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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my approval, House 

Bill No. 1645, being “ An Act providing for the construc
tion by the Metropolitan District Commission of a fence 
along portions of the banks of the Neponset River in 
the Hyde Park section of the City of Boston”, for the 
reasons reported to me by the Metropolitan District 
Commissioner as follows:

“ In regard to the merits of the bill, that of fencing 
part of the river banks under the control of this Com
mission, I would say that I believe this policy is unsound. 
While it is true that there have been some drowning ac
cidents on the Neponset River in the location covered by 
the suggested fence, it is equally true that we have had 
drowning accidents on the Charles River and the Mystic 
River. In most cases the children who have been 
drowned, in my opinion, would not be deterred by the 
building of a fence. As I remember it, a fence was a 
challenge to youngsters to get over or around. I believe 
that a fence in some cases would prevent the rescuers 
promptly reaching the person who had fallen into the 
river more than to protect the careless people who fall in.

“ Further, the Commonwealth has spent large sums of 
money in beautifying the banks of most of the rivers in 
our system. While little has been done in regard to 
beautifying the section of the river at the point described 
in this bill, it seems to me that we would be establishing 
a policy of putting fences along the banks of our streams,
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which would defeat the purpose of all of the work that 
has been done to beautify and make attractive the 
streams within the Metropolitan Parks District.”

Your honorable bodies reduced the park maintenance 
funds and they will be scarcely adequate to carry on the 
normal maintenance work of the Department and will 
be inadequate if specialized uses are to be made of them 
as set forth in the above bill.

Very respectfully yours,
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,

Governor of the Commonwealth.


