
SENATE No. 343

To accompany the petition of John I. Fitzgerald for legislation to 
regulate the appointment of members of the board of election com
missioners in the city of Boston. Cities.

Cöe Commontucaltj) of ^assaclnisett0

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct r e g u l a t in g  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  m e m b e r s  o f

THE BOARD OF ELECTION COMMISSIONERS IN THE CITY 

OF BOSTON AND CERTAIN OTHER MATTERS RELATIVE 

TO SAID BOARD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section seventy-eight of Part I of
2 chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of
3 nineteen hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by
4 inserting after the word “ mayor” in the fourth line
5 the words: — as provided in section seventy-nine, —
6 so as to read as follows: —  Section 78. The election
7 department of Boston shall be under the charge of a
8 board of election commissioners consisting of four
9 citizens and voters of Boston who shall be appointed

10 by the mayor as provided in section seventy-nine;
11 and chapter four hundred and eighty-six of the acts
12 of the year nineteen hundred and nine, and all other
13 acts relating to departments of Boston, or the officers
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14 and employees thereof, not inconsistent herewith,
15 shall be applicable to said department and the officers
16 and employees thereof.

1 Section 2. Part I of said chapter eight hundred
2 and thirty-five is hereby further amended by striking
3 out section seventy-nine and inserting in place thereof
4 the following: —
5 Section 79. Two members of said board shall
6 always belong to each of the two leading political
7 parties. Every appointment as member of said
8 board shall be made by the mayor from a list to be
9 submitted to him by the city committee of the politi-

10 cal part}' from the members of which the position is
11 to be filled, containing the names of three enrolled
12 members of such party, resident in the city of Boston,
13 selected by vote of a majority of the members of
14 such committee present and voting at a duly called
15 meeting; provided, that not less than one hundred
16 such members are present and voting at such meet-
17 ing. Every member of said board shall serve until
18 the expiration of his term and until his successor
19 has qualified. One member shall annually be ap-
20 pointed for the term of four years, beginning with
21 the first day of April in the year of his appointment.
22 The mayor shall annually, on or before the first day
23 of April, designate one member as chairman for the
24 year beginning with said day, and may, after notice
25 and hearing, remove any member for cause. The
26 chairman of said board shall receive an annual salary
27 of seven thousand dollars, and each of the other com-
28 missioners six thousand dollars, or such other salary
29 as the city council may by ordinance prescribe. As
30 the terms of the several election commissioners ex-
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31 pire, and in case a vacancy occurs in said board, the
32 mayor shall appoint their successors in the manner
33 aforesaid; provided, that the mayor may at any
34 time during the year designate one member as chair-
35 man to fill a vacancy for the remainder of the unex-
36 pired term.

1 Section 3. As soon as may be after the effective
2 date of this act the mayor shall appoint four mem-
3 bers of the board of election commissioners of said
4 city, as provided in sections one and two of this act,
5 one for the term of one year, one for the term of two
6 years, one for the term of three years and one for the
7 term of four years; and the terms of the members of
8 said board in office on said effective date shall cease
9 and determine upon the qualification of the members 

10 appointed hereunder.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




