
HOUSE No. 2853

Cbe Commontocaltö of ^assact)U0ett0

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o st o n , October 1, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Commissioner of Public Works calls my attention 
to two matters of legislation which he believes are of 
vital importance for your consideration even at this late 
date in the session:

The first concerns the need for further legislation 
authorizing public officials of the State or of the City, 
Town, or County, permitting them to issue permits in 
reference to streets or public parks, dedicated to certain 
rights in the public and over which there may be no 
present authority to grant rights to lay pipes carrying 
petroleum products.

As more of these pipe lines may be built in Massachu
setts in the coming years, I agree with him that the proper 
officials should have this authority, and I recommend 
that appropriate legislation be passed on this subject. 
To assist you in your deliberations I submit herewith a 
draft of a bill.

Second — Chapter 613 of the Acts of 1941 relative to 
the proposed bridge over Annisquam River at Gloucester 
has raised the question how the clause “ provided that 
the entire cost of such work shall be met substantially 
out of funds made available by ehe Federal Govern
ment” is to be interpreted.

I recommend your reconsideration of this bill to 
clarify any possible ambiguity.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor.
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SUGGESTED DRAFT OF BILL.

1 A commissioner or head of a state department
2 having control of any land, water, park, reservation,
3 boulevard, street, lane or highway of the common-
4 wealth may in the name of the commonwealth, and
5 the commissioners of a county, the aldermen of a
6 city and the selectmen of a town may in the name of
7 such county, city or town, subject to such terms and
8 conditions as they may deem advisable and subject
9 also to such rules and regulations as may be promul-

10 gated by the department of public safety, grant to
11 any person the right to lay, construct, erect and main-
12 tain pipe lines for the transportation of petroleum,
13 or the products or by-products thereof, through, over,
14 across or under such land, water, park, reservation,
15 boulevard, street, lane or highway of the common-
16 wealth, or through, over, across or under any high-
17 way of such county, city or town, and in connection
18 therewith may grant permission to any such person
19 to dig up, open or tunnel under such land, water,
20 park, reservation, boulevard, street, lane or highway.


