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E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , October 20, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning to you herewith, without my approval, 
House Bill 2659, being “ An Act allowing members of 
the Division of State Police one day off in every seven 
and one additional night off in each week without loss 
of compensation, and defining the terms ‘ day off’ and 
‘night off’ for such purposes” .

The State Police are a semi-military organization and 
must be so regarded to be effective. They must be mo
bile. For that reason in 1939 a generous retirement act 
was adopted which permits an officer to be retired at a 
comparatively early age. This is for the purpose of 
keeping the force young, active and alert. This means 
an intensive service over a relatively few years.

At the present time under the General Laws the Com
missioner of Public Safety, subject to the approval of 
the Governor makes such rules and regulations for their 
discipline, organization and government, compensation 
and equipment as may be most effective. I believe that 
these powers should be retained within the Executive 
Department and not be made the subject of special legis
lation. The Executive Department is responsible for the 
safety and security of the people of our State. The State 
Police are the only effective body, outside of volunteers, 
which are available for this purpose. Furthermore, the 
Commissioner reports to me that the budget estimates 
submitted by him called for additional manpower, but 
were reduced by your honorable bodies, and there is at
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the moment not adequate manpower in the department 
to carry out its services and to carry out the terms of 
this bill.

The present emergency makes it incumbent upon the 
Commissioner and upon the Executive Department not 
to weaken the protective forces which provide for the 
safety of the people of our Commonwealth.

I know the present Commissioner of Public Safety is 
in favor of as much time off for his officers as conditions 
permit, and agree with him, but the problem in the in
terest of public safety must be left with him and the 
Executive Department.

Very respectfully yours,

LEYERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor.


