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Fellow Senators :
With humility and full realization of the responsibili

ties entailed I thank you most sincerely for the great 
honor you have given me. In grateful appreciation, it 
will be my earnest endeavor to administer the office and 
preside over your deliberations fairly and impartially.

This session is unique in all the history of the Com
monwealth for it is the first assembly to follow a year 
without a legislative session. In addition to an expected 
increase in the number of bills filed, there may be other 
incidents arising, traceable to the change to biennial 
sessions, which will call for special study and attention.

But there will still remain, perhaps with a new im
portance, the desirability for prompt and constant a t
tention to legislative business in order that we may con
clude our deliberations as speedily as is consistent with 
the public interest.

Certain innovations in procedure will be proposed, 
which are calculated to save the time of the members 
and the General Court in the first few weeks. It is in 
the opening weeks of a session and not in the closing 
weeks that time-saving counts most toward a reasonably 
early prorogation.
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Our attention will be directed early and often to va

rious matters related to the national defence. In these 
matters let us act promptly and wisely. Nowhere in 
the Union will there be found a more profound concern 
over the national emergency than in Massachusetts, and 
this Commonwealth ought not to be surpassed by any 
of the states in a reasonable and timely co-operation 
with the government at Washington in the preservation 
for the Nation of those rights and liberties which were 
cradled on our own soil.

In a swiftly changing world it is inevitable that changes 
also should occur in the economic needs, the desires and 
the opinions of our own citizens. We should be con
stantly on the alert lest we fail to be responsive to the 
will of the people. If it should happen that during the 
relentless march of the years our boasted conservatism 
has become in some degree outmoded, then we should 
not hesitate, to that extent to become more liberal in 
legislation.

But however much changing conditions may indicate 
a departure from some time-honored theories, there are 
also those fundamental concepts of government which 
are changeless and immutable, principles which have be
come inextricably woven into the pattern of our citizen
ship during more than three centuries of hallowed his
tory as colony, province and commonwealth.

We may well pause to realize that it is our inestimable 
privilege as Senators of Massachusetts to conduct our 
deliberations in an atmosphere and with a background 
which has no counterpart in all the halls of legislation in the land.

In this chamber for almost a hundred years the House 
of Representatives met in annual session. For nearly 
fifty years it has seen successive Senates come and go. 
Within the four walls of this historic room, rich in tra
dition and mellowed by the memories of many of the 
ablest and most distinguished of Massachusetts’ sons, 
nearly a century and a half of our hallowed and illus
trious past rises before us as an inspiration and a challenge.
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It is a challenge to us to maintain the traditional dig

nity of the Senate and to be diligent in our determina
tion to make the wisest possible contribution to the 
legislative history of the Commonwealth.

Again I thank you for the high honor you have bestowed upon me.




