
HOUSE No. 2893

Cllit CommontoealtJj of o^assacijusetts

H o u se  o f j R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , October 21,§1941.

The committee on Metropolitan Affairs, to whom was 
referred the preliminary report of the Metropolitan|Dis- 
trict Water Supply Commission directed to make fan 
investigation relative to the use by additional munici
palities of the Quabbin Reservoir for water supply pur
poses and relative to the relation of the city of Boston 
to and its share of the expenses of the Metropolitan Dis
trict Commission (House, No. 2862), report (in part) the 
accompanying bill (House, No. 2893).

For the committee,

JOSEPH A. MILANO.
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Ctjc Commontoealt!) of tpassacftusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  p e r m it t in g  t h e  m e t r o p o l it a n  w a t e r  d ist r ic t

TO SELL WATER, MAKING CERTAIN PROVISIONS FOR THE 

ENLARGEMENT OF THE DISTRICT, ESTABLISHING A MAXI

MUM AND MINIMUM LIMIT FOR ITS ENTRANCE FEES, AND 

AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS FOR THE ASSESSMENT 

OF TOWNS IN THE DISTRICT.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat one of the principal purposes thereof,
3 which is to make water available as soon as possible
4 in the present condition of drouth, therefore it is
5 hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
6 for the immediate preservation of the public health
7 and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 S e c t io n  1. The metropolitan district commission
2 may, with the approval of the department of public
3 health, furnish water from its system of metropolitan
4 water works to any town, water company or water
5 supply, water, fire or fire and water district on pay-
6 ment of such sum as said commission may determine,
7 and may continue to furnish the same notwithstand-
8 ing any provision of section forty of chapter forty of
9 the General Laws. Payment by each town, water
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10 company or district so supplied for such water shall
11 include its fair share, as determined by said commis-
12 sion, of the cost of connection which may, if and as
13 determined by said commission, be distributed over
14 a period not exceeding ten years.

1 S e c t io n  2. On December first in the year nine-
2 teen hundred and forty-one, and in every third j êar
3 thereafter, the department of public health shall
4 determine, in the case of each town which is not a
5 member of, but is eligible to membership in, the metro-
6 poiitan water district by reason of its location, and
7 of each town not a member and not so eligible which
8 is located so that it can reasonably be supplied with
9 water from any distributing reservoir of said dis-

10 trict, the Quabbin and Wachusett reservoirs of said
11 district not being considered distributing reservoirs for
12 the purposes of this act, and which has at any time
13 requested or been furnished a supply of water from
14 said district, the maximum continuous rate at which
15 the water supply sources of said town, within the
16 meaning of section sixteen of chapter ninety-two of
17 the General Laws, may be safely depended upon to
18 furnish a suitable supply of water during the next
19 succeeding three years, not including water supplied
20 from any other town, water company or district, or
21 water diverted from the watershed of the Charles
22 river in excess of amounts specifically permitted by
23 legislative provisions, or any water obtained under
24 the provisions of section forty of chapter forty of the
25 General Laws. Coincidentally with such deter-
26 mination, said department shall report to the metro-
27 poiitan district commission each of said towns which
28 it finds cannot be so supplied continuously with a
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29 quantity ten per cent in excess of its average con-
30 sumption during the three previous calendar years,
31 and shall notify each of said towns of its finding with
32 respect thereto.

1 S e c t io n  3 . The supreme judicial court, on appli-
2 cation from any town so reported, received prior to
3 January first next following such determination and
4 report of said department of public health, and after
5 notice to each town so reported and to said depart-
6 ment, shall appoint three commissioners, hereinafter
7 referred to as assessment commissioners, who shall
8 not be residents of any of the towns so reported. Such
9 commissioners shall, after due notice and hearing and

10 in such manner and to such extent as they shall deem
11 just and equitable, review and modify the findings of
12 said department as to such lack of an excess supply,
13 determine whether any or all of such towns shall be
14 provided with a water supply connection, and be
15 assessed under the provisions of section four hereof,
16 and report the results of its determinations to said
17 court on or before March first next following or as
18 soon thereafter as may be. When said report shall
19 have been accepted by the court it shall be conclusive
20 and binding upon said metropolitan water district
21 and towns, which shall thereupon pay the compensa-
22 tion and expenses of the assessment commissioners in
23 accordance with the order of the court, such portion
24 as the said district must pay being added by the
25 state treasurer to the cost of maintenance and opera-
26 tion of the metropolitan water works, and such cost
27 as any of said towns must pay being paid bĵ  the town
28 to the commonwealth at the time required for pay-
29 ment of and as part of its state taxes. The court
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30 shall fix and determine the compensation of said as-
31 sessment commissioners and shall allow such expenses
32 incurred by them in carrying out the provisions
33 hereof as it shall approve.

1 Se c t io n  4. The metropolitan water district shall
2 thereupon forthwith provide a connection to supply
3 immediate needs to each town not already connected,
4 the inadequacy of the water supply of which has been
5 so reported by said department and has been, in case
6 of application to the supreme judicial court as herein
7 provided, confirmed by the determination of said
8 court; and each such town shall be assessed and pay,
9 as hereinafter provided, its fair share of the cost of

10 said connection as determined by the metropolitan
11 district commission and certified to the state treasurer,
12 which may, if and as determined by said commission,
13 be distributed over a period not exceeding ten years;
14 and each such town, whether or not located within
15 ten miles of the state house as provided in section ten
16 of chapter ninety-two of the General Laws, shall be
17 eligible to membership in the metropolitan water dis-
18 trict and shall annually, until it becomes a member of
19 said district, be assessed and pay, as hereinafter pro-
20 vided, a premium equal to three hundredths of one
21 per cent of its valuation for the preceding year, and
22 the annual assessment of no town in said district not-
23 withstanding any provision of said section ten shall
24 be less than said three hundredths of one per cent of
25 its valuation for the preceding year.
26 For the purposes of this act, the word “ valuation”
27 shall mean the taxable valuation last established by
28 the general court as a basis of apportionment for state
29 and county taxes.
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30 In order to provide funds to construct any water
31 supply connection, in anticipation of the payment
32 therefor by the town to be connected, the state treas-
33 urer with the approval of the governor, may borrow
34 from time to time, on the credit of the commonwealth,
35 such amounts as may be certified by the metropolitan
36 district commission to be necessary to provide such
37 temporary funds, not exceeding two hundred and
38 fifty thousand dollars in any calendar year, and the
39 state treasurer may issue and renew notes of the com-
40 monwealth therefor, bearing interest payable at such
41 times and at such rates as shall be fixed by him with
42 the approval of the governor. Such notes shall be
43 issued for such terms as the governor may recommend
44 to the general court in accordance with section three
45 of Article LXII of the amendments to the constitu-
46 tion of the commonwealth.

1 Section 5. The state treasurer shall annually
2 notify each such town, not a member of the rnetro-
3 politan water district, of the amount so assessed under
4 the provisions of section four hereof, and the same
5 shall be paid by the town to the commonwealth at the
6 time required for the payment of and as part of its
7 state taxes. The proceeds from all such payments
8 shall be used to defray the cost, in the case of each
9 such town, of the water supply connection provided,

10 and the balance shall be applied by the state treasurer
11 to meet the expenses of maintenance and operation of
12 the metropolitan water works.

1 Section 6. Any town entering the metropolitan
2 water district shall share with the other members
3 the total district assessment for the calendar year
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4 of its entry, except that if it enters too late to be so
5 included in the assessment for that year, it shall pay
6 for the water furnished it by the district during the
7 balance of that year at a rate equal to the average
8 assessment for that year determined by dividing
9 the aggregate total of the net assessments for that

10 year against ail members by the aggregate total of
11 the net quantity of water furnished by the district
12 during the preceding year to all members. The en-
13 trance fee of any town, which upon admission to
14 the metropolitan water district discontinues the use
15 of its local water supply sources, shall, regardless of
16 any provision of section ten of chapter ninety-two
17 of the General Laws, be that determined by the
18 metropolitan district commission, but not more than
19 the said entering town’s proportionate share, deter-
20 mined as hereinafter provided, of the aggregate
21 total assessments that have been made, prior to the
22 first assessment to be shared by the entering town, on
23 account of the retirement of bonds issued to finance
24 the construction of works by the metropolitan dis-
25 trict water supply commission, less the net water
26 debt on December first, just prior to said first assess-
27 ment shared, on account of the cost of works con-
28 structed by the metropolitan district commission,
29 or its predecessors. Such proportionate share of the
30 net sum to be apportioned shall be determined by
31 taking only one third of said net sum, apportioning
32 this among all towns which are members of the
33 metropolitan water district and all towns which are
34 not members but eligible to membership, including
35 any towns eligible under the provisions of section
36 four hereof, in proportion to their respective valua-
37 tions for the preceding year, and deducting from the
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38 entering town’s share a credit of the aggregate total
39 of any premiums paid annually under the provisions
40 of section four hereof, except that such entrance fee
41 shall in no event be less than three hundredths of
42 one per cent of the entering town’s valuation for the
43 preceding year.

1 Se c t io n  7. Notwithstanding any provision of law
2 to the contrary, the state treasurer shall apply all re-
3 ceipts in any year from rentals, sale of materials and
4 power, or sale or exchange of property of the metro-
5 politan water works, not required in the sinking fund
6 for the retirement of bonds of the commonwealth issued
7 for the construction of said works, to meet the expenses
8 of maintenance and operation of said works, and shall
9 so apply any surplus in said fund remaining unex-

10 pended after the retirement of all such sinking fund
11 bonds.


