
SENATE No. 373
To accompany the petition of Joseph C. White and Laurence Cur

tis for legislation to authorize absences from school attendance for 
the purpose of religious observance. Education.

Ci)e CommontoealtJ) of epagsacfjusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An A ct a u t h o r iz in g  a b s e n c e s  f r o m  sc h o o l  a t t e n d 
an ce  FOR THE PURPOSE OF RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter seventy-six of the General
2 Laws, as amended by section three of chapter four
3 hundred and sixty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by insert-
5 ing after the word "com m ittee”  in the twenty-eighth
6 line the following: —  , or of a child whose absence is
7 for religious observance approved in advance by the
8 superintendent or the school committee, — so as to
9 read as follows: — Section 1. Every child between

10 seven and sixteen, except a child between fourteen and
11 sixteen who meets the requirements for the completion
12 of the sixth grade of the public schools of the town
13 where he resides and who holds a permit for employ-
14 ment in private domestic service or service on a farm,
15 under section eighty-six of chapter one hundred and
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16 forty-nine, and is regularly employed thereunder for at
17 least six hours per day, or a child between fourteen and
18 sixteen who meets said requirements in the town
19 where he resides and has the written permission of the
20 superintendent of schools of said town to engage in
21 non-wage-earning employment at home, or a child over
22 fourteen who holds a permit for employment in a co-
23 operating employment, as provided in said section
24 eighty-six, shall, subject to section fifteen, attend a
25 public day school in said town, or some other day
26 school approved by the school committee, during the
27 entire time the public schools are in session, unless the
28 child attend school in another town, during the entire
29 time the same is in session, under sections six to twelve,
30 inclusive; but such attendance shall not be required
31 of a child whose physical or mental condition is such
32 as to render attendance inexpedient or impracticable
33 or of a child granted an employment permit by the
34 superintendent of schools when such superintendent
35 determines that the welfare of such child will be better
36 served through the granting of such permit, or of a
37 child who is being otherwise instructed in a manner
38 approved in advance by the superintendent or the
39 school committee, or of a child whose absence is for
40 religious observance approved in advance by the
41 superintendent or the school committee. The superin-
42 tendent of schools may transfer to any specialized type
43 of school on a full-time basis any child who possesses
44 the educational qualifications enumerated in this sec-
45 tion and in the opinion of the superintendent -would be
46 benefited by such transfer. The superintendent, or
47 teachers in so far as authorized by him or by the school
48 committee, may excuse cases of necessary absence for
49 other causes not exceeding seven day sessions or four-
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50 teen half day sessions in any period of six months.
51 For the purposes of this section, school committees
52 shall approve a private school only when the instruc-
53 tion in all the studies required by law is in English, and
54 when satisfied that such instruction equals hi thorough-
55 ness and efficiency, and in the progress made therein,
56 that in the public schools in the same town; but they
57 shall not withhold such approval on account of religious
58 teaching.
59 The school committee of each town shall provide for
60 and enforce the school attendance of all children
61 actually residing therein hi accordance herewith.
62 The terms “ permit for employment” and “ em-
63 ployment permit” , as used in this chapter, shall mean
64 an employment permit referred to in section eighty-six
65 of chapter one hundred and forty-nine.




