
SENATE No. 364
To accompany the petition of Anne Paulsen, executive secretary of 

the Civil Liberties Committee of Massachusetts, for legislation rela
tive to the conditions under which speeches and addresses may be 
made in public parks in cities and towns. Constitutional Law.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n A c t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h

SPEECHES AND ADDRESSES M AY BE MADE IN PUBLIC PARKS 

IN CITIES AND TOW NS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter forty of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section twenty-one the
3 following new section: —
4 Section 21 A. No permit or license shall be required
5 as a prerequisite to the making of any form of speech
6 or address in any public park in a city or town; pro-
7 vided, that it shall be lawful for a city or town to re-
8 strict the making of speeches or addresses in public
9 parks therein to a designated adequate, accessible and

10 convenient portion or portions of one or more such
11 public parks, and to require reasonable notice to be
12 given of intention to speak in any such designated
13 public park or portion thereof. In case such notice
14 is required, the person giving the same shall forthwith
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15 be given a written acknowledgment of its receipt.
16 Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to render
17 lawful any form of utterance prohibited by any law
18 of the commonwealth or of the United States, nor to
19 relieve any person from the legal consequences,
20 whether civil or criminal, for anything he may say in
21 the course of any such speech or address, nor to pre-
22 vent a city or town from prohibiting the making of
23 any speech or address in any public park therein for
24 the purpose of advertising or selling property or for
25 the purpose of public amusement or show,


