
SENATE No. 99

To accompany the petition of Harris S. Richardson that further 
provision be made for the sewage disposal needs of the north and 
south metropolitan sewerage districts and certain other communities. 
Metropolitan Affairs.

Cl)e Commontoealtf) of egassacfnisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct  f u r t h e r  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  s e w a g e  d is p o s a l

NEEDS OF THE NORTH AND SOUTH METROPOLITAN SEWER

AGE DISTRICTS AND OTHER COMMUNITIES WHICH NOW 

OR HEREAFTER MAY BE INCLUDED IN SAID DISTRICTS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby de-
3 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Blouse of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section one of chapter five hundred and
2 twelve of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-nine
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in the eighth and
4 ninth lines, the words “ hereinafter referred to ”  and
5 inserting in place thereof the w ords:—  hereafter re-
6 ferred to in this section, —  so as to read as follows: —■
7 Section 1. The metropolitan district sewer construc-
8 tion commission is hereby established, consisting of the
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9 commissioner of the metropolitan district commission
10 as chairman, the director and chief engineer of the
11 sewerage division of the metropolitan district commis-
12 sion, the chief engineer of the department of public
13 health of the commonwealth and two associate com-
14 missioners, to be appointed by the governor and coun-
15 cil; said commission being hereafter referred to in this
16 section as the commission. The associate commis-
17 sioners of the commission shall serve for terms of five
18 years each and until their successors are qualified.
19 The governor may, for cause, remove any associate
20 commissioner and fill for the balance of the unexpired
21 term, any vacancy occurring among the associate
22 commissionerships. The associate commissioners shall
23 each receive a salary of four thousand dollars per
24 annum. The commission may hire such offices and
25 other quarters as may be needed for the conduct of its
26 work. The commission may appoint a chief engineer
27 at such salary as may be approved by the governor
28 and council.

1 Se c t io n  2. Said chapter five hundred and twelve is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section two
3 and inserting in place thereof the following: —
4 Section 2. The metropolitan district sewer construc-
5 tion commission may appoint, and in its discretion
6 remove, such engineering, legal, clerical and other
7 assistants as they may deem necessary to carry on the
8 work hereinafter authorized, and may fix their com-
9 pensation in accordance with such rules and regulations 

10 as said metropolitan district sewer construction com
i l  mission may establish and as shall be approved by the
12 governor and council. Such appointments shall not be
13 subject to classification under sections forty-five to



1941.] SENATE —  No. 99. 3

14 fifty, inclusive, of chapter thirty of the General Laws,
15 and chapter thirty-one of the General Laws shall not
16 apply to removals, and, in accordance with such
17 regulations as said metropolitan district sewer con- 
1S struction commission may establish and as shall be
19 approved by the governor and council, any appoint-
20 ment, including that of chief engineer, may be wholly
21 exempt from said chapter thirty-one.

1 Se c t io n  3 . Said chapter five hundred and twelve is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section three
3 and inserting in place thereof the following: —
4 Section 3. Subject to the conditions hereinafter
5 imposed, said metropolitan district sewer construction
6 commission is hereby authorized and directed to carry
7 out the following projects: —  Project 1. To construct
8 a storm overflow conduit on the northerly side of the
9 Charles river for the purpose of providing relief from 

10 storm overflows into the Charles river basin, including 
1 1a  pumping station and appurtenant works. Project 2.
12 To construct storm overflow conduits on the southerly
13 side of the Charles river for the purpose of providing-
14 relief from storm overflows into the Charles river basin,
15 including a pumping station and appurtenant works.
16 Project 3. To construct a sewage treatment plant and
17 appurtenant works at Nut Island in the city of Quincy.
18 Project j .  To provide sludge disposal equipment, in-
19 eluding one sludge boat, for the south metropolitan
20 sewerage district. Project 5. To construct an ex-
21 tension of the north metropolitan relief sewer from
22 East Boston to Deer island, including a pumping sta-
23 tion and appurtenant works, at East Boston, and to
24 construct a sewage treatment plant and appurtenant
25 works at Deer Island. Project 6. To construct storm
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26 overflow conduits along Alewife brook in Arlington,
27 Belmont, Cambridge, Medford and Somerville. Upon
28 completion of said projects the metropolitan district
29 sewer construction commission shall turn the same
30 over, together with all appurtenances and property
31 incidental thereto, to the metropolitan district com-
32 mission, which shall thereafter maintain them as parts
33 of the metropolitan sewerage system under chapter
34 ninety-two of the General Laws, with all the powers
35 and duties conferred and imposed upon it by said
36 chapter. For the purpose of carrying out said projects,
37 including any expenditures on account of the purchase
38 or taking of land or damage to land occasioned by the
39 construction herein provided for, the metropolitan
40 district sewer construction commission may expend
41 sums, not exceeding, in the aggregate, fifteen million
42 dollars, including in said sum of fifteen million the
43 amount, if any, of federal funds provided for any or all
44 of such projects under any federal law.

1 Se c t io n  4. Said chapter five hundred and twelve is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section four
3 and inserting in place thereof the following: —
4 Section J. No such project for which federal funds
5 are provided under any federal law shall be entered
6 into unless it is approved, as hereinafter provided, by
7 the emergency public works commission, established
8 under section one of chapter three hundred and sixty-
9 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three,

10 and by the governor, nor shall any other such project
11 be entered into unless it is approved by the governor.
12 Said emergency public works commission shall, in
13 addition to the powers and duties heretofore conferred
14 and imposed upon it, exercise and perform the powers
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15 and duties hereinafter conferred or imposed upon it,
16 and the provisions of said section which relate to action
17 by said emergency public works commission shall ap-
18 ply in the case of action under this act. Said emer-
19 gency public works commission is hereby further
20 authorized to make any necessary orders, rules and
21 regulations, and to perform all necessary actions under
22 pertinent provisions of /this act; and none of such
23 orders, rules, regulations and actions shall be declared
24 inoperative, illegal or void for any omission of a techni-
25 cal nature in respect thereto. All of said projects as
26 to which federal funds are provided under any federal
27 law, when so approved, shall be carried out in all
28 respects subject to the provisions of the appropriate
29 federal law providing for construction of projects of
30 that class, and the rules and regulations made pursuant
31 thereto, and to such terms, conditions, rules and
32 regulations, not inconsistent with such federal laws
33 and rules and regulations, as said emergency public
34 works commission may establish, with the approval
35 of the governor, to ensure the proper execution of said
36 projects. The commonwealth may accept and use for
37 carrying out any or all of said projects so approved
38 any federal funds provided therefor under any federal
39 law, authority to make application therefor being-
40 hereby granted to said emergency public works com-
41 mission. For the purpose only of carrying out any or
42 all of the projects authorized by section two, whether
43 or not federal funds are provided therefor under any
44 federal law, the state treasurer may from time to time
45 borrow, on the credit of the commonwealth, a sum or
46 sums, not exceeding, in the aggregate, fifteen million
47 dollars, and may issue in one or more series bonds,
48 notes or other forms of written acknowledgment of
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49 debt, hereinafter referred to as obligations. Each series
50 shall carry such rates of interest as the state treasurer
51 may fix, with the approval of the governor, and shall
52 be payable serially in such amounts and at such times
53 as the state treasurer may determine, with the ap-
54 proval of the governor; provided, that the principal
55 payments of each series shall be made annually in 
5G amounts as nearly equal as may be. The obligation
57 last payable of any series issued for the purpose of
58 carrying out said projects shall become due not later
59 than such number of years from the date of the obliga-
60 tions of such series as the governor may recommend to
61 the general court in accordance with section three of
62 Article L X II of the amendments to the constitution of
63 the commonwealth. All obligations issued under this
64 act shall be signed by the state treasurer and approved
65 by the governor. All obligations issued under this act
66 shall be payable, as to both principal and interest, in
67 such funds as are, on the respective dates of payment
68 of such principal and interest, legal tender for the pay-
69 ment of debts due the United States of America. All
70 interest payments and payments on account of princi-
71 pal on such obligations, in so far as the proceeds of
72 such obligations are used to meet the cost of projects
73 one, five and six hereunder and the cost of maintenance
74 and operation of the sewerage works constructed under
75 said projects one, five and six shall be deemed to be,
76 and shall be paid as, a part of the interest, sinking fund
77 or serial bond requirements and costs specified in chap-
78 ter four hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of eighteen
79 hundred and eighty-nine and acts in amendment
80 thereof and in addition thereto and affecting the same,
81 and shall be apportioned, assessed and collected in the
82 manner provided by the provisions of chapter ninety-
83 two of the General Laws relative to the north metro-
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84 politan sewerage system; and all interest payments
85 and payments on account of principal on such obliga-
86 tions, in so far as the proceeds of such obligations are
87 used to meet the cost of projects two to four, inclusive,
88 hereunder and the cost of maintenance and operation
89 of the sewerage works constructed under said projects
90 two to four, inclusive, shall be deemed to be, and shall
91 be paid as, a part of the interest, sinking fund or serial
92 bond requirements and costs specified in chapter four
93 hundred and twenty-four of the acts of eighteen hun-
94 dred and ninety-nine and acts in amendment thereof
95 and in addition thereto and affecting the same, and
96 shall be apportioned, assessed and collected in the
97 manner provided by the provisions of chapter ninety-
98 two of the General Laws relative to the south metro-
99 politan sewerage system.

1 Section 5. Said chapter five hundred and twelve is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section five
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section: —
4 Section 5. No payment shall be made or obligation
5 incurred for the carrying out of any of the said projects
6 as to which federal funds are provided under any
7 federal law, following their approval by said emer-
8 gency public works commission and the governor, and
9 their approval by the proper federal authorities, until

10 plans, specifications and contracts therefor, and
11 alterations thereto subsequently proposed, have been
12 approved by said emergency public works commission,
13 unless otherwise provided by such rules or regulations
14 as said last mentioned commission may make. No
15 payment shall be made or obligation incurred for
16 the carrying out of any of said projects as to which
17 federal funds are not provided, following their ap-
18 proval by the governor, until plans, specifications and
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19 contracts therefor, and alterations thereto subse-
20 quently proposed, have been approved by the governor
21 or by some person thereunto delegated by him.

1 Section 6. Said chapter five hundred and twelve
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section six
3 and inserting in place thereof the following : —
4 Section 6. All moneys paid to the commonwealth
5 by the federal government for the purpose of carrying
6 out projects provided for by this act shall be received
7 by the state treasurer. Payment from the state
8 treasury for expenditures incurred under this act shall
9 be made in accordance with the procedure prescribed

10 under section eighteen of chapter twenty-nine of the
11 General Laws, and all other provisions of said chapter
12 twenty-nine shall apply in the case of any project
13 undertaken under this act or any expenditure necessary
14 for carrying out the purposes hereof, except in so far
15 as such provisions of law may be in conflict with
16 applicable federal laws and regulations.

1 Section 7. Said chapter five hundred and twelve is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section seven
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section : —
4 Section 7. The metropolitan district sewer con-
5 struction commission, in this section referred to as the
6 commission, acting for and on behalf of the comrnon-
7 wealth, shall, in addition to any powers expressly given
8 it by law, have such powers as are proper and reason-
9 ably necessary to carry out the projects provided for

10 by this act, including the power to take by eminent
11 domain under chapter sevety-nine of the General Laws,
12 or to acquire by purchase or otherwise, on behalf of the
13 commonwealth, any land, water rights, rights-of-way,
14 or easements, public or private, in any city or town,
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15 necessary or desirable for accomplishing the purposes
16 of this act, and may construct such works over or under
17 any bridge, railroad, railway, boulevard or other pub-
18 lie way. The commission shall not enter upon, con-
19 struct or lay any conduit, pipe or other works within
20 the location of any railroad corporation except at such
21 time and in such manner as the commission may agree
22 upon with such corporation, or, in case of failure so
23 to agree, as may be approved by the department of
24 public utilities.

1 Section 8. Said chapter five hundred and twelve is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section nine
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section : —
4 Section 9. The metropolitan district sewer con-
5 struction commission shall make borings and surveys
6 and prepare plans and specifications for each of the
7 foregoing projects, and shall have, in addition to any
8 other powers expressly given by law, such powers as
9 may be proper and reasonably necessary to carry out 

19 said operations or plans, specifications, surveys and
11 borings. For the purpose of carrying out said work
12 said metropolitan district sewer construction commis-
13 sion may expend, from the amount authorized by
14 section three, a sum not exceeding two and seventy-
15 five one hundredths per cent of the estimated cost of
16 the aforementioned projects.

1 Section 9. Section eleven of said chapter five hun-
2 dred and twelve is hereby repealed.

1 Section 10. Section twelve of said chapter five
2 hundred and twelve is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the word “ said”  in the fifteenth line the words : -
4 metropolitan district, —  so as to read as follows: —
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5 Section 12. Each city and town, including the city of
6 Boston, using metropolitan sewers, shall, not later than
7 January first, nineteen hundred and forty-two, when
8 directed by the metropolitan district commission,
9 expend an amount equal to one twentieth of one per

10 cent of its taxable valuation, to be met by loans outside
11 the debt limit, in the construction, in connection with
12 its sewerage system or reconstruction within its terri-
13 torial district, of conduits, sewers, drains, channels,
14 pumping stations and other works for the separation of
15 surface or storm water, as defined by section nine of
16 chapter ninety-two of the General Laws, now entering
17 its sewerage system. Such construction or reconstruc-
18 tion shall be in accordance with plans approved by the
19 metropolitan district commission. Failure on the part
20 of any such municipality to comply with the orders of
21 said metropolitan district commission shall be suffi-
22 cient reason for the charging by said commission of
23 such additional assessment as it may deem necessary to
24 compensate said commission for the disposal of surface
25 and storm water from such municipality.
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