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E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , October 23, 1941.

To the Honorable Seriate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith 
House Bill 2221, being “ An Act relative to the adjust
ment of fire losses” , with the recommendations attached 
hereto and made a part of this message.

These amendments in substance accomplish three 
results:

1. The hours between “ eight o ’clock in the evening 
and seven o’clock in the morning”  are struck out. This 
is done because of the strong possibility that this pro
vision is unconstitutional.

2. If the insurance commissioner notifies the adjuster 
or appraiser that the form of the contract as submitted 
has been disapproved by him he must give his reasons 
for so doing.

3. An appeal is prPvided from his decision.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVEEETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor.
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ENGROSSED BILL, HOUSE, NO. 2221.

Amended by striking out all after the enacting clause 
and inserting in place thereof the following: - -

1 Section one hundred and seventy-two of chapter
2 one hundred and seventy-five of the General Laws,
3 as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
4 amended by striking out the last sentence and in-
5 serting in place thereof the following:-
6 No contract in writing for the adjustment or ap-
7 praisal of a fire loss shall be made in this common-
8 wealth until a copy of the form of such contract has
9 been on file for thirty days with the commissioner,

10 unless before the expiration of said period he shall
11 have approved the form in writing; nor if he notifies
12 the adjuster of fire losses in writing within said period
13 that the form of such contract has been disapproved
14 by him, specifying his reasons therefor, provided
15 that such action of the commissioner shall be subject 
1(1 to review by the superior court. Whoever acts as
17 an adjuster of fire losses, as defined in section one
18 hundred and sixty-two, without such license or dur-
19 ing a suspension of his license, or in violation of any
20 provision of this section, shall be punished by a line
21 of not more than two hundred dollars or by impris-
22 onment for not more than six months.


