
SENATE No. 300

To accompany the petition of Wycliffe C. Marshall for legislation 
to require the placing under ground on public ways or places of all 
conductors of electricity for lighting, heat or power purposes in cer
tain cities and towns. Power and Light.

C fte  C o m m o iU u e a lt b  o f ^ a s s a c fu is e t t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A ct r e q u ir in g  t h e  p l a c in g  u n d e r g r o u n d  o f  a l l

CONDUCTORS ON PUBLIC WAYS OR PLACES FOR THE 

TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICITY FOR LIGHTING OR FOR 

HEAT OR POWER PURPOSES IN CERTAIN CITIES AND 

TOWNS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and sixty-six of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 twenty-five, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
4 the following new section: —
5 Section 25A. For the purposes of this section, all
6 the cities and towns of the commonwealth are classi-
7 tied as follows: Class One, the cities and towns with
8 a population of fifteen thousand or more inhabitants;
9 Class Two, all other cities and towns.

10 In said class one cities and towns, all persons or
11 corporations, private or municipal, owning or op-
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12 erating on public ways or places therein lines of wires
13 or other conductors for the transmission of electricity
14 for lighting or for heat or power purposes, except
15 those owned or operated for the use of street railway
16 companies shall place as hereinafter provided all said
17 electrical conductors underground in underground
18 conduits or other channels approved by the govern-
19 mental bodies of the respective cities and towns and
20 by the department of public utilities. Such electrical
21 conductors shall be placed underground within a
22 certain period of time to be fixed by the department
23 of public utilities after hearings, and said time shall
24 be sufficient for the proper construction of under-
25 ground conduits or other channels for said purpose
26 and for the installation therein of such electrical
27 conductors. Such electrical conductors shall be
28 placed underground in all streets of said cities and
29 towns, except in such streets as, after hearings, shall
30 be exempted from the provisions of this act by the gov-
31 emmental bodies of the respective cities and towns and
32 by the department of public utilities. Said persons or
33 corporations shall remove all of their respective poles,
34 wires, or other electrical conductors and supporting
35 fixtures or other devices from the surface of all such
36 streets in which said electrical conductors have been
37 placed underground in accordance with the provisions
38 of this act. Said exempted streets may at any future
39 time when required by public convenience and neces-
40 sity be ordered reclassified by said governmental
41 bodies and the department of public utilities as streets
42 where all electrical conductors as aforesaid must be
43 placed underground. With respect to the placing un-
44 derground of said electrical conductors in each city or
45 town, the local governing body and the department of
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46 public utilities, acting through a member or members
47 as provided in chapter twenty-five of the General Laws,
48 shall act as a joint board under regulations made by
49 said department. The department of public utilities
50 is hereby granted all necessary powers to carry out
51 the provisions of this act, and the governmental bodies
52 of the respective cities and towns are hereby granted
53 all such necessary powers in co-operation with said
54 department.




