
SENATE No. 312
To accompany the petition of Eugene H. Giroux for the establish

ment of a board of registration of tile contractors and regulating the 
practice of the occupation of tile contracting. State Administration.

Cl)t Commontoealtj) of egassacbusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An Act e s t a b l is h in g  a  b o a r d  o f  r e g is t r a t io n  o f  t il e

CONTRACTORS AND REGULATING THE PRACTICE OF THE 
OCCUPATION OF TILE CONTRACTING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Rouse of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter thirteen of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by inserting after section forty-
3 four, inserted by section one of chapter four hundred
4 and twenty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and
5 thirty-five, the following three new sections, under the
6 following heading: — b o a r d  o f  r e g is t r a t io n  o f  t il e

7 c o n t r a c to r s .

8 Section 45. There shall be a board of registration
9 of tile contractors, to be appointed by the governor,

10 with the advice and consent of the council, consisting of
11 five members, citizens of the commonwealth, each of
12 whom at the time of his appointment shall be a practi-
13 cal tile contractor operating in this commonwealth and
14 shall have had at least five years practical experience
15 as such tile contractor. As the term of office of a
16 member expires, his successor shall be appointed by
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17 the governor, with like advice and consent, to serve
18 for five years. The governor may also, with like advice
19 and consent, fill any vacancy in the board for the
20 unexpired term. After the expiration of one year
21 following the original appointment of members of the
22 board, no person shall be appointed to the board who is
23 not a registered tile contractor. Definitions contained
24 in section eighty-seven T of chapter one hundred and
25 twelve shall, so far as appropriate, apply to this and
26 the two following sections.
27 Section 46. The board shall hold regular meetings
28 at the state house on the second Tuesday of January,
29 M ay and October in each year, and such additional
30 meetings at such times and places as it may determine.
31 At the regular meeting in January it shall annually
32 organize by the choice of a chairman and a secretary
33 who shall be members of the board. Before entering
34 upon the discharge of the duties of his office, the secre-
35 tary shall give to the state treasurer a bond, in such
36 amount and with such sureties as shall be approved by
37 the governor and council, upon the recommendation
38 of the board, conditioned upon the faithful discharge
39 of his duties. Such bond, with the approval of the
40 governor and council and with the oath of office en-
41 dorsed thereon, shall be filed in the office of the state
42 secretary. The board shall have a common seal, and
43 the members thereof may administer oaths. The
44 board may appoint such agents and employees as the
45 work of the board may require.
46 Section 47. Each member of the board shall receive
47 ten dollars a day and his necessary expenses while per-
48 forming his official duties, but not more than
49 shall be paid to any member in any calendar year;
50 provided, that the salaries and expenses of the mem-
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51 bers of the board, and the expenses of the board, shall
52 not be in excess of the receipts for registration and
53 from other sources received by the state treasurer
54 from the board.

1 Section 2. Chapter one hundred and twelve of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
3 section eighty-seven JJ, inserted therein by section two
4 of chapter four hundred and twenty-eight of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and thirty-five, under the caption
6 REGISTRATION OF TILE CONTRACTORS, the fo llow in g
7 seven new sections: —
8 Section 87KK. The following words as used in the
9 following six sections, unless the context otherwise

10 requires, shall have the following meanings: —
11 “ Tile contracting” , any person, firm, or corporation
12 who for profit undertakes to lay, set, or install ceramic
13 floor and wall tiling in private or public buildings;
14 “ Board” , the board of registration of tile con-
15 tractors.
16 Section 87LL. Any person desiring to be examined
17 by the board must file an application furnished by the
18 board at least two weeks prior to the holding of an
19 examination. Each applicant, upon making applica-
20 tion, shall pay to the secretary of the board twenty-five
21 dollars. A person passing an examination shall be li-
22 censed to engage in the business of tile contracting in
23 the commonwealth and shall receive a certificate of
24 such registration and license, which certificate shall
25 expire on the thirty-first day of December following its
26 issuance or renewal.
27 Section 87MM. Every licensed tile contractor who
28 desires to continue in business in this state shall
29 annually, on or before the first day of January of each
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30 year, pay to the secretary of the board the sum of fifty
31 dollars, for which he shall receive a renewal of such
32 registration, and in case of the default of such registra-
33 tion by any person the license shall be revoked. Any
34 licensed tile contractor whose license has been revoked
35 for failure to pay the renewal fee, as herein provided,
36 may apply to have the same regranted upon payment
37 of renewal fees that should have been paid, together
38 with a penalty of ten dollars.
39 Section 87NN. The board shall have the power,
40 after hearing, to revoke or suspend the license of any
41 tile contractor upon satisfactory proof that such license
42 was secured by fraud or deceit practiced upon the
43 board; or upon satisfactory proof that such tile con-
44 tractor is guilty of gross negligence, incompetency, or
45 inefficiency in carrying on the business of the tile con-
46 tracting. Each charge against any contractor sub-
47 rnitted to the board shall be in writing and sworn to
48 by the complainant; provided, however, that before
49 any license shall be revoked or suspended, the holder
50 thereof shall have notice of the specific charge or
51 charges preferred, and at a date specified in said notice,
52 at least thirty days after legal service thereof, be given
53 public hearing, and have an opportunity to appear,
54 cross-examine witnesses, and to produce evidence.
55 Any person being aggrieved by the action of the board
56 shall have the right of appeal to the superior court.
57 Section 8700. All persons, firms, or corporations
58 actively engaged, on M ay first, nineteen hundred and
59 thirty-nine, in tile contracting in the commonwealth
60 shall, upon filing affidavit with the board, receive
61 a commonwealth license without examination upon
62 payment of the annual license fee.
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63 Section 87PP. Any firm, partnership, or corpo-
64 ration may engage in tile contracting in this state;
65 provided, one member of said firm, partnership, or
66 corporation is a licensed contractor. No license shall
67 be required of any mechanic or employee of a licensed
68 tile contractor performing duties for the employer.
69 Section 87QQ. Any person, firm, or corporation not
70 being duly licensed to engage in tile contracting in this
71 state, as provided for in sections 87KK to 87PP,
72 inclusive, and any person, firm, or corporation present-
73 ing as his or its own the license certificate of another,
74 or who shall give false or forged evidence of any kind
75 to the board or any member thereof in maintaining
76 a certificate of license, or who shall falsely impersonate
77 another, or who shall use an expired or revoked certifi-
78 cate of license, or an architect, engineer, or contractor
79 who receives or considers a bid from anyone not
80 properly licensed under said sections, shall, for each
81 offence of which he is convicted, be punished by a fine
82 of not less than two hundred dollars or by imprison-
83 ment of not less than two months, or both.

1 Se c tio n  3. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, or
2 part of this act shall for any reason be adjudged by
3 any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such
4 judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the
5 remainder of said act, but shall be confined in its
6 operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, or part
7 thereof directly involved in the controversy in which
8 said judgment shall have been rendered.








