lean pocketbook usually buys the starchy foods 
which satisfy the immediate appetite and give some 
energy without fulfilling other needs of the body.

What to do was carefully considered. With plenty of 
money it is comparatively easy to supply a varied diet, 
but with a limited income more knowledge of food values 
and how to buy food wisely is needed than most people 
possess. Even where balanced meals are provided, un
fortunately children often are permitted to pick and choose 
for themselves what they want to eat. It was finally de
cided that one of the most useful things which the Welles
ley friends could do would be to provide a trained nu
tritionist who would be available to those mothers wanting 
advice, and who could at the same time teach the children 
what they should eat and interest them in eating it.



40 HOUSE — No. 2830. [July

So for each of the summers of 1935 and 1936, Miss 
Dorothy Hager spent three months in Millville. With 
excellent preparation for nutrition work she was experi
enced in handling children. There was nothing stereo
typed about her instruction. Believing in learning through 
doing, she made the doing so acceptable, so in line with 
the children’s interests, that the work became really a 
combined nutrition and recreation program. She felt 
that the children needed more opportunity for super
vised recreation. An enumeration of some of the ac
tivities will give an idea of what went on during those 
summers.

There were cooking classes for the girls, who were 
divided into older and younger groups; clubs for the 
older and younger boys, who evolved a health circus and 
puppet show. All of the children weighed themselves 
regularly, and prizes were offered for those who gained 
three pounds or more during the summer. This uncov
ered a real obstacle to good nutrition. Many of the chil
dren walk 13̂ 2 miles each way through the sun to the 
reservoir and spend an hour or so in the water, which is 
too strength consuming for some of them. There were 
picnics where preparation of wholesome sandwiches and 
drinks was learned, as well as outdoor cooking. The 
boys, under Mr. Daniel Hart, went on a week’s camping 
trip with Miss Hager’s advice on the culinary arrange
ments.

The Chestnut Hill children fed two white rats differ
ent diets and observed the effects of each. In the younger 
children there were health stories and plays. Every one 
young and old enjoyed the health movies. Each year 
the children invited their mothers to a final party, where 
entertainment and refreshments were provided. Mothers 
attended talks and went home with leaflets to help them 
to remember, many receiving individual help with the 
problem of making one dollar stretch till it looked like 
two. To say that both parents and children became more 
health conscious, that the children learned to like more 
foods and acquired the art of preparing them, is to state
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in a drab way some of the outcomes of a colorful experi
ence. Assisting Miss Hager was a nutrition committee 
of parents and teachers.

Another crop of children who have not known Miss 
Hager is coming up into the schools, but now there are 
aids to nutrition and growth which did not exist at first 
— the careful health examinations, consultations with 
parents, health instruction in the classrooms, supple
mentary milk for some children, and the midday school 
lunch.

This latter could not have been achieved without the 
assistance of W. P. A. In 1935 many children brought 
cold lunches and ate them in a classroom under the 
supervision of a teacher before going out to play. The 
warm dish, which is considered to be so desirable by 
those who should know, was not in existence. How to 
provide it was one of the problems of the first year. 
Before there was time to evolve a plan for a hot lunch 
for the other schools, Mrs. Flynn was preparing one for 
her children at Chestnut Hill. Each family represented 
in the school sent m foodstuff of some kind once a week, 
and Mrs. Flynn concocted a lunch on the school stove. 
The children brought their own milk and toasted bread 
over the coals. This, of course, effectively filled any 
spare minutes for rest which Mrs. Flynn might have had 
at noon, and was not good from the standpoint of teacher, 
desirable as health was for the children.

Just before the Christmas vacation of 1935 Mr. Mc
Laughlin took us to look at different rooms which might 
be available for use in a school lunch project. An unused 
room in the basement of the Longfellow School was 
selected as the most practical, though dark and in dis
repair. It had been used once as a manual training room, 
and still contained the benches and tools, as well as the 
grime of several years’ disuse. By the end of the Christ
mas vacation, however, a transformation had occurred. 
The windows and floor had been washed, the walls 
sheathed, and the cooking apparatus from upstairs had 
replaced work benches. There were tables, benches for
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seats, and cupboards for utensils made by the W. P. A. 
carpenter. Later, curtains, posters and plants made the 
room more attractive. So, though still dark and hardly 
ideal, a very livable lunchroom has been evolved. 
Through the interest of Mrs. Strickland, the present 
manager, an ice box and other equipment have been added. 
At the outset the dishes were bought by the Community 
Council, with a contribution from Wellesley. Since then 
additions have been made by W. P. A., under whose 
auspices the lunch has been run. Being backed by 
W. P. A., the lunch has suffered the same ups and downs 
as that organization, but fortunately has survived the 
various vicissitudes.

State nutritionists have assisted with the planning of 
menus, which have sometimes been used and sometimes 
not. This spring new equipment was added and a more 
liberal allowance for commodities permitted. Hence a 
more adequate lunch has been possible, though it is 
necessary for the children to supplement it with some 
food, such as sandwiches, from home.

From 80 to 170 children have been served daily at one 
time or another. The children from Portable and Banni- 
gan schools come here for lunch. The lunch is sent to 
Chestnut Hill in containers and to Bannigan the same 
way in bad weather. N. Y. A. girls wash the dishes in 
those places. It would be very desirable to have a worker 
serve the lunch at Chestnut Hill, since it takes all the 
teacher’s time during the noon hour to attend to it, 
allowing her no time for a moment’s relaxation.

In the beginning attendance at the lunch was limited 
to those children who lived twenty minutes’ or more walk 
from school, or whose parents were not at home at noon, 
but that restriction has now been removed.

Sometimes the children’s tastes have been catered to 
more than is reasonable, but, on the whole, the children 
have learned to eat and to like some new and wholesome 
dishes. Dark bread seems to be the most difficult hurdle 
to surmount.
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Nutritionists, basing their statements upon experience, 
say that children properly handled can be taught to eat 
willingly the proper foods. Indeed, a lunchroom without 
accompanying health instruction does not realize its full 
potentiality. So health teaching in the classrooms has 
accompanied lunchroom activities. An informal study 
in 1937 of the habits of 60 children showed how necessary 
this is. These children, who were mostly in the lower 
grades, were a random sampling and in no way unusual.

38 per cent were not taking enough milk.
38 per cent needed more fruit.
45 per cent needed more vegetables.
46 per cent had overabundance of sweets.
25 per cent needed more rest.

Perhaps the lack of fruit and vegetables was partly 
due to difficulty with the family pocketbook and not 
fussiness on the children’s part; but if so, how did they 
manage to get more sweets than they needed? The im
portance of knowing what correct habits of living are, 
and being willing to follow them, cannot be overestimated.

A group of children whose nutrition was far below what 
is considered desirable has been given a supplementary 
milk lunch in the middle of the morning during the last 
year. Miss Whitney has followed up these children, 
keeping their growth graphs and giving individualized 
health teaching.

This last year a much needed addition to the health 
equipment has come in the form of cots. These have 
been placed in Longfellow, Chestnut Hill and Bannigan 
schools. The W. P. A. knitting mills made covers to go 
with the cots. In Chestnut Hill and Bannigan the cots 
are in frequent use by children wrho are fatigued or under 
par, and for whom a period of daily rest is desirable. 
Children have been known to sleep two hours at a stretch. 
They are never disturbed, for children as tired as that 
profit little by school routine.

The maintenance of good nutrition should, perhaps, be 
the major concern of any school health service, since upon
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it depends the future well-being of the child as well as 
his present growth, emotional no less than physical. 
So far, in Millville, the drop of malnutrition from 28 
per cent to 11^2 per cent indicates that our efforts may 
be bearing fruit. Whether this drop will continue re
mains to be seen. Times being what they are, perhaps 
the irreducible minimum has been reached.

Dental Program.
In 1935 the Millville Community Council, under Mrs. 

Carroll, was already working on plans for a dental clinic. 
After much discussion it was decided to employ the 
Worcester County Traveling Dental Clinic which oper
ates under the auspices of the Worcester County Exten
sion Service.

At first the administrative policy was as follows:
1. Dental examination for all pre-school children.
2. Dental care for children 2 to 6 years.
3. Care of all children treated in past years.
4. Beginning in the first grade, care of all new cases going up through

the grades as far as finances permit.

Partly because ideas on clinical service have changed, 
and partly because this intensive service has caught up, 
so to speak, with dental needs, the policy has changed. 
Now no money is wasted on a dental examination, since 
practically every child needs to see the dentist. However, 
there is now less work to be done on each child, so that in 
1939 it was possible for every child whose parents wished 
it, to see the dentist in the allotted time for the clinic 
—  two months.

The clinic is held in the health service room at the 
Longfellow School. At first members of the Community 
Council assisted the dentist, then N. Y. A. girls “ took 
over.”

The work has been financed by money raised in Mill
ville through entertainments, food sales, etc., and fees 
from the children supplemented by the Wellesley Fund. 
At first 60 cents a visit was asked, but this proved to be
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impractical. After experimenting with different fees, 
10 cents for the first visit and 5 cents for every following 
visit were decided upon and have proved satisfactory to 
every one.

In the beginning, cleanings were done, but this was 
discontinued as an unjustifiable expense, since it meant 
that there would be less money for the more important 
repair work.

It is believed that, by 1941 only five weeks of dental 
service instead of eight will be necessary to keep the chil
dren’s mouths in condition.

Communicable Disease Control.
While there have been epidemics of the various com

municable diseases, they fortunately have been small 
and easily controlled. Only once have the schools been 
forced to close. That was for the popularly called “ three 
day flu,” when practically every child was stricken within 
a period of ten days.

The state law requires that a child who has been absent 
because of communicable disease must have a certificate 
from the school physician or the board of health before 
returning to school. Literal compliance is impossible in 
Millville, since the school medical officer does not live in 
town. On the days when she is present the children are 
referred to her. For the rest of the time the teachers have 
definite directions as to the length of time which a child 
must stay out of school. So far this plan has worked well, 
but in the face of a serious epidemic another would have 
to be made.

Immunization and vaccination are done at the Town 
Hall by the county health officer. This is a pre-school 
program, as it should be.

Emergency Care.
So far there have been no serious accidents on school 

property. Each building, except the Portable which uses 
the Longfellow material, has a first aid kit. At the open
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ing of school these kits are checked by the nurse and put 
in order. The teachers are responsible for first aid, except 
when the physician or nurse is available. Cots are now 
available for all the schools. The rules forbid changing 
dressings put on outside of school, or the application of a 
second dressing. The teachers have received some in
struction in simple first aid.

Environment.
The environment in which we live has a dual effect upon 

us, — the physical, which is good or otherwise, according 
to the conditions of light, heat, water supply, toilet facili
ties, etc., and the emotional, which may likewise be good 
or bad, depending upon sunshine, cleanliness, beauty, etc.

Millville is handicapped by school buildings which are 
even yet substandard, though considerable has been done 
to improve them during the last five years.

The lighting five years ago was much below the mini
mum desirable standard of 10 foot candles. This has 
been remedied in Longfellow and Bannigan schools by 
the installation of new wiring, higher wattage bulbs and 
proper luminaries. The improvement is evident from the 
measurements taken in some of the rooms with artificial 
lights on, as they must be during most of the dark winter 
days.

F o o t  C a n d l e s .

Before. After.

Miss K e o u g h ............................................. 5 10

Miss M a r t i n ............................................................... 6 12

Miss Butler . . . . . . . . S 10

Miss M elifant............................................................... 3 10

These tests were both made in the spring on a sunny 
day. Of course, in the winter there would be fewer foot 
candles of light than indicated here, but there is not much 
more that can be done to better the light without undue
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expense. In Chestnut Hill there is crying need for the 
installation of new lighting equipment. Light in the 
Portable is poor, also, but the first and second grade chil
dren do not use their eyes for close work for long at a time.

There is seldom trouble with too little heat in the class
rooms. It is apt to be the other way around. The teach
ers, however, have become more heat conscious and are 
really trying to keep their room temperatures around 70°, 
much to the benefit of their pupils, who are showing less 
irritation of the nose and throat.

The worst problem, and one that is seemingly insur
mountable, is the lack of water; that is, water that is fit 
to drink. At times there is not enough for any purpose. 
Water is piped into the toilets at Longfellow, and recently 
has been piped into the lunchroom, but not for drinking- 
purposes. -All other water used must be carried from the 
wells of long-suffering neighbors. Considerable money 
has been sunk, literally and figuratively, in driving an 
artesian well behind the Longfellow School. This well 
has not a sufficient supply to serve the school toilets, and 
must be supplemented by a neighboring well.

The children are asked not to drink water in school. 
Some one may wonder why this should be, since they 
drink from home wells which have not been tested. The 
answer is that it is one thing for the children to drink at 
their own wells and another for the public authorities to 
furnish them with water known to be questionable. As 
far as is known no one has as yet been made sick by the 
water. We can hope that no one ever will be, but that 
does not excuse us from responsibility.

At Portable the toilets are chemical. They have reached 
a point where they need some attention. There are pit 
toilets at Chestnut Hill. They also need repair work. 
In addition the teacher has suggested that if they could 
be connected with the school by a covered passage the 
children would not be exposed to the weather getting to 
them, which would be a help, especially in winter.

At Bannigan the old toilets were replaced a short time 
ago by septic tank toilets built by the United States Pub-



48 HOUSE — No. 2830. [July

lie Health Service. A project for similar toilets, as well 
as running water in the schools, was accepted at Washing
ton, but this one toilet was the only part of the project 
completed.

There are no proper hand-washing facilities. Hand 
basins are used and the water dipped out of a pail. Five 
years ago, what soap and towels were used were furnished 
by the teachers out of their own pockets. Now the school 
takes care of it. The children at Longfellow have or
ganized an efficient hand-washing project in preparation 
for eating lunch.

With 2 pails, 2 oil cans, 2 watering cans and 2 squads 
to operate them, the children walk in 2 lines to a pail and 
hold their hands over it. Soap is squirted from the oil 
cans over the hands and water poured on. A monitor 
hands out paper towels. A modified plan is used at 
Chestnut Hill and Bannigan.

Screens at Chestnut Hill and the health room now keep 
out unwelcome and unhygienic visitors, such as flies and 
wasps, and classroom walls washed or painted are an aid 
to better lighting.

Facilities for recreation have already been listed as a 
need. A physical education teacher on part time would 
be a boon, but that is too much to expect. Eventually 
there will be a much better playground at Longfellow 
when work on it is completed, but there is great need for 
a room which can be used for recreation on stormy days. 
At recess all the children, and during the noon hour those 
who stay at noon, play in the rain like so many ducks, 
then go inside and sit with damp clothing and feet. This 
may be one explanation of the seemingly heavy incidence 
of “ colds.” There is no solution of this problem in sight 
at present.

Of course, the answers to our environmental problems 
are a new consolidated school and a water supply. The 
school building would be less expensive to keep up than 
four buildings, and so would in time partially pay for 
itself.
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Forms and Letters.
A certain amount of record keeping is essential to any 

project, especially are records necessary for purposes of 
evaluation. Sometimes they are permitted to become so 
numerous that more time is spent upon keeping them than 
upon the work which they are supposed to facilitate. This 
danger has been avoided in the development of the pro
gram in Millville. The forms and letters in use are as 
follows (for samples see previous reports):
1. The State Physical Record.

Required cumulative individual record of physical condition 
of each child.

2. Triplicate Report Form.
This was first tried out in Millville and proved so successful 

it has been put to state-wide use. The first slip notifies the 
parent of a defect. The parent signifies on the second his in
tention toward the defect. The doctor or clinic signs the third 
after further examination of the child.

3. The Classroom Record of Defects.
A record for the teacher of the defects found in her children.

4. A form sent to parents of first grade children upon which they
note the child’s previous disease history.

5. Records of immunizations and vaccinations.
6. Doctor’s report (daily, monthly).
7. Nurse’s report (daily, monthly).
8. Dental permits and permits for operations.
9. Dental certificates of work completed.

10. Letter inviting parent to be present at the health examination.
11. Letter inviting parent to come to the school for a special conference.
12. Referral slip for use when a child is referred by teacher to physi

cian or nurse for special attention.
13. Accident Report.

N. Y. A. girls have been used to multigraph such of 
these forms as are not supplied by the State.

Nursery School.
For two years, until the advent of the State Well Child 

Conference in 1937, the nursery school children were 
included in the general health examination of the school
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children. Since then they have received more intensive 
attention, as the Well Child Conference staff is composed 
of a physician, a nurse, a dental expert and a nutritionist. 
The clinic visits the town once a year, and the mothers 
attending are given detailed information as to their chil
dren’s physical condition as well as information on hy
giene. The Commission supplies a public health nurse, 
who is at the service of the mothers one day a week. The 
pre-school children enjoy the same privileges of the 
Wellesley Fund as do the school children for the correc
tion of defects. In addition, the fund supplies cod liver 
oil, to be used at the advice of the physician.

Health Education.
This is one of the most important, if not the most im

portant, aspect of the program. Without the knowledge 
of how to live healthfully personally, and how to modify 
the environment to advantage, and without the will to 
do these things, defect correcting will be of no more than 
temporary value.

The goal in Millville has been development of health 
judgment and appreciation as well as acquisition of facts, 
not only through classroom instruction but by the use of 
the total health program as a teaching situation.

Needless to say, co-operation from the teachers is 
essential in any educational program. This has been given 
in full measure. Teachers’ meetings are held from time 
to time for the discussion of methods, materials and tech
nics. The Commission has provided means for the pur
chase of some materials and books. However, until 
Miss Whitney came, in 1938, classroom instruction was 
not definitely organized.

Millville has been fortunate enough to secure the serv
ices, temporarily at least, of Miss Anne Whitney, who 
was formerly Director of Educational Service of the 
American Child Health Association. Miss Whitney has 
visited Millville on the average of once a week to give 
the teachers the help they wanted in organizing health
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instruction. Preliminary to the planning a study was 
made of the current status of instruction. Tests and 
questionnaires were given to the pupils to supply a base 
on which the experimental program could be grounded. 
It was discovered that the time and thought given by the 
teachers to health instruction, and the use of real situa
tions as they arose for health teaching, had kept the 
average child well up to his age in health awareness.

Better organization is leading to less repetition in 
teaching, more opportunity for scientific methods, and 
definite progression from grade to grade.

The essential participation of parents in the program 
has been accomplished through parents’ meetings during 
the first year, through the presence of some of them at the 
health examinations, through interviews, the visits of the 
nurse to the homes, and through their own efforts to raise 
money for the dental clinic.

Additional contact has been possible through two news
papers which are taken in town. Health material, notices, 
etc., have been supplied these papers through the medium 
of local reporters.
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Daily and Monthly Report of School Physician.
Name: Fredrika Moore. Town: Millville.
Address: Month: Year: 1939.

Number. Time Spent 
(Hours).

Specify schools visited:

Nursery s c h o o l ............................................................... 3

L o n g f e l l o w ........................................................................ 40

B annigan................................................................................. 11

P o r t a b le ................................................................................. 17

Chestnut H i l l ........................................................................ 23

Number of visits to s c h o o l s ............................................. 94

Examinations:

Number of a n n u a l ............................................................... 276

Number of s p e c ia l ............................................................... 263 66*

Communicable disease control:

Number of classroom in sp e c t io n s .................................... 4

Number e x c lu d e d ............................................................... 4

O t h e r s .................................................................................. 28 i

Consultations:

Pupils (exclusive of exam inations).................................... 12

Parents (exclusive of examinations) . . . . 7

T e a ch e rs .................................................................................. 44

N u r s e .................................................................................. 32

S u p e r in t e n d e n t ................................................................ 10 62*

Sanitary inspections:

Number of sanitary in s p e c t io n s .................................... 19

Number of reports s e n t ...................................................... 1 2

First aid treatments:

Number of first aid t r e a t m e n t s .................................... 8 li

Health Education:

Talks to p u p i l s ................................................................ 2 1}

Meetings attended (specify):

Teachers’ m eetin gs ................................................................ 3

Steering C o m m i t t e e ...................................................... 1

Wellesley C o m m i t t e e ...................................................... 1 8

Other work (specify) :

Such as reports, records, etc.................................................. - 54

T r a v e l .................................................................................. - 115

Total number of hours, 311, or average of 7 hours per week for 11 months. 
Total number of hours without travel, 196.
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Suggested Daily and Monthly Report of School Nurse.
Year: 1939. Month: Name of nurse: Mrs. Nettie M. Beveridge. Town: Millville.

Number. Time Spent 
(Hours).

Schools visited:

Longfellow . . . . . . . . . 34

Bannigan.................................... ......... 22

Portable . . . . . . . . . . 33

Chestnut Hill . . . . . . . . . 9

Number of visits . . . . . . . . 98

Inspections:

Number of sanitary . . . . . . . 54

Number of classroom children . . . . . 501

Total e x c lu s io n s ...................................................... 13

Communicable diseases:

Whooping cough . . . . . . . 6

S k i n ........................................................................ 5

O t h e r ........................................................................ 2

Number referred to school physician . . . . 12

Number referred to family physician . . . . 3 20*

Health education:

Number of classroom t a l k s ............................................. 3

Number of meetings attended . . . . . 1 2i
Examinations and consultations:

Number w e i g h e d ............................................. ......... . 356

Number g a in in g ...................................................... 350

Number losing ................................................................ 6

Number of consultations:

S up erin ten d en t............................................................... 10

School physicians . . . . . . . . 32

T e a c h e r s ........................................................................ 90

Parents................................................................................. 61
C h i l d r e n ........................................................................ 34

O th e r s ................................................................................. 12 28*

Number of annual health examinations . . . . 386 50*
Number of eyes and ears rechecked . . . . 32 2
Number of first aid t r e a t m e n t s .................................... 32 71

Home visiting:

Number of h o m e s ............................................................... 150
Number of c h i l d r e n ...................................................... 201 67*
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Suggested Daily and Monthly Report of School Nurse —  Concluded.

Number. Time Spent 
(Hours).

Clinics:
Number of children attending toxin, antitoxin 6

Number of children attending other . . . . 35

Number of children taken to clinics . . . . 35 32}

Clerical work:

R e c o r d s .................................................................................. - 38}

Duty and travel time:

Number of hours on d u t y ............................................. - 268

Number of hours r e q u i r e d ............................................. - 222}

36 days, or 252 hours.
Travel time has not been separated from the activity with which it is connected. Children 

were taken to Dr. Whitney in Worcester for eye examinations. Children needing nose, throat 
and ear attention taken to Memorial Hospital in Worcester. In October and November an 
epidemic of whooping cough necessitated special inspections.

HEALTH INSTRUCTION IN THE SCHOOLS OF. MILLVILLE, 
JANUARY, 1939, TO DECEMBER, 1940 (INCLUSIVE).

A n n e  W h it n e y , Milton, Mass., Former Director, Education Service, American 
Child Health Association.

History of the Project.
Arrangements were made in September, 1938, to pro

vide a special advisory service to aid in the development 
of a program of health instruction for the schools of Mill
ville. A progress report was made in January, 1939, which 
outlined the purpose and scope of this project and pre
sented the tentative plan of procedure for its conduct. 
This report also included a brief statement of the steps 
taken previous to January, 1939.

This advisory service was continued, under the auspices 
of the Wellesley Fund and with the co-operation of Dr. 
Fredrika Moore, Division of Child Hygiene, Massachu
setts Department of Health, during the school years 1939- 
40 and 1940-41. The original arrangement provided 
advisory service to the equivalent of one day per week



1941.] HOUSE — No. 2830. 55

during the school year. This same time provision has 
been the basis of the arrangement for the subsequent 
years.

During the school year 1938-39 the advisory assistance 
was directed as follows:

1. A study was made of the status of the current program of health 
instruction. This included an analysis of the aims of the program, 
the specific objectives on which instruction was focused, the methods 
and materials used in each grade, and the results, in terms of pupil 
learning, in so far as these results could be appraised objectively. 
Ihe purpose of the study was to orient the existing instructional 
situation for the teachers in order that each might have the same 
understanding of the problems to be solved. This study also provided 
a base line in planning for future developments.

2. From data secured in this study a tentative “ total plan”  or 
blueprint of a future program was prepared. This outline indicated 
in a broad way the amounts and nature of health instruction which 
pupils at the various grade levels might use with profit and which it 
was practicable to offer in the curriculum of the Millville schools. 
Objectives for the different grades were listed in terms of what health 
practices and habits were desirable to foster and what health knowl
edge seemed sensible to require.

3. Based upon this tentative “ blueprint plan”  recommendations 
were made, at the request of the superintendent, of the additional 
text materials which teachers would need to carry forward the pro
gram of instruction in each grade. These texts were to be supplied 
gradually and as the development of the instruction required their use.

4. Observation of instruction in the various grades was continued 
over the entire year in order to get a more complete understanding 
of the special problems in the different grades.

5. All grades above the fourth were given standardized tests, and 
the results were carefully analyzed to find the areas of knowledge in 
which instruction could be most profitably focused in the different 
grades.

Special Features in the Program for the School Year 1939-40.
ihe health instruction developed during this year along 

the lines suggested in the “ blueprint” supplied the teach
ers in the previous year.

In Grades I to IV emphasis was placed by the teachers 
on the building by children of sensible health practices, 
and the development of right attitudes on the part of the
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children towards these practices. The teachers focused 
their instruction on what children can do to help them
selves “ to keep well” and “ to grow big and strong,” and 
on the when and how of these health practices. Science 
readers were provided for each child and were used to 
supplement the health readers already available for these 
groups. No attempt was made to give these small chil
dren standardized tests, but informal tests were used 
from time to time to check on their knowledge of what was 
desirable, and various devices were used to encourage 
regularity in the daily performance of these practices.

In Grades V and VI knowledge essential to an under
standing of the why of the health practices was given 
particular attention in the class instruction. The prac
tices themselves, as an essential part of daily living, were 
given additional weight through correlations with the 
studies in history and geography, in which the everyday 
living habits of other lands and other times were stressed 
and compared with the pupils’ own habits of living. 
Health texts were provided for these grades sufficient in 
number for one section to use at a time. The teachers in 
these grades have worked out a co-operative plan by 
which this supply of texts served both sections of the 
grade satisfactorily. Standardized tests were used to 
appraise progress, and the results were compared to the 
grade ratings of the previous year.

In Grades VII and VIII special efforts were made to 
give the pupils more knowledge of inventions and scientific 
discoveries, which has increased their opportunity to 
control their conduct and environments in the interest 
of improved health and greater happiness. More knowl
edge relating to the structure and functions of the human 
body was included in both these grades.

In Grade VII the health advisor gave one hour each 
week to class instruction in working out with the grade 
teacher a special problem in the instruction plan for 
this grade. This problem was concerned with devising 
methods to help children get a more scientific attitude 
towards health matters, and to improve their judgment 
in selecting sources from which to seek health information.
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A selection was made of certain important scientific 
facts in the fields of disease prevention and of nutrition 
which the pupils were aware of using in guiding their own 
health practices.

Stories were prepared to give the pupils a picture of 
the way in which these facts came to be known and how 
they were put to use in improving health. In this way 
pupils gained an understanding of how ideas were the 
outgrowth of intelligent observation, how such ideas 
were tested by scientific experimentation, and of the 
value of a practical demonstration of their usefulness 
before there is widespread application of such facts in the 
everyday living of humans. Furthermore, the pupils 
were led to see that knowledge has health value only as 
it is put to work in improving the health practices of the 
individual or the community.

Source materials of various kinds were assembled for 
pupil use, and the students were encouraged to secure 
additional information for themselves which would sup
plement or verify the statements made in the stories. 
These source materials included a variety of text materials, 
and, in addition, such current materials in these fields as 
are available from state departments, Federal bureaus and 
services and other authoritative channels of health in
formation.

Following this instruction the class set up a simple 
controlled experiment in plant nutrition to test the con
tributions made to plant health and growth of Vitamin 
B1. This experiment ran for eight weeks in the class
room. All observations were recorded daily, and at the 
end of the period the data accumulated during the eight 
weeks were organized, examined critically, and conclu
sions were formed and clearly stated in writing.

The pupils seemed to enjoy their work, and the stand
ardized tests used at the close of the year showed a very 
definite advance in achievement.

Grade VIII was given a special course in first aid during 
the last semester. Dr. Moore gave one hour a week to 
this course, and the pupils were given a wide range of 
first aid knowledge and skills. In connection with this
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course the pupils studied the structure and functions of 
the human body, particularly those of which knowledge 
was definitely necessary for intelligent handling of specific 
first aid problems. The pupils appreciated the practical 
advantage of this first aid and were intensely interested 
in every aspect of the problems presented. At the close 
of the course, at their own request, they prepared a demon
stration of the first aid practices they had acquired to show 
their parents what they had learned. The demonstration 
was a most creditable occasion.

In addition to assisting in the development of this 
group work in the grades, the health advisor carried on 
an experiment in individual instruction to evaluate the 
potential usefulness in the Millville schools of special 
individual instruction for pupils presenting special prob
lems of nutrition. This group of 16 children had been 
selected from Grades I through VI by Dr. Moore as a 
group needing supplementary milk feeding. A glass of 
milk was provided each child in the group in the mid
morning, and careful records were kept of changes in 
weight. The health advisor weighed each child twice a 
month, graphed the progress on individual charts, and 
tried to interest the children in improving other health 
practices over which they could be reasonably expected 
to have some control. This guidance was based on a 
simple questionnaire which each child answered in a con
ference with the advisor, and related to habits of sleep, 
exercise, outdoor play and food likes and dislikes.

The entire group of children at the Chestnut Hill School 
wnre weighed each month by the advisor, and the records 
kept in graph form. This was done as a means of inter
esting the children in growth and those practices which 
might influence growth favorably.

During this school year of 1939-40, 28 visits were made 
to Millville by the advisor, and over 30 additional days 
were spent on work concerned with the program, — as
sembling materials, scoring and analyzing tests, preparing 
outlines, and organizing instructional units.
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Special Features in the Program for the School Year 1940-41.
With a few minor changes the work in instruction is 

still proceeding according to the “ blueprint draft” 
drawn up in 1938. There has been a change in the utiliza
tion of the advisor’s time in relation to the program. The 
teachers felt that the stimulus in interest which a person 
from outside the classroom can bring through direct 
contact with the pupils has a definite value in the instruc
tional program. The plan for 1940-41, therefore, includes 
periods of direct instruction by the advisor in every grade. 
Since the total time of advisory service has not been in
creased, it has seemed best to concentrate this time, in 
terms of “ days spent in Millville,” during the winter 
terms and arrange a schedule which will provide for con
secutive days twice a week during this time. This ar
rangement permits a program which provides one hour 
each week for both Grades VII and VIII, and one half 
hour a week for each of the other grade groups in Long
fellow, Bannigan and the Portable schools. Something 
over one hour a week is available for Chestnut Hill 
School, where the monthly weighing of all pupils continues, 
as well as the addition of a group instruction period.

This plan greatly increases the amount of outside work 
per day spent in the schools. In the interest of carrying 
forward the work the additional time needed will be met 
by the advisor. Mention is made of this in this report 
only because it would give a wrong impression to imply 
that the type of service outlined could be given effectively, 
in a quantity sufficient to make it significant to the pupils, 
on the basis of one day a week.

The work of the advisor with the special group of chil
dren selected for nutrition attention has been discontinued 
this winter. There were two main reasons for making 
this change: first, the school lunch has developed so 
splendidly that the supplementary milk feedings seem 
unnecessary; second, the time absorbed by this individual 
guidance did not seem to be justified by the results. The 
health practices of the children gave no evidence of marked
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improvement beyond what could be attributed to changes 
effected by the guidance given all children in the grades 
by their room teacher. Moreover, the probable causes 
of the nutritional conditions were rooted in conditions 
beyond the control of the individual child, and to correct 
these conditions some other approach was needed.

The only two grades which have been given the stand
ardized tests as yet in this school year are the two sec
tions of Grade V. These tests indicate that the fifth grades 
are starting their year’s work with a median score in each 
section of the grade wdiich is well above the norm for a 
sixth grade. Compared with the scores made by the two 
sections of Grade V in 1938 on the same test this is very 
encouraging, as it shows a marked advance in the stand
ing of this year’s groups over those of 1938.

It is planned to repeat the course in first aid in Grade 
VIII. Dr. Moore will commence this contribution to the 
instructional program early in March, so that there will 
be about twelve lessons in the unit.

Additions have been made this year in supplying science 
readers for use in Grades VI A and VII. Again, through 
a co-operative arrangement between the teachers in these 
grades, one set of text is being used by two groups of 
pupils. New texts are planned for Grade VIII, and these 
will be secured as soon as texts are found suited for the 
type of instruction planned for this grade.

An attempt has been made to use visual materials and 
teaching aids in the form of motion pictures. A number 
of technical obstacles were encountered which make im
possible for the present, at least, a satisfactory use of this 
type of instruction material. The problem of removing 
these technical obstacles is given attention, and it is hoped 
that by the end of the school year the present instructional 
program will have been enriched by the contributions of 
appropriate slides and motion picture films at all grade 
levels.

In conclusion, the growth which has occurred in the 
program of health instruction seems to be steady and
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continuous rather than spectacular. Every one con
cerned has been most co-operative, and the unfailing 
support of the superintendent has made each step for
ward possible of achievement.

THE WELL CHILD CONFERENCE.
Sallie  H. Sa u n d e r s , M.D., Child Welfare Physician, Massachusetts Depart

ment of Public Health.

At the Well Child Conference, held in Millville in 
October, 1939, 37 children were examined. Of this num
ber only 3 had no medical or dental defects. The medical 
defect found most frequently was a defect in nutrition; 
(31 per cent of the children examined had some nutri
tional defect). In 1937, 38 per cent of the children ex
amined had good nutrition; in 1938, 76 per cent of the 
children examined had good nutrition; in 1939, 70 per 
cent of the children examined had good nutrition. Al
though there were deficiencies in the food intake in many 
instances, it is believed that the nutrition teaching which 
has been done in the last three years has been of some help 
in keeping the percentage of defects in nutrition as low 
as they are.

About 76 per cent of the children examined in 1939 had 
been examined in 1938, and about 41 per cent of the 
children examined in 1939 had been examined also in 1937.

In 1937, 46 per cent of the children examined had dental 
defects requiring dental attention; in 1938, 41 per cent 
of the children examined had dental defects requiring 
dental attention; in 1939, 46 per cent of the children 
examined needed dental attention.

In 1937, 22 per cent of the families interviewed were 
on relief. In 1938, 52 per cent of the families interviewed 
were on relief. In 1939, 70 per cent of the families inter
viewed were on relief.

As a result of the 1939 examinations, 38 per cent of the 
children examined needed vaccination against smallpox, 
whereas in 1937 this figure was 100 per cent; and in 1938 
it was 91 per cent.
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As a result of the 1939 examinations, only 27 per cent 
of the children examined needed immunization against 
diphtheria. This figure in 1937 was 75 per cent, and in 
1938, 65 per cent.

W e l l  C h ild  C o n f e r e n c e  R e p o r t .

U n it  I I .

Town: Millville. Population: 1,800. Number previous conferences: 2, 1937, 
1938.

Date: October 17, 18, 19, 1939. Number days: 2 \ . Place: Town Hall. 
Conference requested by: Mr. McLaughlin, Town Director for Commission. 
Local nurse: Mrs. Irene Haggerty. Address: Pawtucket, R. I.
Department staff : Dr. Sallie H. Saunders, physician.

Mrs. Madelen P. Pollock, public health nursing supervisor. 
Miss Teresa Hayes, R.N.
Miss Teresa O’Rourke, nutritionist.
Miss Evelyn Morse, dental hygienist.

Total number children examined: 37.
Number pre-school: 34.
Number infants: 3.
Number repeats: 28.
Number prematures: 1.
Number to enter school: 7.
Number appointments made: 46.

Pre-school population:
Number families: 31.
Number mothers: 23.
Number fathers: 0.

Total number children needing —
Medical attention: 8.
Dental attention: 17.
Both dental and medical attention: 2.
Nutrition attention: 11.
Attention to nose: 0; throat: 5; both: 0.
Attention to eyes: 3.
Attention to ears: 0.
X-rays: 0.
Tuberculin test: 0.
Toxin, antitoxin : 10.
Vaccination: 14.

Total number of children with major defects: 25. Major dental only: 0. 
Total number children with no defects: 3.
Total number of mothers needing special nutrition teaching: 25.
Total number of mothers needing habit training help: 12.
Total number of children whose mother had good prenatal care: 14.
Total number of children who had good breast feeding: 9.
Total number of children who had raw milk: 29.
Total number of children who are on relief now: 26.
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REPORT OF HEALTH SUPERVISION FOR MILLVILLE 
PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN, JANUARY 1, 1939, TO JAN
UARY 1, 1940.

I r e n e  P . H a g g e r t y , R .N .

Four hundred and forty visits have been made to the 
homes of pre-school children in Millville since last Janu
ary. The following is a summary of the visits :

109 visits to infants.
331 visits to pre-school children.

11 visits to school children.
18 visits to adults.

Eleven pre-school children of those carried by the nurse 
have moved from Millville during the past year. Seven
teen entered school, leaving 62 pre-school children and 18 
infants.

The dental clinic set aside the week of February 22 for 
the pre-school children. Sixteen children attended the 
clinic, but unfortunately all of these would not allow their 
work to be completed. Eight refused to have any treat
ment because they had never been to a dentist and were 
afraid of being hurt. Nine had all necessary work done. 
One, who had had two abscessed teeth extracted a month 
before by his own dentist refused to have two necessary 
fillings. The dentist urged that those refusing treatment 
return this year, providing no work was done by their 
family dentist. Most of these were examined by the 
dental hygienist at the Well Child Conference conducted 
by the State in the fall, and were recommended for treat
ment.

Two well baby nursing conferences were held in the 
library. The plan of the conferences was to weigh and 
measure the babies and to instruct the mothers in hygiene 
and daily régime of the child. Scales were borrowed from 
the Uxbridge Samaritan Society, as we did not wish to 
spend money for the scales until we learned how this 
project would be accepted. Two mothers with their
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babies attended the first conference and none attended 
the second. As the weather was unfavorable both days, 
we gave that as the cause of the apparent lack of interest. 
The following month the nursery school took over the 
library for its headquarters. As this seemed the only 
spot secluded and warm enough for conferences of this 
kind, we discontinued them. We also decided that too 
much time would be wasted if no more than two attended 
future conferences.

The Wellesley College Service Fund donated twenty- 
four bottles of cod liver oil to be given to children with 
major nutrition defects. These were distributed among 
eight families whose finances, we felt, did not provide for 
cod liver oil. It was interesting to note the change this 
made in one child of a family. There are two school chil
dren, two pre-school children and one infant, all greatly 
undernourished. Until the cod liver oil was given, the 
nurse received no co-operation from the father and very 
little from the mother. In fact, we wondered if the mother 
would bother to give it at all, but one of the children was 
so undernourished we decided to give her a try. When the 
next visit was made she asked for another bottle. Whether 
or not the school children got any was not known, as they 
showed little improvement, but the second youngest 
certainly had improved. He was sixteen months, very 
pale and thin, and had made no attempt to stand. At 
the time of the second visit he had grown quite a bit 
fatter, had color in his cheeks, and was standing with the 
aid of a chair. The baby, too, looked better. Part of this 
improvement was probably due to his being weaned from 
the bottle and given solid food, as advised by Dr. 
Saunders at the Well Child Conference. That family 
received four bottles of cod liver oil and showed improve
ment.

A toxoid clinic was held in June. Twenty-five pre
school children and nine infants received the three toxoid 
treatments to protect them against diphtheria. The 
medical service for this was given by the District Health 
Officer, Dr. Oscar A. Dudley. It was interesting to note
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that nine babies, just one half of the number carried, were 
given the treatments. This shows that the mothers are 
beginning to accept public health standards, as hereto
fore they had thought babies of six months to a year too 
small. We still have a task to persuade the other nine. 
Thirty-seven pre-school children from the total of sixty- 
two carried have received treatment.

A tonsil clinic was held in July, under the auspices of 
the Wellesley College Service Fund. The Well Child 
Conference conducted by the State in the fall of 1938 re
ported three children needing throat attention. Two of 
these three had tonsillectomies at the clinic. The third 
child was found by his physician not to need immediate 
attention.

In September a vaccination clinic was conducted by Dr. 
Oscar A. Dudley, State District Health Officer. This 
clinic was not held until after school had started, thus 
giving those who entered school a chance to go to their 
family physician. Twenty-four pre-school children and 
one infant were successfully vaccinated against smallpox. 
Twenty-nine pre-school children and seventeen infants 
now need this treatment. This is another task we have 
to complete.

Medical health supervision of pre-school children was 
provided by a Well Child Conference held October 17, 
18 and 19 by the Division of Child Hygiene. Fifty-two 
appointments were made for children to attend the con
ference, but unfortunately an epidemic of whooping 
cough seized the community and only thirty-eight chil
dren between the ages of six months and six years were 
given a thorough physical and dental examination. The 
use of raw milk is one of our greatest nutrition problems. 
Most of the mothers think it a waste of time to pasteurize 
the milk in the home, in spite of the facts and illustrations 
given regarding the danger of using raw milk. Evaporated 
milk was urged to be used as a substitute, but the belief 
that it is not as good as raw milk still prevails. However, 
since this last conference two mothers have proudly 
announced they were using the evaporated milk. Several
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families have their own cows and most of the milk de
livered in the town is raw.

The followr-up of tuberculosis cases was added to the 
program in August. Thirteen cases had been reported 
to the State in the past few years. Ten visits have been 
made to get a history of each case and how it was being 
cared for. Of these cases reported, three have died, three 
have moved from Millville into Rhode Island, one has 
been admitted to Worcester State Hospital, and one to 
Wallum Lake Sanatorium. None of the remaining cases 
have had a physical check-up for two years or more. An 
immediate check-up by either the family physician or at 
the clinic at West Boylston Sanatorium was urged for 
the patient as well as the contacts. One patient went to 
the clinic at West Boylston, but nothing has been heard 
from the others. Another visit will be made to each one 
to learn what has been done.

The past year’s work has been very interesting. The 
parents have seemed pleased to have the nurse visit them, 
and were always ready to stop whatever they might be 
doing to talk with her. Mr. McLaughlin and Mrs. Mc
Manus have given invaluable assistance in helping this 
program along, and I wish to express sincere thanks to 
them.

MILLVILLE STEERING COMMITTEE.
M a r y  C. R o b in s o n , Secretary-Treasurer of the Millville Steering Committee.

The Steering Committee working in co-operation with 
the Millville Municipal Finance Commission has carried 
along in materially the same way as in former years. The 
last meeting for 1939 was held at the Longfellow School 
in Millville on October 30. The committee continues to 
be composed of representatives from Wellesley College, 
from the local community and from the State Depart
ments of Health and Welfare. The committee has been 
glad to welcome as a permanent member in 1939, Super
intendent of Schools, Mr. Edward McCooey.

One of the purposes of the meetings attended by the 
four groups above mentioned has been to discuss policies
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both current and future. It has been emphasized the 
past year that the objective has always been and will 
continue to be assistance on a community basis, with the 
child health project the major interest and no responsi
bility for individual appeals.

In the health program the dental clinic has been the 
main performance, and this has had the support of the 
local groups. The town has provided suitable quarters, 
and the children pay a small initial registration fee and 
5 cents thereafter for each visit. A helpful attitude has 
been expressed by the citizens and especially the teachers, 
under the direction of Miss Mahoney, in the holding of 
the food sale in the Thanksgiving season each year in 
order to lend financial assistance to the dental clinic. 
Who shall say that the carefully washed vegetables sent 
in for sale were not as acceptable as the cakes and candies? 
It is needless to interject that without such participation 
and the assumption of as much effort by the community 
as could reasonably be expected, any extra-mural assist
ance in the social and health project would not be justified.

We should be amiss if there were not recorded here an 
appreciation for the assistance rendered by the Wellesley 
College Service Fund. The interest of the faculty and 
students has indeed been gracious and spontaneous, not 
only in the allotment of funds during the year, but also 
in the Christmas season. Without this help the plan 
could not function at all. To the Commission, and es
pecially its chairman, gratitude is due for their fine spirit 
in listening to and answering any vital request that the 
Committee has felt it should advance. Included also in 
this expression are the teachers and superintendent, the 
town officers, and, in fact, Millville as a unit, for all have 
co-operated well and the response has been cheering.

It is, no doubt, difficult for some to understand Mill
ville’s problem, since there is no other municipal situation 
in the Commonwealth which is exactly comparable. It 
is everybody’s earnest hope that all who have suffered 
from the financial bankruptcy may soon see autonomy 
returning to this town.
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Any social program fails if there are lacking the genuine 
good will and the active participation of each affiliating 
unit. That the Millville program measures up to this 
basic truth is not to be challenged. The statistics as
sembled by Dr. Moore and her associates represent the 
true picture of accomplishment in the health area in 
Millville. These figures are conveniently cited elsewhere 
in the report. While success would have been predictable 
under Dr. Moore’s guidance, her charts are a more ac
curate way of measuring the results.

It is the sincere hope of the Committee that there shall 
soon be brightened prospects and a definite and permanent 
solution found for the peculiar situation which Millville 
has had to face for the past few years. The Steering Com
mittee desires to go no further than the Commission and 
the local community desire, but the members are willing 
to share in constructive treatment that upholds standards 
and where their guidance motivates a full measure of 
local effort. One of the fine things in our democratic 
process is that all are privileged to give and few would 
deny that giving is living.

D e c e m b e r  31, 1939.

Report on the Health of Millville Children, January 1, 1940, to 
December 31, 1940.

School Children:
Fredrika Moore, A.B., M.D., School Medical Officer, Consultant in School 

Hygiene, Massachusetts Department of Health.
Health Education:

Anne Whitney, Former Director Educational Service, American Child 
Health Association. (See page 54 for this report.)

The Well Child Conference:
Susan M. Coffin, M.D., Consultant in Child Hygiene, Massachusetts 

Department of Health.
Infant and Pre-school Nursing Service:

Irene Haggerty, R.N.

THE SCHOOL CHILDREN.

The year opened happily for the children of grades 
o, 6, 7 and 8, with a Saturday spent at Wellesley upon 
the invitation of the students. Four bus loads of cheer-
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ing children ate an outdoor picnic lunch, played games, 
rode bicycles, visited the animals at the zoology building, 
and watched stunts in the swimming pool. From now 
on when Wellesley and Millville think of each other it 
will be in human as well as geographical terms.

The younger children were remembered by Wellesley 
with Christmas stockings, as usual. Cards were made 
out, each with a snapshot of a child, his name and age, 
so that each student might “ adopt” a child.

Some of the Wellesley girls have visited Millville, much 
to the joy of the children, who hope that some more of 
them will come in the spring.

Another visitor whom we hope will come again is Miss 
Alice Beal, Supervisor of Elementary Education for 
Massachusetts.

A new development in the health field which may affect 
Millville is the so-called Worcester Health District. This 
health unit roughly, but not entirely, corresponds with 
Worcester County. Millville has always appreciated the 
assistance with immunization and vaccination which 
Dr. Dudley has given. He now has an enlarged staff for 
the service of the towns in the district.

We have already met the social worker, Mrs. Chamber- 
layne, and benefited from her help.

The health examinations have proceeded as usual, with 
the exception of vision testing. This year we are trying 
the newly developed “ Massachusetts Vision Test.” 
Miss Mahoney has done an admirable piece of work, 
using it with the children in the Longfellow School. 
The test is expected to pick up children missed by the old 
E Chart method. A larger percentage of defectives is 
therefore to be expected.

In testing the ears the audiometer was used for grades 
4, 6 and 8, the Sperry watch for the other grades.

As far as possible children are referred to their family 
physicians and dentists for corrections. Where it is 
necessary to have the work done in some other way the 
Memorial Hospital in Worcester has arranged special 
tonsil clinics for the Millville children, and children 
needing specialists’ advice on their ears have been seen



HOUSE — No. 2830.70 [July

at the regular ear clinic. Dr. Whitney of Worcester has 
made the eye examinations.

Miss Whitney, in her report, tells of the handling of 
children with poor nutrition. Mrs. Barker, a state 
nutrition worker, helped in several cases by special 
consultation with parents.

Sixteen children were selected as needing attention to 
vision. The parents of five refused to have an examina
tion. Of the eleven who had it, four were fitted with 
glasses, five had their glasses rechecked and were found 
to be all right, two did not need glasses.

The management of children selected by the audio
meter as needing attention is still unsatisfactory, as no 
treatment is available for chronic cases where long-time 
therapeutic care is necessary. Twelve children (new 
cases) were referred for specialists’ examinations. The 
parents of six refused examinations. Of the others, one 
needed a tonsillectomy, one had a foreign bod}" in the ear, 
the others were all right.

Of nineteen children referred for further examination 
of their tonsils, five were not permitted to have the ex
amination, four were considered all right, three were 
operated upon by their own physician, and seven were 
operated upon at the clinic.

Two special and unusual conditions were arranged for 
— one by treatment at the Boston City Hospital, and 
one by operation at the City Hospital in Worcester.

The Dental Clinic was, as usual, furnished by the 
Worcester County Extension Service. The dentist was 
engaged for eight weeks, but found the children’s mouths 
in sufficiently good condition to enable him to finish the 
fillings and extractions in six. During the other two weeks 
the children who wished it were permitted to have their 
teeth cleaned. It is very encouraging to have such a 
demonstration of progress. Dr. Hopkins, State Dental 
Consultant, obtained the dental materials at considerable 
saving for us.

The school lunch run by the W. P. A. is greatly im
proved, an entire lunch, not merely a hot dish, being
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served. The lunch consists of a hot dish, often with salad 
or vegetable, home-made prune or raisin bread, milk or 
fruit juice to drink, and a dessert.

Sanitary conditions continue to be a puzzle. A new 
consolidated school is the real answer. The cost would 
not be excessive and a saving in upkeep would be effected.

The expenses of the health program for the schools con
tinue to be met by the parents and through the generosity 
of Wellesley.

The teachers, under Miss Mahoney’s leadership, again 
engineered the best food sale yet, which brought in $130. 
This indicates enthusiastic support from parents as well 
as teachers. The parents bear part of the expense for 
their children’s glasses, and there is a small fee for dental 
treatment.

All thanks are due to the parents and teachers for their 
interest, to the Superintendent, Mr. McCooey, the Town 
Manager, Mr. McLaughlin, and his assistants for their 
co-operation, and especially to Wellesley faculty and 
students for their generosity.

Results of Examinations of School Children.
Number e x a m in e d ......................................................................... 2651
Number with major d e f e c t s .........................................................195
Number with major defects (excluding teeth) . . . .  89
Number of major defects................................................................. 3052
Number of major defects (excluding t e e t h ) .................................120
Number of major defects c o r r e c t e d .........................................137
Percentage of corrections....................................................................... 51
Number of irremediable d e f e c t s ........................................................10
Number of new major defects............................................................. 100
Number of minor defects......................................................................129

Per Cent of Children having Certain Defects.
Total number with d e f e c t s ............................................................... 74
Defects of nutrition ............................................................................... 13
Defects of p o s t u r e ................................................................................. 5
Defects of tee th .......................................................................................55
Defects of t h r o a t ................................................................................. 5
Defects of n o s e .........................................................................................7
Defects of h e a r in g ................................................................................. g

Vision tests not completed, so not included. 21.1 defects per child.
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Report of Dental Clinic, January 2, 1940, to February 28, 1940.

Number of f i l l i n g s ............................................................................. 412
Number of e x t r a c t io n s ....................................................................... 49
Number of cleanings............................................................................. 212

Total number of o p e r a t io n s ..................................................... 673

Grades completed.

v m ..........................
V I I .................................
VI A and VI B (one absent) 
V A and V B (one absent)
I V .................................
I l l ................................
I I .........................................
I ................................
Chestnut Hill (one absent)

Total (completed) 
A bsent................................

Number

28
19
39
33
17
14
16
16
30

21 2
3

Number treated 215

Statistical Report of School Physician, 1940.
F r e d r ik a  M o o r e , M.D.

Specify schools visited:
Nursery . . . . . . . .  2
Longfellow . . . . . . . . . . .  37
Bannigan . . . . . . . . . . .  13
Portable . . . . . . . . . . .  12
Chestnut Hill . . . . . . . . . .  25

Number visits to schools . . . . . . . .  89
Examinations:

Number annual . . . . . . . . . .  265
Number special . . . . . . . . . .  187
Number for work certificates:

Number refused . . . . . . . . . .
Number conditional . . . . '  . . . . -

Time spent (hours) . . . . . . .  . 4 1
Communicable Disease Control:

Number seen for readmission to school . . . . . . .
Number children inspections . . . . . . . .  24

Number excluded . . . . . . . . .  9
Number cultures taken # _
Time spent (hours) . . . . . . . . .  2



Consultations:1
Pupils . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 1
Others . . . . . . . . . . . .  33
Parents . . . . . . . . . . .  14
Teachers . . . . . . . . . . .  158
Nurse . . . . . . . . . . . .  29
Superintendent . . . . . . . . . 1 8
Time spent (hours) . . . . . . . . .  63

Sanitary Inspections:
Number sanitary inspections . . . . . . . . 1 8

Number reports sent . . . . . . . . .  4
Time spent (hours) . . . . . . . . .  2

First Aid treatments:
Number first aid treatments . . . . . . . .  9
Time spent (hours) . . . . . . . . .  2

Health Education:
Talks to teachers . . . . . . . . . .  1
Talks to adult groups . . . . . . . . .  1
Talks to pupils . . . . . . . . . .  15
Preparation of material . . . . . . . . .  28
Time spent (hours) . . . . . . . . . 45 §
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Meetings attended:
Time spent .

Other work:
Records
Reports
Preparation for Christmas 
Routine
Picnic at Wellesley
Time spent (hours) . . . . . . . . .  51

Travel:
Time spent (hours) . . . . . . . . 94 §

H o u r s .
Total time in schools . . . . . .  206\

Travel time . . . . . . .  94 £

T o t a l ........................................................................ 301

Report of School Nurse, 1940.

N e t tie  M. B e v e r id g e , the m on th ly  service.

Schools visited:
Longfellow . . . . . .
Portable . . . . . .
Bannigan . . . . .
Chestnut Hill

Totals. 
. 37 
. 30
. 28 

9

In addition to those with parents and pupils at time of examination.
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Inspections:
Number sanitary . . . . .
Number classroom children

Total exclusions . . . .
Communicable diseases
Skin . . . . . .
Pediculosis . . . . .
Other . . . . . .

Number referred to school physician
Number referred to other
Time spent (hours) . . . .

Health Education:
Number classroom talks 
Number classes . . . . .  
Number talks to groups 
Number meetings attended 
Time spent (hours) . . . .  

Visits:
Number homes . . . . .
Number children . . . . .
Time spent (hours) . . . .

Examinations and Consultations:
Number weighed . . . . .

Number gaining . . . .
Number losing . . . . .

Number consultations:
Superintendent . . . . .
School physicians . . . .
Teachers . . . . . .
Parents . . . . . .
Children . . . . . .
Others . . . . . .

Time spent (hours) . . . .
Number annual health examinations 
Time spent (hours) . . . .
Number eyes and ears rechecked
Time spent (hours) . . . .
Number first aid treatments .
Time spent (hours) . . . .

Clinics:
Number children attending toxin, antitoxin 
Number children attending dental . 
Number children attending other 
Number children taken to clinics 
Time spent (hours) . . . .  
Number clinics at which nurse assisted 

Miscellaneous:
Records . . . . . .
Other . . . . . . .
Time spent (hours) . . . .

Total time:
Number hours on duty . . . .  
Number hours required . . .

9
593

9
5

17
11
3

28
11
21*

1
1*

167
199
82

152
1502

4
29

116
95
64
22
39

233
32*
34
3

47
10*

32
32

6

43

268
259
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January 9, 1940. Teachers’ meeting. Miss Whitney discussed teeth 
February 5, 1940. Twelve pupils taken to Dr. Whitney, eye specialist in 

Worcester.
February, 1940. Very slight epidemic of mumps.
April 5, 1940. Children taken to Worcester Memorial Clinic for examina

tion of nose and throat by Dr. Goodspeed.
May, 1940. Slight epidemic of measles. Home visits made to all children 

reported absent from school.
November 12, 1940. Two cases of chicken pox seen.

WELL CHILD CONFERENCE REPORT.
U n it  I

Town: Millville. Population: 1901. Number previous conferences: 3, 1937, 
1938, 1939.

Date: November 20, 21, 1940. Number days: 2. Place: Town Hall.
Conference requested by: Town Manager, Mr. McLaughlin
Local nurse: Mrs. Irene Haggerty. Address: Pawtucket, R. I.
Local committee chairman: None. Address:
Local assistants: One assistant took care of the children and was most helpful. 

Another transported the mothers needing such help.
Department staff: Dr. Susan M. Coffin, Physician.

Miss M. Eleanor Hanson, public health nursing supervisor.
Miss Miriam Adams, dental hygienist.
Miss Sophie Gordon, nutritionist.

Total number children examined: 35 
Number pre-school: 32 
Number infants: 3 
18 children under 3 years 
Number repeats: 19 1 
Number prematures: 1 
Number to enter school: 0 
Number appointments made: 40 
Pre-school population:

Number families: 29 
Number mothers: 27 
Number fathers: 0

Total number children needing —
Medical attention: 11
Dental attention: 10
Both dental and medical attention: 5
Nutrition attention: 11, 1 major (rickets)
Attention to nose; 3; throat: 4; Both: 0
Attention to eyes: 1
Attention to ears: 0
X-rays: 0
Tuberculin test: 0
Toxin, antitoxin: 7
Vaccination: 9

1 Of the 19 repeats, 14 showed defects at the preceding examination; at this examination 
8 showed one or more corrections or improvements.
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Total number children —
With major defects: 21, major dental only 
With no defects: 6
Whose mother had good prenatal care: 20 
Who had good breast feeding: 8 
On relief: 5 
Having raw milk: 14 

Total number mothers needing —
Help with habit training: 3
Nutrition teaching: 20, 10 children with poor eating habits. 

Habits needing attention —
Dependency: 4 
Bed wetting: 12 
Poor eating: 0 
Sucking: 5 
Nail biting: 1 
Masturbation: 0 
Tantrums: 1
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Statistical Report of Well Child Conference.
Town: Millville Well Child Conference.
Total number of children examined 

Number infants . . . .  3
Number pre-school children . 32

Total number of repeats .
Number of children whose birth weight 

was 5 pounds or less . . . .

Date: November 20, 21, 1940.
35 Num Per

Prenatal care: ber. Cent.
19 Good 20 57

Poor . 9 26
1 None 4 11

N . S. 2 6

I n f a n t s . P r e - S c h o o l . T o t a l .

Number without defects 0 2

Number with defects 30 33

Number with major defects . 17 20

Minor. Major, j Minor. Major. Minor. Major. Total.

Defects:

General appearance 1 1 11 - 12 1 13

Nutrition . . . . - 1 10 - 10 1 11

Posture . . . . - - 3 - 3 - 3

S k i n ................................... - 1 2 3 2 4 6

S c a lp ................................... - - - - - - -

Mucous membrane 1 5 - 5 1 6

E y e s ................................... - - - 1 - 1 1

E a r s ................................... - - - - - - -

Speech ................................... - - 3 - 3 - 3

N o s e ................................... - 1 1 2 1 3 4

Throat................................... - - 1 4 1 4 5

Glands . . . . - - 7 1 7 1 8

C h e s t ................................... - - - - - - -
H e a rt ................................... - - - - - - -

L un gs................................... - - 1 - 1 - 1

Abdomen . . . . - - 2 - 2 - 2

Genitals . . . . - - 4 3 4 3 7

S p in e ................................... - - - - - - -
F e e t ................................... - - 3 1 3 1 4
Hernia................................... - - - - - - -

Rickets . . . . - 1 3 - 3 1 4
T e e t h ................................... - -

12
10 12 10 22

Others................................... - - 2 1 2 1 3
N umber of defects . 1 6 70 26 71 32 103
Defects per child . I 0.3 2.0 2.2 0.8 2.0 0.9 2.9
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Statistical Report of Well Child Conference —  Concluded.

I n f a n t s . P r e - S c h o o l . T o t a l .

Num
ber.

Per
Cent.

Num
ber.

Per
Cent.

Num
ber.

Per
Cent.

Number with poor habits - - 16 50 16 46

Need p h y s i c ia n .................................... - - 11 34 11 31

Need d e n t i s t .................................... - - 10 31 10 29

Need b o t h ............................................. - - 5 16 5 14

Need vaccination.................................... 1 33 8 25 9 26

Need toxin, antitoxin . . . . 1 33 6 19 7 20

Re-Examinations at Millville.
M il l v il l e  W e l l  C h ild  C o n f e r e n c e , N o v e m b e r , 1940.

19 children were re-examined (17 had been examined in 1939, 2 in 1938).
14 of this group had defects at the preceding examination.
13 had defects at this examination.
3 children showed improvement of one or more defects.
8 children showed correction of one or more defects (3 major defects corrected). 

13 children showed new defects (8 with new major defects).
3 had been referred to physician, 2 had tonsil and adenoid operation.
6 had been referred to dentist, none went.
Of the 19 re-examined, 17 have been immunized, 17 vaccinated, 12 were using 

evaporated or pasteurized milk, 12 were having cod liver oil.

REPORT OF PRE-SCHOOL HEALTH SUPERVISION FOR 
THE TOWN OF MILLVILLE FOR JANUARY 1, 1940, 
TO JANUARY 1, 1941.

I r e n e  P. H a g g e r t y .

A total of 352 visits were made during the past year. 
The decrease in visits over the previous year is due largely 
to the fact that from January to July only two days a 
month were allotted to this work.

The visits were divided according to the following 
classification:

89 visits to infants.
216 visits to pre-school children.

6 visits to school children.
10 visits to tubercular patients.
5 visits to prenatal patients.

11 visits to adults.
15 visits to people not at home.
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As a result of these visits 20 infants were admitted 
to the nursing service. During the year 4 infants and 
13 pre-school children moved from town. Seventeen 
other children entered school. This left a balance of 59 
pre-school and 15 infants attended by the nurse.

The dental clinic was scheduled for the week of Febru
ary 19 for the pre-school children, but unfortunately 
we had a blizzard the previous week which made it im
possible for the nurse to get. out to make the appoint
ments. Thirteen children needed attention. Each 
mother was urged by the nurse to take the children, if 
possible, to their family dentist, but only three have done 
so. Nine of these entered school this fall, so they will 
be sure to get to the clinic the next time.

A tonsil clinic was held in May under the auspices 
of the Wellesley College Service Fund. At this clinic 
three children had tonsillectomies. These children had 
been reported as needing attention by the State Well 
Child Conference, which was conducted the previous 
autumn.

A toxoid clinic was conducted last September by Dr. 
Oscar A. Dudley, State District Health Officer. The 
injections were administered by Dr. Getting at three- 
weeks intervals instead of one week apart as has been 
customary. We were inclined to believe that the parents 
might forget or confuse the next appointments after the 
first clinic, so the nurse marked each family calendar to 
avoid misunderstanding. Twenty-five children received 
three toxoid treatments each, to protect them against 
diphtheria. Six others received two treatments each. 
There are nine of the pre-school children and one infant 
attended by the nurse who have yet to be immunized.

A vaccination clinic was held on the last day of the 
toxoid clinic when 36 children were vaccinated to prevent 
smallpox. Thirteen pre-school children and one infant 
have not yet been vaccinated. Several of the mothers 
were hesitant about their children taking both treatments 
at the same time, but Dr. Getting, who conducted the 
clinic, assured them that no ill effects would result from
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this procedure. Because of the success of this clinic we 
hope arid expect to get 100 per cent attendance at the 
next clinic.

Medical health supervision of pre-school children was 
provided by a Well Child Conference held November 
20 and 21 by the Division of Child Hygiene. Forty-two 
appointments were made for children to attend the con
ference, but only 34 attended. One child had chicken 
pox, two moved away, the mother of two was working, 
and the family of three more were celebrating Thanks
giving. A thorough physical and dental examination 
was given those w7ho attended. Eleven children needed 
dental attention, 4 children were advised to see their 
family physician for throat examination. The continued 
use of raw milk was found to be the greatest nutrition 
problem. The parents were urged to use evaporated 
milk if they had no time to boil the raw milk. One of the 
local milk distributors started to pasteurize his milk 
this past fall, so it is hoped some of the people will take 
advantage of this. Their next difficulty will be to change 
milkmen, for most of the people will not forget how7 good 
the various milkmen were to them during the depression. 
Many kept up the milk even though bills were not paid. 
The nutrition of the children was found to be improved, 
and very few mothers needed help with habit training. 
Most of the mothers received the state literature at the 
clinic and seemed to have read it quite faithfully.

One school child has been taken twice to the neuro
logical clinic at Boston City Hospital. The child has had 
staring spells for quite a few years, but these seemed to 
have grown worse this past year. The mother conferred 
with Dr. Moore, wrho made arrangements to have him 
seen by Dr. Merrick at the Boston City Hospital. He 
was given several tests and two kinds of medicine. He 
seems to have improved.

The prenatal cases attended by the nurse are those 
not insured by either John Hancock or Metropolitan 
Insurance Company. Those who are insured with either 
of these companies are carried by the Uxbridge Samaritan 
Society. __________________
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A tuberculosis reclassification clinic was held in Ux
bridge by the State Department of Public Health. The 
purpose of this clinic was to weed out some of the old 
cases if possible. Two attended from Millville. One 
needed further supervision and the other was not heard 
from as he has moved to Uxbridge. Two others had 
previously attended the clinic at Milford. All reported 
cases now residing in Millville have had an X-ray. The 
contacts have not been so easy to convince. They seem 
fearful of what may be found. v\ hen the nurse explained 
that early diagnosed cases are cured more quickly, they 
promised to see their physician, but as yet they have not 
done so. However, we hope to accomplish more this year.

The work has been interesting and the parents as a 
whole have been very co-operative. They seem to enjoy 
and, we hope, profit by the nurse’s visits. Mr. McLaughlin 
and Mrs. McManus have been very helpful and showed a 
lot of interest in the work. I wish to express sincere 
thanks to them both.

Report of Normal Municipal Functioning, January 1, 1939, to 
April 20, 1940.

Sad ie  E . M cM a n u s , T o w n  C l e r k .

Dining the year 1939 there were no political activities. 
The Board of Registrars met in session on February 27, 
1940, and March 5, 1940, to register new voters. Twenty- 
two names were added to the lists for the Presidential 
Primaries which were held April 30, 1940. Inasmuch as 
this report covers data prior to the primaries, no minutes 
of such are included at this time.

Eugene P. Ribbons was appointed to fill the vacancy 
on the Board of Registrars caused by the death of Pat
rick J. Conealy.

Charles Victory, Bazeley Avenue, and John IT. Mul- 
laly, Jr., were drawn for civil jury duty. Eugene P. 
Gibbons, Preston Street, was drawn for Federal jury duty.

Recordings included 13 pole locations, 10 chattel mort
gages, and 1 release of mortgage.

The dog licenses issued were 148 males at .$2 each; 17
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females at $5 each; and 13 spayed females at $2 each, 
making a total of 178 licenses at a gross value of $407.

The fish and game licenses issued totaled 166 at a gross 
value of $359.75.

Three milk producers’ permits were issued, 5 milk deal
ers’ permits, 6 Sunday sales, 1 pool table license, 1 junk 
dealer’s license, and 1 auctioneer’s license.

There were no liquor licenses granted in Millville dur
ing 1939 and 1940.

The public records of Millville, required by law to be 
kept, have been properly made and are to be found in 
the town clerk’s office in Millville Town Hall.

Report of Police Department for Period, beginning January 1,
1939, and ending April 20, 1940.

Charges.

D ru n k en n ess ..............................................................................................2
S p e e d in g ......................................................................................................3
Assault and b a t t e r y ............................................................................. 8
Juvenile d e l i n q u e n c y ................................................. . . . 1
N o n -s u p p o r t ..............................................................................................1
Permitting an unlicensed person to operate a motor vehicle . 1
Breaking and e n t e r in g ..............................................................................1
Unlicensed d o g .........................................  1
Operating to endanger l i v e s ......................................................................1
Common night w a l k e r ..............................................................................1

Report of the Volunteer Fire Department, January 1, 1939, to 
April 20, 1940.

The personnel of the volunteer fire department is ten 
regulars who also handle forest fires. The department has 
at its disposal one combination pumper carrying 60 feet 
of ladder and 1,200 feet of hose, together with forest fire 
fighting equipment. In April, 1939, the fire truck was 
housed at the new fire station adjoining the Town Hall, 
which was constructed as a W. P. A. project and is 
heated from the Town Hall.

The signals are eight blasts of the siren for a building 
fire or fire of a serious nature, and four blasts for a chim-
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ney or forest fire. The siren is located atop the Millville 
Town Hall and an alarm button is also located in the 
Town Hall building.

The department responded to 31 calls during the period 
covered by this report, and they are as follows:

Approximate
Damage.

8 chimney f i r e s ............................................................................. #50 00
6 brush f i r e s .................................................................................  200 00
1 automobile f i r e ................................................................................10 00
2 barns   600 00
1 chicken coop with 150 c h i c k e n s ........................................  200 00
1 partly constructed s h e d ......................................................... 200 00
1 business b u i l d i n g ................................................................. 50 00

Chestnut Hill S ch ool................................................................. 130 00
2 dump fires.
6 grass fires.
2 false alarms.

New Equipment added to the Fire Department.

50 feet Red Booster hose.
6 raincoats.
6 pairs boots.
2 small spanner wrenches.

Vital Statistics for Millville, January 1, 1939, to April 20, 1940.
Deaths\recorded in Millville in 1989.

D a t e . Name of Deceased. Cause of Death.

January 11 Sarah ('Skeels) Brown Broncho pneumonia.
February 11 Matilda Laconius . . . . Surgical shock, concussion of brain.
March 5 Albert Koczon . . . . Drowning.
March 13 Charles Antoine Voelker Cardio-vascular-renal disease.
April 15 Andrew J. Gibbons Chronic myocarditis.
May 12 Lucy F ie r le y .................................... Acute myocarditis.
May 18 Mary Ann Delaney . . . . Cerebral hemorrhage.
June 23 Ellen G. Powers . . . . Chronic myocarditis.
July 14 Cornelius Francis Fitzgerald . Epidermoid carcinoma of neck.
September 16 Edwin Eugene Hill . . . . Myocarditis.
October 28 John S. Nordby . . . . Acute nephritis.
November 5 Robert Brown................................... Coronarytthrombosis.
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Deaths from January 1 to April 20, 1940-

D a t e Name of Deceased. Cause of Death.

January 12 Thomas John Collins Cerebral hemorrhage.

February 16 Daniel Thomas Mahony . Infection of right kidney.

March 6 Emil Ludvik Nelson Coronary thrombosis.

March 13 Cecelia Frances Powers . Strangulated umbilical hernia.

March 2 0 Albina B ile a u .................................... Coronary thrombosis.

March 29 Albert Edward Bouvier . Lymphoblastic lymphoma with mul
tiple bone involvement.

April 4 Alphonse J. Ethier . . . . Sarcomatosis.

Marriages recorded in Millville in 1939.

D a t e . 1 Names of Groom and Bride. Residence of Each. Place of Marriage.

Jan. [18 Frank Zagura 
Ardella Taraska

Uxbridge
Millville

Uxbridge

Jan. 24 James B. Gabler 
Florence May King

Dayton. Ohio 
Millville

Millville

Feb. 11 Norman S. Lavergne 
Lucienne Laliberte

Millville
Millville

Millville

Feb. 11 Maurice Joseph Laliberty 
Regina Edna Ethier

Millville
Millville

Millville

Feb. 18 Enrico Frank Feccia 
Betty Laczka

Milford
Millville

Millville

Mar. 11 William A. O’Neill 
Grace A. (Brown) Odsen

Blackstone
Millville

Worcester

Apr. 22 Marshall A. Ladieu 
Emma M. Lavergne

Uxbridge
Millville

Millville

Apr. 29 John Joseph Bienkiewicz 
Helen Mary Ann Shipala

Millville
Millville

Millville

Apr. 29 Albert Edward Bouvier 
Florence M. Britt

Northbridge
Millville

Millville

Apr. 29 Charles E. Quist 
Mary F. McGee

Millville
Blackstone

Blackstone

Apr. 29 Earl Winthrop Hood 
Anna Irene Sjoblom

Millville
Woonsocket

Woonsocket

Apr. 29 James Francis Logan 
Hazel Elizabeth Riley

Millville
Whitinsville

Whitinsville

May 1 Randall Clouart 
Margaret Casey

Millville
Milford

Milford

May 6 George Rebello 
Mary Pytel

Forestdale
Millville

Millville

May 13 Daniel M. Hicks 
Lillian F. Stand

Uxbridge
Millville

Millville

May 30 Charles Laferriere 
Jeanette Yasick

Woonsocket
Millville

Millville

June 3 James Augustine Mulvey 
Frances Eleanor Crawford

Millville
Woonsocket

Woonsocket

June 6 Nelson C. Tallman 
Ethel Louise Dean

Providence
Millville

| Millville

I
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Marriages recorded in Millville in 1939 — Concluded.

D a t e . Name of Groom and Bride. Residence of Each. Place of Marriage.

June 10 Joseph L. H. Lavergne 
Amelia M. Yarnick

Millville
Millville

Millville

June 10 Stephen Saravara 
Catherine Graves

Millville
Woonsocket

Woonsocket

June 24 Robert Leo Fisher 
Dorothy Pearl Lavalley

Millville
Manchaug

Manchaug

June 24 Edward Joseph Kopeski 
Rita Mary Tetreault

Millville
Woonsocket

Hopedale

July 1 Harold A. Gustafson 
Margaret M. Shoultz

Millville 
New Brunswick

Blackstone

July 1 Allen Robbins 
Mabel (Campbell) Miller

Uxbridge
Millville

Uxbridge

July 16 Frank Albert Jarvis 
Anne Romanovich

Millville
Blackstone

Woonsocket

Aug. 5 Francis William Parnell 
Dorothy Virginia Lalor

Millville
Millville

Millville

Aug. 12 Nicholas Michael Swisczcz 
Stella Krupski

Millville
Woonsocket

Woonsocket

Sept. 1 Thomas F. Lee 
Ethel M. Powers

Blackstone
Millville

Farnumsville

Sept. 2 Edgar B. Charpentier 
Irene Teresa Roy

Slaters ville 
Millville

Millville

Sept. 2 Sylvio Gravel 
Edna Mary Benoit

North Smithfield 
Millville

Millville

Sept. 16 John W. Walker 
Margaret T . Dowling

North Smithfield 
Millville

Millville

Oct. 21 Harry C. York, Jr. 
Marie Lillian Soderlund

Mendon
Millville

Millville

Oct. 30 Edward Francis Masterson 
Anna Rita Gartland

Millville
Millville

Millville

Nov. 18 Carl L. Eastman 
Mildred E. Smith

Millville
Uxbridge

Uxbridge

Nov. 18 George Francis Flynn 
Bette Louise Mack

Millville
Woonsocket

Woonsocket

Nov. 21 Frederick Stearns 
i Margaret Parnell

Providence
Millville

Millville

Nov. 30 Raymond Loughlin 
Mary Lemishevisky

North Uxbridge 
Millville

Millville

Nov. 30 Nelson H. Morin 
Victoria C. Yarnick

Millville
Millville

Millville

Dec. 25 Asa B. Vear 
Marion McCabe

Millville
Mendon

Uxbridge

Marriages recorded in Millville January 1 to April 20, 1940.

D a t e . Name8 of Groom and Bride. Residence of Each. Place of Marriage.

Apr. 13 Carl O. W. Hendrickson Woonsocket MillvilleJenny Louise Hauge Millville



86 HOUSE — No. 2830. [July

<30O*

■«*

¡ i
•f»

■MCO•*9C3S05
S-
eo!>$**«9

•«*fiq

©
4349o
o
©
a©

¡5

©
43•+J©
«*H
0
©103

55

O«**o
©
ad
55

CO
G

©©
i j
,©

■£
G
>>

£
a
3 G

Q
G*
G

G*©
'©

G*
8

6
G a

"©©
Q

H
M
©

43
©>»

8
PQ

©
44
§

"3
a ©

t?
OS

9o
•S

QQ
©

T3

■*94>
I f

©
G
G
2

.S*c©
43

CO
. 2

a©
B

•“9
• 2

4349©
43
©

a
"C©
43

©
«
© *r1

G
◄
'a

©
w
43©o

M
•*3©
o

3►*9
s

£§
A49
o

. 2

§
©

M

ao
Ph 9

43
49

H

49
3
«

G .2 
2  In 

’C
A

>»o
t f

oa©
55

bO
g©t-3

©3
O  TSo
55

O*“9

O  'Ia©«aoS>>©rtf

t-.©>
.2'o«
43A

I  a

©
a3

55©3
G

AO►“9

©£
©rCos

»
Go

G
G©

© £
a  *
Aa©©£

©
G©t c
G

H

>»'d©o
O

I43
H

-2«
a©

©
<2 1  * 5 ©3

>>Q«
©»4©

43
H.2"CoP

©
3o
g  ?
8 J3  fl

43a©©O
*“9

►“9
©

G©m

o
G©m
o

!>>
CO

©£T3
W
43a©©O>“9

©>t t
'o«
©
G
G

<5

©

43CO

©

Go©c©
P
G

*<
43
a
«3

«

© © _© © © ©13 13 ©
is

©
Is

*© 13 ©̂
■©

©
a© a© a© a© a© a©& s S

G G
43©
13

©
44
3

g©
«

G
©(4

£
©

T3
>>_»4

*9
£ « 'd • ® G G
43 G ©i_. "C <
a©©
o

*“9

©
A
u

P

s

3

©

55
©
G

>»
TS
©o 1

G
G

<5
44 !h *C O j£© 
f ( $© ■»4© ©

A 43
4d © > 49 49 G
© 3 © © 3 © ©

t f « o a CO

sP eo 00 00 »<9 a 09 vH 00 >C to eo
cs <M rH rH rH P9 rH CO H H

>>In©3 l
43©(4 >> >> >> © © >>

49©3bfi
©►"9 ©►“9

©¡5 a
<

a
<

a
<1

©55 ©55 © 3►”9 3rs 3
*■»

3
*<



E
ile

en
 H

eg
ar

ty
,

1941.1 HOUSE — No. 2830. 87

c
c

*’ c si1c3

_£ ’ 3
53 &  

3  S’
o

”nmS -C ft.
<° © 0)

a §  'S fl
c3 ’ »  £ o3

w ffl < 1-5 H fc <

I
'SI

«
w

£ £ o Ü

? a
’-3 o

Pi •§

© © © © ©

M
al

e

©

M
al

e s©
P*4

S
(2

§
t£ M

al
e S

ä

8Hi

a s s
<; <5 cci cc & 55 Q

o

Q>

<

^  Sfl #cJ
5 ‘a



88 HOUSE — No. 2830. [July

Tax Title Record.
Active List of Tax Titles including takings of 1939, held by Millville as 

of April 20, 1940.

Alexander, Olive, Estate of, 23 j  acres of land, Legg Street.
Britt, Margaret, Main Street, | acre of land and buildings.
Britt, Margaret, Chestnut Street, land and buildings, 1 acre.
Carlson, Mrs. Anna, Ironstone Street, 10,000 feet of land and buildings. 
Chilson, Lena B., Fisher Road, 60 acres of woodland.
Desjardins, Alfred, Old Chestnut Street, registered land, acres and 

buildings.
Desjardins, Alfred, Old Chestnut Street, 4 acres of land.
Desjardins, Conrad, Thayer Street, 4 j acres with buildings.
Duffy, Catherine, Chestnut Street (now Winifred McNamara and 

Charles Meagher) 20 acres (60 acres having been quitclaimed to 
Millville).

Dziob, Albert, Summit Street, 2 acres of land and buildings.
Fisher, Robert and Josephine, Old Chestnut Street, 16 acres with 

buildings.
Grenier, William and Florence, 12 acres of land.
Hood, Vinton H. and Cora E., Lincoln Street property.
Irons, Alvin R., 30 acres of land and buildings, Chestnut Hill.
Kessler, Joseph, Central Street, I f  acres of land and buildings.
King, Roswell H., Summit Street, 5 acre of land and buildings. 
Kiseloff, Konstantin and Efimia, Ironstone Street, 9,650 square feet of 

land with buildings.
Koczon, Albert, Providence Street, 75tV acres of land with buildings. 
Mullaly, John and Elizabeth, Prospect Street, land and buildings. 
Mullaly, Mrs. John, West Street, | acre of land and buildings. 
Painting, Harriet, Main Street, 4 acres of land (Turtle Island).
Pfeil, Henry and Melina, land and buildings on Chestnut Hill.
Pulnik, John, 2 acres of land with buildings on Summit Street. 
Ranslow, Herbert and Leah, Central Street, | acre with buildings. 
Thibeault, Eli, Hill Street, 15 acres with buildings thereon.
Tbibeault, Eli, Chestnut Street, acres with buildings.

Redemptions, January 1, 1939, to April 20, 1940.

Alden, John, Miller Street, § acre of land and buildings.
Benoit, Aime and Parmelia, Chestnut Hill, land and buildings. 
Carlson, Mrs. Anna, Ironstone Street, land and buildings.
Erusivicz, Alex and Annie, Main Street, acre of land and buildings. 
Fisher, Robert and Josephine M., Old Chestnut Street, land and 

buildings.
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Garrity, John F. and Georgette, Lincoln Street, land and buildings. 
Godin, Romeo, 4 acres of land with buildings, Old Chestnut Street. 
Lucek, Walter, Chestnut Street, 1J acres of land with buildings. 
Meagher, Charles, 22.890 square feet of land on Oak Street.
Molony, Daniel W., 3,200 square feet of land on Main Street, with 

buildings.
Morrison, Frank W., woodland, conveyed to Romeo Godin.
Shea, Elizabeth, Summit Street, 2 acres of land and buildings. 
Stasyshyn, Maria, Ironstone Street, \ acre of land and buildings. 
Thibeault, Eli, Hill Street, 15 acres with buildings.
Thibeault, Eli, Chestnut Street, 2 j acres with buildings.

Withdrawn from Land Court and redeemed.

Guertin, Antoine (now Oxillia Roy), Providence Street, f  acre of land 
and buildings.

Foreclosures —  Lands of Low Value, Affidavit on File.

Albee, Maude and Louis, Chestnut Street, 24 acres of land; I f  acres 
cranberry land.

Bileau, Albina (formerly Ralph Crosby), 20 acres of land and build
ings on Lincoln Street.

Carlson, Ivar, 1 acre, Lovett land.

Tax Title Liens filed in Land Court and Pending.

Brown, Elizabeth, Central Street, 3 acres of land and buildings.

Tax Title Liens foreclosed through Land Court.

Burns, Estate of Andrew, 3 parcels of property.
Conway, Vera, Central Street, 4,000 square feet of land and buildings. 
Galas, Joseph, Main Street, J acre of land and buildings.
Nason, Addie B., Bow Street, lot § acre of land and buildings 
Robinson, Leon, 10 acres of land on Grove Street, with buildings.



90 HOUSE — No. 2830. [July

Number of Dwellings.
In Millville there are approximately 333 dwellings, 

divided as follows: 233 single houses, 86 two-tenement 
dwellings, 9 three-family houses, 5 four-tenement houses.

D w e l l i n g s .

S t r e e t s .

Single. Two-
Tenement.

Three-
Tenement.

Four-
Tenement.

A lb io n ............................................. 3 2 - -

Bazeley . . . . . 4 4 - -

B o w .................................... 4 2 - 1

B u r n s .................................... 12 - - -

Central . . . . . 2 3 8 3 2

Chesley . . . . . 11 - - -
Chestnut . . . . . 17 4 - -
Chestnut Hill . . . . 34 3 - -
Depraitre Road . . . . 3 - - -
E a s t ............................................. 1 1 - -

E s t y ............................................. 1 - - -

H o p e ............................................. 1 14 - -

Ironstone . . . . . 30 4 - -

Lincoln . . . . . 21 10 - -

Main . . . . . . 2 4 7 - -

Miller . . . . . . 3 - - -

O a k ............................................. 2 - - -

P e a r l ............................................. 1 - - -

Preston . . . . - 7 - -

P r o s p e c t .................................... 2 6 2 -

Providence . . . . . 2 1 2 1

Quaker . . . . . 5 6 - -
Snow . . . . . . 4 1 - -
Summit . . . . . 6 1 - -

T h a y e r .................................... 5 - - -
Walnut . . . . . 3 - - -
West . . . . . . 11 5 2 1

233 86 9 5
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Report of Edwin F. McCooey, Superintendent of Schools.
The total enrollment of pupils on October 1, 1939, as 

compared with that on the same date of the previous 
year, was as follows:

Elementary Schools.

Y e a r . Boys. Girls. Total.

1938 ............................................................................................. 175 159 3 3 4

1939 .............................................................................................. 1 5 8 147 3 0 5

Millville Members of Blackstone High School.

Y  EAR. Boys. Girls. Total.

1938 ............................................................................................. 2 5 71 96

1939 ............................................................................................ 3 6 6 6 102

Membership by Age and Grade, October 1, 1939. 

B o y s .
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Membership by Age and Grade, October 1, 1939 —  Concluded.
Giuls.

Total Enrollment, Elementary plus High School.
October 1, 1938 .........................................................  430
October 1, 1939 ......................................................... 407

These tabulations show a decrease of 25 pupils in the 
elementary schools and an increase of 6 pupils attending 
the Blackstone High School.

During the past school year, after making a survey of 
the course of study, revisions were made in the history 
and geography schedules. Ancient history is now being 
taught in Grade VI. In geography, the present schedule 
calls for instruction in regard to the American Continents 
in Grade V.

At the opening of school in September, necessary supple
mentary reading books were adopted in the intermediate 
grades. Music texts also were purchased for the upper 
grades. Some Health Science Readers were procured 
for the lower grades. At Miss Whitney’s recommenda
tion, a complete health science program is being inter
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woven into the orthodox schedule of studies. These 
Health Science Readers serve a twofold purpose, viz., 
improved reading technique as well as improved health 
status.

During the past year the facilities of the town library 
were moved to the Longfellow Building. Not only was 
this innovation a great convenience to the townspeople, 
but it also has resulted in a noticeably decided improve
ment among the school children, being of especial assist
ance to the Millville members of the Blackstone High 
School in regard to class requirements in the study of 
high school rhetoric and English. Since the library is 
regularly supervised by Miss Mahoney and her teachers 
as assistants, we can rest assured that a resulting con
sequence shall be a prudent and beneficial selection of 
reading material to complement the broadening of class
room knowledge.

During the past year, Stanford Achievement Tests 
were given in Grades II to VIII, inclusive.

Stanford Primary Form V was given in Grades II and 
III. It consisted of examinations in the following topics: 
paragraph meaning, word meaning, dictation, arithmetic 
reasoning and arithmetic computation.

The New Stanford Advanced Form V was given in 
Grades IV to VIII, inclusive. It consisted of examina
tions in the following topics: paragraph meaning, word 
meaning, dictation, language usage, literature, history, 
geography, arithmetic reasoning and arithmetic computa
tion.

The results of these tests were most encouraging. 
Fully cognizant of the fact that the results of one test 
should not be a deciding factor, but that daily work 
should be the controlling instrumentality, the tests were 
utilized as a basis or measure of comparison between the 
actual work accomplished in our schools as contrasted 
with the expectations and standards of the testing agency. 
The tests were also useful in serving as some tangible 
evidence in a few “ on the line” cases of prospects for 
promotion. I hope to conduct annually a complete test
ing program as a criterion to the work accomplished, and
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to give “ I. Q.” tests first, then follow up with Achieve
ment Tests.

During the past year our pupils again participated in 
the spelling bee conducted under the auspices of the 
“ Worcester Telegram and Gazette” in Grades V to VIII, 
inclusive, throughout the schools of Worcester County. 
In the local district bee the schools of my Union — Black- 
stone and Millville — competed against the schools of 
Mr. Garcelon’s Union, viz., Uxbridge and Douglas. A 
fifth grade pupil in the Longfellow building, Miss Mar
garet Gibbons, won the district bee and made a most 
creditable showing in the county finals. With some reluc
tance, I do not favor continued pupil participation in the 
county spelling bee because of the nerve strain upon the 
participants. I do, however, favor a local intra-grade 
contest.

Within the current year I intend to make application 
to the Department of Mental 'Health for examination of 
a few of the children in our schools who appear to be 
retarded.

The following is a list of school expenditures and claimed 
reimbursements for the school year 1939:

Expenditures.

Tuition, high school . . . . . $8,149 12
Tuition, trade school . . . . 42 40
Superintendent, travel . . . . 78 00
Transportation......................................... 3,000 00
Printing, stationery, postage . 18 50
T extbooks................................................. 389 71
Supplies (pencils, paper, crayon, etc.) . 177 42
Light ......................................................... 168 44
F u e l ......................................................... 766 16
R e p a i r s ................................................. 268 15
Janitor, s u p p l i e s ................................. 70 32
Teachers’ s a la r i e s ................................ . 15,250 00
Superintendent’s salary . . . . 1,200 00
Nurse’s s a la r y ......................................... 240 00
Nurse’s s u p p l i e s ................................ 7 96
Janitors, s a l a r i e s ................................. 1,351 20
All o th e rs ................................................. 553 79

$31,731 17
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This last item “ all others,” consists of the following 
expenditures:

Insurance ................................................. . $512 65
Piano t u n i n g ......................................... 7 00
Boiler inspection ......................................... 5 00
Seat r e p a i r ................................................. 7 00
D i p l o m a s ................................................. 21 60
E xpress......................................................... 54

$553 79

School Receipts.

General School Fund, Part I, G. L., c. 70 . . $4,950 00
General School Fund, Part II, G. L., c. 70 . 2,519 98
Salary of Superintendent of Schools 723 61
High school tran sp orta tion ................................ 3,000 00
High school tu it ion ................................................. 3,119 34
Trade school t u i t i o n ........................................ 42 40

$14,355 33

Summary.
Total expenditure for maintenance . $31,731 17
Total re ce ip ts ......................................................... 14,355 33
Actual school c o s t s ................................................. . 17,375 S4

Because of the rather sizeable expenditure by the town 
of Millville for tuition for attendance at the Blackstone 
High School, and because, too, it is an effective way to 
get this knowledge to interested Millville taxpayers, I am 
including under a separate report an outline of the pro
gram of studies in the Blackstone High School, together 
with a list of the names of Millville pupils.

The following repairs and improvements to buildings 
were made within the year: roofs of the Longfellow and 
Bannigan City schools were repaired; new curtains were 
installed in the Longfellow, Bannigan City and Chestnut 
Hill schools; the flooring at the entrance to the Chestnut 
Hill School was replaced. After a check-up and survey 
were made of the heating system at the Longfellow build
ing, Firemaster Combustion Controls were installed in
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the boiler, resulting in the enjoyment of greater uni
formity of heat and consequent slight reduction in fuel 
consumption.

Program of Studies —  Blackstone High School.

F ir s t  Y e a r .

College Course. Credits. General Course. Credits. Commercial
Course. Credits.

Required: Required: Required:

English 5 English 5 English 5

Algebra 5 General science . 5 General science . 5

Latin . 5 Commercial civics 5 Commercial civics 5

Ancient history . 5 General shop 5 Arithmetic . 5

Cooking 5

Sec on d  Y e a r .

Required: Required: Required:

English 5 English 5 English 5

Latin . 5 General shop 5 Business training 5

Geometry . 5 Clothing 5

Electives: Electives: Electives:

French 5 Modern and Medi- 5 Modern and Medi- 5
ieval history. ©vai history.

Modern and Medi- 5 French 5 French 5
geval history. 

Biology 5 Biology 5 Biology 5

Geometry . 5

T h ir d  Y e a r .

Required: Required: Required:

English 5 English 5 English 5

Advanced algebra 5 United States his- 5 Stenography . 91
tory.

United States his- 5 Advanced shop 5 Typewriting . 2§
tory.

Homemaking 5 United States his- 5
tory.

Electives: Electives: Electives:
Latin . 5 French 5 Bookkeeping . 5
French 5 Chemistry . 5 French . 5

Chemistry . 5 Advanced algebra 5 Chemistry 5
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Program of Studies — Blackstone High School —  Concluded.
F o u rth  Y e a r .

College Course. Credits. | General Course. 
1

Credits. Commercial
Course. Credits.

Required: Required: Required:
English 5 English 5 Business English . 5
Reviewed mathe- 5 Problems of de- 5 Stenography ox

matics. mocracy.
Advanced shop . 5 Typewriting 2\

Homemaking 5 Commercial law . 5

Electives: Electives: Electives:
Latin . 5 Mechanical draw- 2 i Bookkeeping
Physics

ing.
5 Physics 5 Problems of de- 5

Problems of de- 5 French 5
mocracy.

Frenchmocracy.
French 5 Reviewed mathe- 5 Economics .

matics.

Eighty credits required for graduation.
Must take at least 20 credits per year. However, not more than 24 credits may be taken 

per year unless the principal approves.

Non-Resident Pupils from Millville, Mass.
Andersen, Evelyn Dean, Mary
Andersen, Ralph Dean, Olive
Anderson, Eleanor Dean, Samuel
Barnatt, Henry Durrie, Ethel
Belseth, Margaret Eastman, Kenneth
Beveridge, James Erickson, Gladys
Bourgeois, Charles Erickson, Marie
Britt, Mary Erickson, Ruth
Brodd, Harold Flynn, Barbara
Carlson, Ruth Flynn, Francis
Carroll, Margaret Gauthier, Eleanor
Casey, Margaret Gauvin, Raymond
Casey, Mary Glennon, James
Coady, James Godin, Doris (postgraduate)
Clark, Frances Gray, Ethel
Clouart, Frances Hagan, Thomas
Clouart, Sylvia Hagan, Leo
Cook, Doris Hanson, Lucille
Crotty, Jeremiah Harrington, Elizabeth
Davis, Lila Hession, Mary
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Non-Resident Pupils from Millville, Mass. —  Concluded.
Holubesko, Anna 
Iiultquist, Eleanor 
Joanis, Leo 
Johnson, Esther 
Kollett, Gwendolyn 
Kollett, Kenneth 
Ivopeski, Helen 
Kozaka, Helen 
Krylowicz, Helen 
Laczynski, Joseph 
Larson, George 
Lefton, Anna 
Lefton, Olga 
Lucek, Helen 
Mattson, Kenneth 
Meagher, Virginia 
McGloin, Ruth 
McManus, Mary 
McNamara, Eleanor 
McNamara, Russell 
McNamara, Timothy 
Miller, Nancy (postgraduate) 
Molony, Daniel 
Mullaly, Barbara 
Mullaly, John 
Nelson, Dorothy 
Nordby, Althea 
O’Brien, Christine 
O’Brien, Eileen 
O’Brien. Helen A.
O’Brien, William

Palardis, Clifford
Paszkiewicz, Anthony
Penhallow, Marion
Pesaturo, Mary
Pope, Veronica
Powers, Lillian
Pulnik, Amelia
Ranslow, James
Ryan, Margaret
Savardo, Stacia
Scungio, Vera
Shea, Richard
Sitnik, John
Smyth, Barbara
Smyth, Muriel
Smyth, Harold
Stand, Alfred
Stinson, Dorothy
Stinson, Margaret
Strickland, Charlotte
Sullivan, Eleanor
Sullivan, Matthew
Sweeney, Margaret
Syverson, Alice
Valacer, Joan
VonFlatern, John
Yanick, Cecelia
Yasick, Benjamin
Yetman, Catherine (postgraduate)
Yetman, William

Public Welfare Report covering Period from January 1, 1939, 
to April 20, 1940.

The welfare problem in Millville continues to be one 
of great magnitude, requiring the sum of $59,204.56 to 
provide for relief requirements during the period covered 
by this report from January 1, 1939, through April 20, 
1 940. A total of 260 cases representing 756 persons were 
aided during this period, which approximates the same 
c aseload carried for the previous comparative period, not- 
withstanding a decrease in the population of Millville 
from State Census figures of 1935, showing a population
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of 1,901, to 1,719, as shown by Federal Census as of 
April 1, 1940.

The greater part of the decrease in population can be 
directly attributed to the program instituted by the 
Millville Municipal Finance Commission for the demoli
tion of slum-type tenement properties to which Millville 
fell heir through tax title foreclosures. These unsightly 
tenements presented a standing invitation to welfare- 
inclined persons in which to make their abode, and the 
elimination of this type of dwelling has had a direct 
bearing on keeping the welfare rolls at a substantially 
lower figure than that which would have prevailed were 
these tenements allowed to remain.

From January 1, 1939, through April 20, 1940, a total 
of 136 Millville welfare and institutional cases represent
ing 487 persons ŵ ere aided at a cost of $21,366.59. There 
were 28 state and other towns’ cases, including 93 persons 
receiving assistance during the same period at an expendi
ture of $7,599.70, of which $6,965.20 is chargeable to the 
Commonwealth and $634.50 is obligated for by other 
towns. Of the 8 institutional cases appearing on the rolls 
for the period, 1 is a long-time infirmary case for which 
Millville is responsible, and the other 7 are state cases 
approved for temporary hospitalization for which the 
Commonwealth accepts full financial responsibility.

The Old Age Assistance rolls showed a total of 58 cases 
aided during the period of this report at a cost of $19,- 
096.62. This type of relief appears to have leveled off 
at from 45 to 50 cases. New applicants approved for 
Old Age Assistance are counterbalanced by deaths among 
old recipients, so that the caseload seldom exceeds 50 
cases for any one month. Federal participation in Old 
Age Assistance is at present equal to one half of the 
authorized and approved amount of the assistance based 
upon total allowance for the month, not in excess of $40 
for each case. The Commonwealth reimburses two thirds 
of the remainder of the approved and audited allowance 
for settled cases and a total reimbursement, less Federal 
grants, for unsettled cases.

A Federal allotment is also made for administrative
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costs of Old Age Assistance. This grant is computed on 
a basis of two thirds of 5 per cent of the Federal share of 
the assistance locally granted.

A total of 9 cases representing 26 persons received as
sistance under Aid to Dependent Children, which necessi
tated an expenditure of $4,727.80 for the period from 
January 1, 1939, through April 20, 1940. To meet the 
eligibility requirements of this form of aid the dependent 
child must present conclusive evidence of proven need 
and be under the age of sixteen or under the age of eight
een if found to be regularly attending school, and have 
been deprived of parental support or care by reason of 
death, continued absence from home, or phj^sical or men
tal incapacity of a parent, and living with a relative of 
acceptable degree of kindred. A legal settlement within 
the Commonwealth is not a requisite for eligibility for 
Aid to Dependent Children.

Federal participation in this aid is equal to one half of 
the total amount of aid up to a limit of $18 per month 
for the first dependent child and $12 for each additional 
dependent child in the same family who is eligible dur
ing that month. The Commonwealth reimburses for one 
third of the total amount approved. In addition, a Fed
eral grant is made for administrative costs of the Aid to 
Dependent Children program, which is equal to one half 
of the actual approved expense of local Aid to Dependent 
Children administrative costs.

Soldiers’ Relief expenditures totaled $5,056.85 during 
this reporting period, in which 18 cases with 81 persons 
represented were aided. This showed an average monthly 
increase of $23 over a previous comparative period, with 
approximately the same caseload. Millville is obligated 
to absorb the full cost of this form of aid. There are 2 
State Aid cases of long standing who received a total of 
$300 during this period. The cost of this aid is borne in 
equal proportion by Millville and the Commonwealth. 
State Aid is designed to assist veterans and widows of 
veterans, and is limited to $10 a month in each case, and 
all such cases are under the supervision of the Commis
sioner of State Aid and Pensions.
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One case of Military Aid was carried continuously dur
ing this reporting period at a total cost of $300. The ob
jective in this type of aid is to render assistance to deserv
ing veterans who, through illness or disability, are unable 
adequately to provide for themselves. Military Aid is 
under the control of the Commissioner of State Aid and 
Pensions, and the Commonwealth assumes full financial 
obligation for aid rendered to approved cases.

As a supplement to this report, a schedule is attached 
showing monthly expenditures classified as to types of 
aid, with a summary including distribution of costs. An 
examination of the figures shown on the schedule in the 
welfare bracket discloses a sharp increase in caseload and 
welfare costs for the months of September and October, 
1939, over previous and subsequent months. This 
increase in welfare was due to a reduction in Federal 
W. P. A. rolls at that time, under a regulation whereby 
persons employed on W. P. A. for 18 consecutive months 
are automatically dropped from W. P. A. employment 
for a period of at least 30 days, but in most instances 
experience has shown that persons thus separated from 
the W. P. A. in Millville were not reinstated until 8 to 12 
weeks had elapsed, and in some cases re-employment has 
been deferred indefinitely. Persons and their families so 
affected, in practically all instances, had to be absorbed 
as welfare cases, which was reflected in the welfare costs 
during the period when such W. P. A. lay-offs were 
dominant.

Another circumstance that has had the effect of keep
ing Millville welfare cost at a high level has been the 
inability of Millville workers to secure steady employ
ment in the surrounding industrial centers, due to cur
tailed business conditions in private industry. With but 
few exceptions the factories in near-by communities, 
during most of the period covered by this report, have 
been operating at a much reduced schedule of produc
tion, and complete shutdowns for months at a time were 
not uncommon.

It is to be noted that Unemployment Compensation 
payments have been a factor in preventing a further in
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crease in the welfare load in Millville, and there are now 
several families here benefiting under the survivors’ insur
ance feature of the Social Security Act, who perhaps 
otherwise would be wholly dependent on welfare for 
support.

A complete reorganization of the State Department of 
Public Welfare became effective on August 1, 1939, the 
principal features of which are now in full operation.

The State Department has gradually withdrawn from 
the case investigative and local administrative fields, 
which establishes the administration of relief definitely as 
a local function, thus allowing the State Department to 
direct its efforts in promoting a greater degree of efficiency 
in the supervisory, leadership, guidance and informational 
capacity.

The new system includes a marked change in account
ing procedure under which a complete series of financial, 
statistical and eligibility forms have been developed, op
erative as of January 1, 1940.

"While the new system of procedure is indicative of in
creased efficiency in the administration of welfare, it also 
requires much more time and effort to meet the new 
requirements from a local standpoint.
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Conclusion.
The Millville Municipal Finance Commission wishes 

hereby to thank all of those who have so generously 
given of their time and means to Millville, to the end 
that its citizens, and particularly the children, would not 
suffer because of underprivilege. It wants particularly to 
call to attention the splendid support it has had from Mr. 
Robert A. McLaughlin, who has been its Agent since the 
beginning, and who at all times has been responsive to the 
real needs of Millville and has without hesitancy carried 
out the wishes of the Commission in day by day contacts 
with the citizens and the problems of Millville, and who 
has with intelligence and loyalty carried out the orders 
of the Commission which have never been of a popular 
nature.

Particular mention is to be made of Mrs. Sadie E. 
McManus, who has given the best of her energy for the 
welfare of Millville and its citizens, and has carried out 
the wishes of the Commission in a way which has con
stantly brought the situation in Millville to a higher 
standard of effectiveness.

The commission desires also to thank the school teach
ers, and particularly Miss Mary A. Mahoney (who has 
at all times been a tower of strength in carrying out that 
which is best for the citizens of Millville), the community, 
and all the others who have so graciously and cordially 
given their support. In addition, it wishes to express its 
gratitude to all those in Millville who have recognized 
the situation and have joined with the Commission in 
bringing out the best results in Millville under the cir
cumstances. It is impossible for the Commission to 
name here all the many who have contributed to the 
Millville problem, or the names of those who are at 
present and in the future likely to be called upon to make 
this contribution. In adversity Millville, through the 
help of the State, has fared well.

The Commission again wants to indicate how deeply



1941.] HOUSE— No. 2830. 107

indebted it feels the children and the citizens of Millville 
are to the Wellesley College students for the Wellesley 
College Service Fund which has been of material aid in 
bringing about a result which is altogether good.

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY F. LONG,
Chairman,

THEODORE N. WADDELL, 
PAUL A. DEYER,

Millville Municipal Finance Commission.

Jan u a r y  1, 1941.
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A p p e n d i x  A  .

C h a p t e r ' 514, A cts of  1939.

An A ct relative to the M unicipal F inance Commission 
for the T own of M illville and providing Further 
for the F inancial R elief of Said T own.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. There is hereby established a commission to be 

known as the Millville Municipal Finance Commission, here
inafter called the commission, to consist of the commissioner of 
corporations and taxation, the attorney general and the direc
tor of the division of accounts in the department of corporations 
and taxation, of which commission the commissioner of corpo
rations and taxation shall be chairman. Such members shall 
serve for a period terminating on April twentieth, nineteen 
hundred and forty-four. The action of any two of the mem
bers shall constitute the action of the commission; and when
ever any action by the commission is required to be in writing, 
such writing shall be sufficient when signed by any two of the 
members. Such members shall receive no additional compen
sation for acting hereunder, but shall be paid by the town for 
necessary traveling and other expenses incurred in the per
formance of their duties hereunder. The commission may at 
such time or times as it may deem advisable make a report or 
reports to the general court.

Section 2. Until April twentieth, nineteen hundred and 
forty-four, the town of Millville shall have the capacity to act 
through and to be bound by the commission and not otherwise, 
except as hereinafter provided, and the commission shall have 
and exercise exclusively, so far as will conform to the provisions 
of this act, all rights, powers and duties now or hereafter con
ferred or imposed upon the inhabitants of said town and its 
officers, and the commission shall determine the amount that 
may be expended for any purpose whatsoever and no liability 
shall be incurred in excess of the amount so determined, not
withstanding the common law or any provision of statutory
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law to the contrary. The commission m ay exercise and per
form such rights, powers and duties through such agent or 
agents as it m ay designate. The commission, on behalf of the 
town, m ay issue bonds or notes o f the town, but only with the 
approval of the governor and council. U pon tender to the state 
treasurer of any notes issued by  the town under tills section or 
issued by  it in anticipation of revenue, they shall forthwith be 
purchased by  the comm onwealth at the face value thereof. 
Such notes, if issued for the purposes of sale to the com m on
wealth, shall bear such rates of interest as in the judgm ent of 
the state treasurer and the commission will cover the entire 
cost to the commonwealth incurred on account of loans to the 
town hereunder, including interest on m oney borrowed b y  the 
commonwealth under section six of this act and all expenses in 
connection with the issue of its notes thereunder. The com 
mission shall have the power of appointment of all agents here
under and shall fix their compensation and assign to them  such 
of the powers and duties o f the commission as it shall specify; 
may purchase supplies, and m ay em ploy persons to do work 
for the town.

Section 3. In the distribution of the proceeds of income 
taxes under the provisions of section eighteen of chapter fifty- 
eight of the General Laws in each of the years nineteen hun
dred and forty-one to nineteen hundred and forty-four, inclu
sive, there shall be distributed to said town, in addition to its 
normal share, the sum of thirty thousand dollars.

Section 4. The said town of M illville, shall not, in the years 
nineteen hundred and forty-one to nineteen hundred and forty- 
four, inclusive, be subject to assessment under section eighty- 
five of chapter one hundred and eleven o f the General Laws for 
the maintenance o f the W orcester C ounty tuberculosis hospi
tal, but shall be entitled to have its residents who are suffering 
from tuberculosis cared for and treated at said hospital during 
said years.

Section 5. In each of said years nineteen hundred and 
forty-one to nineteen hundred and forty-four, inclusive, the 
commission shall assess all property within said town, as far as 
may be, at its fair cash value at a rate tw enty per cent in excess 
of the average rate of tax of all cities and towns of the com m on
wealth for the preceding year, and any amount necessary to 
meet expenditures over and above the amount to be raised 
from taxes and estimated to be received from  other sources 
shall be advanced temporarily b y  the com m onwealth upon
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receipt of notes o f the town payable in not more than four years 
from  their dates.

Section 6. The state treasurer, with the approval of the 
governor and council, m ay borrow from  time to time, on the 
credit o f the commonwealth, such sums as m ay be necessary to 
provide funds for loans to the town of M illville as provided in 
this act, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, two hundred thou
sand dollars, and m ay issue and renew notes of the common
wealth therefor, bearing interest payable at such times and at 
such rate as shall be fixed b y  the state treasurer, with the 
approval of the governor and council. Such notes shall be 
issued for such maximum term of years as the governor may 
recomm end to the general court in accordance with section 
three of Article L X II  of the amendments to the constitution of 
the commonwealth, but such notes, whether original or renewal, 
shall be payable not later than N ovem ber thirtieth, nineteen 
hundred and forty-five. All notes issued under this section shall 
be signed b y  the state treasurer, approved b y  the governor and 
countersigned b y  the comptroller.

Section  7. During the period ending April twentieth, nine
teen hundred and forty-four, no settlement shall be acquired in 
Millville, any other provision of the law to the contrary not- 
withstanding.

Section  8. In the month of M arch in the year nineteen 
hundred and forty-four, the commission shall call a town meet
ing for the purpose of filling all offices theretofore provided to 
be filled b y  vote of the inhabitants, and the persons elected at 
such meetings, shall, on April twentieth of said year, or as soon 
thereafter as they qualify for their offices, take over the affairs 
of the said tow n o f Millville.

Section  9. If, on April twentieth, nineteen hundred and 
forty-four, the principal and interest on all notes issued by  said 
towm hereunder and under chapter four hundred and seventy 
o f the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-five and purchased 
b y  the comm onwealth have not been paid in full, the state 
treasurer shall have authority not later than the issue of his 
warrant for the tow n’s share of the state tax, to issue his war
rant requiring its assessors to include in its next annual tax 
levy the amount necessary to pay in full the portion thereof 
remaining due or to include in that and any succeeding levy 
the amount necessary to pay any instalment thereof as deter
mined and certified to him b y  the commission as hereinafter 
provided. If, in the opinion o f the commission, the financial
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affairs of said town warrant, the commission m ay direct the 
assessment o f the amount remaining due, in such number of 
annual instalments, not exceeding three, as m ay seem advis
able; provided that the amount o f any instalment payable in 
any year shall not be less than the amount of any instalment 
payable in any subsequent year. Prior to April twentieth, 
nineteen hundred and forty-four, the commission shall deter
mine and certify to the state treasurer the amount o f each 
instalment, if any, required to be assessed upon the said town 
in the several years. The amount included under authority 
hereof in the state treasurer’s warrant to the assessors o f said 
town shall be collected and paid to him in the same manner 
and subject to the same penalties as state taxes, and if such 
amount is not duly paid as aforesaid b y  the said town, the state 
treasurer shall have authority to withhold, from  any sum due 
from the commonwealth to it and not previously pledged, the 
amount necessary to pay in full the amount remaining due to 
the commonwealth on April twentieth, nineteen hundred and 
forty-four.

Section 10. Sections seven and eight o f chapter four hun
dred and seventy o f the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty- 
five are hereby repealed.

Section 11. Sections one to nine, inclusive, of this act 
shall become effective on April twenty-first, nineteen hundred 
and forty. Section ten of this act shall take effect upon its 
passage. Approved, A ugust 12, 1939.

C h a p t e r  517, A cts o p  1939.

An A ct relative  to the T erms of C ertain  B onds, N otes 
or Other F orms of W ritten  A cknow ledgm ent of 
D ebt to be  issued by  the  C om m onw ealth .

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follow s:

Section 2. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
contrary, the notes which the state treasurer is authorized to 
issue under section six of chapter five hundred and fourteen 
of the acts of the current year, relative to the municipal finance
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commission for the town of M illville and providing further 
for the financial relief o f said town, shall be issued for maxi
m um terms o f years expiring not later than N ovem ber thir
tieth, nineteen hundred and forty-four, as recomm ended by 
the governor in a message to the general court dated August 
twelfth, nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, in pursuance of 
section 3 of Article L X II  of the Amendm ents to the Consti
tution.

A pproved  A ugust 12, 1939.
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A p p e n d i x  B .

C h a p t e r  470, A cts of  1935.

An A ct relative  to the  M unicipal F inance C ommission 
for the T oy/ n of M illville  and providing  F urther  
for the F inancial R elief of Said T o w n .

Be it enacted, etc., as follow s:

Section 1. There is hereby established a commission, to be 
known as the M illville M unicipal Finance Commission, here
inafter called the commission, to consist of three members, 
designated b y  the governor, with the advice and consent of 
the council, each o f whom shall, at the time o f designation, be 
regularly employed in the service of the commonwealth, and 
such members shall serve for a period terminating on April 
twentieth, nineteen hundred and forty. The governor, with 
like advice and consent, shall, from  time to time, designate one 
of the members as chairman, m ay remove any mem ber and 
shall fill any vacancy in the commission for the unexpired term. 
The action of any two of the members shall constitute the 
action of the commission; and whenever any action b y  the 
commission is required to be in writing, such writing shall be 
sufficient when signed b y  any tw o of the members. Such 
members shall receive no additional compensation for acting 
hereunder, but shall be paid by  the tow n their necessary travel
ing and other expenses incurred in the performance of their 
duties hereunder. The commission m ay at such time or times 
as it may deem advisable make a report or reports to the 
general court.

Section 2. Until April twentieth, nineteen hundred and 
forty, the town of Millville shall have the capacity to act 
through and to be bound by  the commission and not otherwise, 
except as hereinafter provided, and the commission shall have 
and exercise exclusively, so far as will conform  to the provi
sions of this act, all rights, powers and duties now or hereafter 
conferred or imposed upon the inhabitants of said tow n and 
its officers, and the commission shall determine the amount
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that m ay be expended for any purpose whatsoever and no 
liability shall be incurred in excess of the amount so deter
mined, notwithstanding the comm on law or any provision of 
statutory law to the contrary. The commission m ay exercise 
and perform such rights, powers and duties through such agent 
or agents as it m ay designate. The commission, on behalf of 
the town, m ay issue bonds or notes of the town, but only with 
the approval o f the governor and council. U pon tender to the 
state treasurer o f any notes issued b y  the town under this 
section or issued b y  it in anticipation of revenue, they shall 
forthwith be purchased b y  the commonwealth at the face 
value thereof. Such notes, if issued for purposes o f sale to the 
commonwealth, shall bear such rates of interest as in the judg
ment o f the state treasurer and the commission will cover the 
entire cost to the comm onwealth incurred on account of loans 
to the town hereunder, including interest on m oney borrowed 
b y  the comm onwealth under section six of this act and all ex
penses in connection with the issue of its notes thereunder. 
The commission shall have the power of appointment o f all 
agents hereunder and shall fix their compensation and assign 
to them such of the powers and duties of the commission as it 
shall specify; m ay purchase supplies; and m ay em ploy persons 
to do work for the town.

Section  3. In the distribution of the proceeds o f income 
taxes under the provisions of section eighteen of chapter fifty- 
eight of the General Laws in each of the years nineteen hun
dred and thirty-six to nineteen hundred and forty, inclusive, 
there shall be distributed to said town, in addition to its nor
mal share, the sum of eight thousand dollars.

Section  4. The said tow n of M illville shall not, in said 
years nineteen hundred and thirty-six to nineteen hundred and 
forty, inclusive, be subject to assessment under section eighty- 
five of chapter one hundred and eleven of the General Laws for 
the maintenance o f the W orcester county tuberculosis hospi
tal, nor shall it be entitled to have its residents who are suffer
ing from  tuberculosis cared for and treated at said hospital 
during said years. The commission and the department of 
public health are hereby authorized to make a contract or con
tracts for the care and treatment during said years of residents 
o f said town who are suffering from  tuberculosis.

Section  5. In each of said years nineteen hundred and 
thirty-six to nineteen hundred and forty, inclusive, the com 
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mission shall assess all property within said town, as far as 
may be, at its fair cash value at a rate tw enty per cent in excess 
of the average rate of tax of all cities and towns of the com 
monwealth for the preceding year, and any amount necessary 
to meet expenditures over and above the amount to be raised 
from taxes and estimated to be received from  other sources 
shall be advanced tem porarily b y  the comm onwealth upon 
receipt of notes of the town payable in not more than four 
years from  their dates.

Section 6. The state treasurer, with the approval of the 
governor and council, m ay borrow  from  time to time, on the 
credit of the commonwealth, such sums as m ay be necessary 
to provide funds for loans to the town of M illville as provided 
in this act, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, and m ay issue and renew notes of 
the commonwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at such 
times and at such rate as shall be fixed b y  the state treasurer, 
with the approval of the governor and council. Such notes 
shall be issued for such maximum term of years as the gover
nor may recommend to the general court in accordance with 
section three of Article L X II  of the amendments to the con
stitution of the commonwealth, but such notes, whether origi
nal or renewal, shall be payable not later than N ovem ber 
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and forty-one. All notes issued 
under this section shall be signed b y  the state treasurer, ap
proved by  the governor and countersigned b y  the comptroller.

Section 7. In the m onth of M arch in the year nineteen 
hundred and forty, the commission shall call a town meeting 
for the purpose of filling all offices theretofore provided to be 
filled by vote of the inhabitants, and the persons elected at 
such meeting shall, on April twentieth of said year, or as soon 
thereafter as they qualify for their offices, take over the affairs 
of said town of Millville.

Section 8. If, on April twentieth, nineteen hundred and 
forty, the principal and interest on all notes issued b y  said 
town hereunder and purchased b y  the com m onwealth have 
not been paid in full, the state treasurer shall have authority 
not later than the issue o f his warrant for the tow n’s share of 
the state tax, to issue his warrant requiring its assessors to 
include in its next annual tax levy the amount necessary to 
pay in full the portion thereof remaining due or to include in 
that and any succeeding levy the amount necessary to pay
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any instalment thereof as determined and certified to him by 
the commission as hereinafter provided. If, in the opinion of 
the commission, the financial affairs of said town warrant, the 
commission m ay direct the assessment of the amount remain
ing due, in such number of annual instalments, not exceeding 
three, as m ay seem advisable; provided, that the amount of 
any instalment payable in any year shall not be less than the 
am ount o f any instalment payable in any subsequent year. 
Prior to April twentieth, nineteen hundred and forty, the 
commission shall determine and certify to the state treasurer 
the amount of each instalment, if any, required to be assessed 
upon the said town in the several years. The amount included 
under authority hereof in the state treasurer’s warrant to the 
assessors o f the said tow n shall be collected and paid to him in 
the same manner and subject to the same penalties as state 
taxes, and if such amount is not duly paid as aforesaid by  the 
said town, the state treasurer shall have authority to withhold, 
from  any sum due from  the comm onwealth to it and not previ
ously pledged, the amount necessary to pay in full the amount 
remaining due to the comm onwealth on April twentieth, nine
teen hundred and forty.

Section 9. This act shall becom e effective on April twenty- 
first, nineteen hundred and thirty-six.

A pproved  A ugust 7, 1935.
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A p p e n d i x  C .

C h a p t e r  341, A cts of  1933.

An A ct establishing  a M unicipal F inance C ommission for 
the  T own  of M illville .

Whereas, The deferred operation o f this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of 
the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follow s:

Section 1. There is hereby established a commission, to be 
known as the Millville M unicipal Finance Commission, herein
after called the commission, to consist of three members, desig
nated by the governor, with the advice and consent o f the 
council, each of whom shall, at the time of designation, be 
regularly em ployed in the service of the comm onwealth, and 
such members shall serve for a period terminating on April 
twentieth, nineteen hundred and thirty-six. The governor, 
with like advice and consent, shall, from  time to time, desig
nate one of the members as chairman, m ay remove any mem 
ber and shall fill any vacancy in the commission for the unex
pired term. The action of any two of the members shall con
stitute the action of the commission; and whenever any action 
by the commission is required to be in writing, such writing 
shall be sufficient when signed by  any two of the members. 
Such members shall receive no additional compensation for 
acting hereunder, but shall be paid by  the town their necessary 
traveling and other expenses incurred in the performance of 
their duties hereunder.

Section 2. Until April twentieth, nineteen hundred and 
thirty-six, the town of Millville shall have the capacity to act 
through and to be bound by  the commission and not otherwise, 
except as hereinafter provided, and the commission shall have 
and exercise exclusively, so far as will conform  to the provisions 
of this act, all rights, powers and duties now or hereafter con
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ferred or imposed upon the inhabitants o f said tow n and its 
officers, notwithstanding the comm on law or any provision of 
statutory law to the contrary. The commission m ay exercise 
and perform such rights, powers and duties through one or 
more existing boards or officers or newly appointed boards, 
officers or agents as it m ay designate; provided, that upon the 
qualification o f the members of the commission the board of 
selectmen, the board of public welfare and the school commit
tee o f said tow n shall cease to exist, except that the members 
of the board of selectmen as at present constituted shall have 
the power to submit to the commission recommendations as 
to its appointments and shall perform all duties imposed upon 
selectmen relative to jurors. The commission, on behalf of 
the town, m ay issue bonds or notes of the town, but only with 
the approval of the governor and council. The commission 
shall have the power of appointm ent of all officers hereunder 
and shall fix their compensation and assign to them such of 
the powers and duties of the commission as it shall specify; 
m ay purchase supplies; m ay em ploy persons to do work for 
the tow n; and, except as herein provided, m ay remove any 
person now or hereafter holding office or position in or under 
the town government. Except as otherwise provided herein, 
every person holding any office or position as aforesaid shall 
continue to serve until Iris office or position is abolished or until 
his removal or resignation.

Section  3. The commission m ay file with the county com
missioners of W orcester county a request that the outstanding 
assessment on account of the W orcester C ounty Tuberculosis 
hospital be apportioned over a period not to exceed fifteen 
years and the county commissioners m ay borrow  on the credit 
o f the county to fund the tem porary loan now outstanding, as 
provided in chapter one hundred and eleven of the acts of 
nineteen hundred and thirty-tw o. Such request, if filed with 
said county commissioners on or before August fifteenth in the 
current year, shall have the same effect as a like vote of the 
town under section two o f said chapter one hundred and eleven 
would have had if filed with said county commissioners within 
the time limited therein.

Section  4. The assessors, or the board, officer or agent ap
pointed or designated b y  the comm ission to perform  the duties 
of assessors, shall assess all property within said town, as far 
as m ay be, at its fair cash value at a rate not more than twenty 
per cent in excess o f the average rate o f tax of all cities and
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towns of the commonwealth for the preceding year, and any 
amount necessary to meet expenditures over and above the 
amount to be raised from taxes and estimated to be received 
from other sources shall be advanced tem porarily b y  the com 
monwealth upon receipt of notes of the town payable in not 
more than three years from  their dates.

Section 5. The said town, acting through the commission, 
may also borrow a sum not exceeding ten thousand dollars for 
the purpose o f paying tem porary loans or other obligations 
unpaid on January first of the current year, and m ay issue 
notes therefor, which shall bear on their face the words, M ill
ville Funding Loan, A ct of 1933, and such notes shall be paid 
in not more than five years from June thirtieth, nineteen hun
dred and thirty-three; and may also borrow for said purposes 
from time to time, for periods not extending beyond July first, 
nineteen hundred and thirty-five, sums not exceeding, in the 
aggregate, thirty thousand dollars, in anticipation of the col
lection of unpaid taxes and other accounts receivable as ap
pearing on the books of said town as of Decem ber thirty-first, 
nineteen hundred and thirty-two, and m ay issue notes there
for, which shall bear on their face the words, M illville T em po
rary Funding Loan, A ct of 1933. Upon tender to the state 
treasurer of any notes issued b y  the town under this section 
or issued by it in anticipation of revenue, they shall forthwith 
be purchased by  the commonwealth at the face value thereof. 
Such notes, if issued for purposes of sale to the commonwealth, 
shall bear such rates of interest as in the judgm ent of the state 
treasurer and the commission M il cover the entire cost to the 
commonwealth incurred on account of loans to the town here
under, including interest on money borrowed b y  the com m on
wealth under the following section and all expenses in con
nection with the issue of its notes thereunder. None of the 
receipts from the collection of taxes assessed b y  said tow n for 
the year nineteen hundred and thirty-two or for any year prior 
thereto shall be appropriated for any purposes other than the 
payment of liabilities o f said town outstanding on January 
first of the current year, so long as any portion of said tem po
rary funding loan remains unpaid. If any portion o f said 
temporary funding loan remains unpaid on July first, nineteen 
hundred and thirty-five, such portion shall be included in the 
tax levy of that year.

Section 6. The state treasurer, with the approval of the 
governor and council, may borrow from  time to time,Jon the
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credit of the commonwealth, such sums as m ay be necessary to 
provide funds for loans to the town of M illville as provided in 
this act, but not exceeding, in the aggregate, one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, and m ay issue and renew notes of the 
comm onwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at such times 
and at such rate as shall be fixed b y  the state treasurer, with 
the approval of the governor and council. Such notes shall be 
issued for such maximum term of years as the governor may 
recommend to the general court in accordance with section 
three o f Article L X I I  of the amendments to the constitution 
o f the commonwealth, but such notes, whether original or 
renewal, shall be payable not later than N ovem ber thirtieth, 
nineteen hundred and thirty-nine. All notes issued under this 
section shall be signed b y  the state treasurer, approved by  the 
governor and countersigned b y  the comptroller.

Section  7. In the month of M arch in the year nineteen 
hundred and thirty-six, the commission shall call a town meet
ing for the purpose of filling all offices heretofore provided to 
be filled b y  vote o f the inhabitants, and the persons elected at 
such meeting shall, on April twentieth of said year, or as soon 
thereafter as they qualify for their offices, take over the affairs 
o f said town of Millville.

Section  8. If, on April twentieth, nineteen hundred and 
thirty-six, the principal and interest on all notes issued b y  said 
town hereunder and purchased b y  the com m onwealth have not 
been paid in full, the state treasurer shall have authority not 
later than the issue of his warrant for the tow n ’s share of the 
state tax, to issue his warrant requiring its assessors to include 
in its next annual tax levy the amount necessary to pay in full 
the portion thereof remaining due or to include in that and 
any succeeding levy the am ount necessary to pay any instal
ment thereof as determined and certified to him  b y  the com
mission as hereinafter provided. If, in the opinion of the 
commission, the financial affairs of said tow n warrant, the 
commission m ay direct the assessment o f the am ount remain
ing due, in such number o f annual instalments, not exceeding 
three, as m ay seem advisable; provided, that the amount of 
any instalment payable in any year shall not be less than the 
amount of any instalment payable in any subsequent year. 
Prior to April twentieth, nineteen hundred and thirty-six, the 
commission shall determine and certify to the state treasurer 
the amount of each instalment required to be assessed upon 
the said town in the several years. The amount included under
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authority hereof in the state treasurer’s warrant to the asses
sors of the said town shall be collected and paid to him in the 
same manner and subject to the same penalties as state taxes, 
and if such amount is not duly paid as aforesaid b y  the said 
town, the state treasurer shall have authority to withhold, from 
any sum due from  the com m onwealth to it and not previously 
pledged, the amount necessary to pay in full the amount re
maining due to the comm onwealth on April twentieth, nine
teen hundred and thirty-six. A pproved  J u ly  22, 1938.



T
o

w
n

 o
p

 M
il

l
v

il
l

e
 —

 B
a

l
a

n
c

e
 S

h
e

e
t

, 
A

u
g

u
st

 
14

, 
19

33
. 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L 
A

C
C

O
U

N
TS

.
A

s
s

e
t

s
. 

I 
L

ia
b

il
it

ie
s

 
a

n
d

 
R

e
s

e
r

v
e

s
.

[July122 HOUSE— No. 2830.

o  o  o  o  o CO b-
C M O O O 05 CO

O  05 CO c U- -H
O  Tt< 1-  o tO T-H
o c o o CO rH
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At the time the Commission was appointed, and Millville 
ceased to function as a town, the following accounts were dis- 
covered to be unpaid. One of the first tasks of the Commis
sion was to satisfy these accounts, pay the school teachers who 
had gone for eighteen months without pay, and also the store
keepers and others who had charges against the town. The 
total of this sum approximated $65,469.43, divided as follows:

U n p a i d  B i l l s , A u g u s t 14, 1933.
M o d e r a t o r ............................... $10 00
Selectmen....................................... 11 66
Assessors ....................................... 100 00
Town C l e r k ............................... 4 20
C ollector ....................................... 15 03
Town H a l l ............................... 98 79
Election and registration 40 30
P o l i c e ....................................... 23 95
Fire — b i l l s ............................... 592 47
Fire — pay rolls . 403 20
Health and sanitation 1,306 79
Highways....................................... 2,520 65
Snow and ice — bills . . . 211 70
Snow and ice — pay rolls 109 60
Street l i g h t s ............................... 1,116 68
Public welfare............................... 10,115 21
Old Age Assistance . . . . 1,346 00
Soldiers’ Relief . . . . 1,920 25
Military A i d ............................... 162 50
Schools — bills . . . . 13,138 31
Schools — pay rolls 12,575 80
L i b r a r y ....................................... 64 30
Revenue loans............................... 14,000 00
Maturing debt . . . . 4,000 00
Interest ....................................... 1,380 34
Town re p o r ts ............................... 201 70

T ota l....................................... $65,469 43

Summary.
Bills of 1931 and prior . . $960 86
Bills of 1932 ............................... # • 28,408 42
Bills of 1933 ............................... • 36,100 15

T ota l....................................... $65,469 43

In addition to these unpaid bills 
lowing:

the town owed th<

County tax, 1932 . . . . $2,678 00
Net funded debt . . . . 16,000 00

Total . . $18,678 00
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