
SENATE No. 513

To accompany the petition of Merritt Thompson for legislation 
relative to liens upon real estate for taxes and the effect of a recorded 
certificate of municipal liens. Taxation.

Cöe Commontoealtö of e^assac&usetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

An  A ct r e l a t iv e  to l ie n s  u p o n  r e a l  e s t a t e  fo r  t a x e s
AND THE EFFECT OF A RECORDED CERTIFICATE OF 
MUNICIPAL LIENS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby
3 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
4 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:
1 Se c t io n  1. Chapter sixty of the General Laws is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section
3 thirty-seven, as most recently amended by chapter
4 one hundred and forty-six of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-six, and inserting in place thereof
6 the following:
7 Section 37. Taxes assessed upon or in relation to
8 any land shall, with all incidental charges and fees
9 be a lien upon said land from January first in the
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10 year of assessment until said taxes are paid or legally
11 abated, irrespective of any error or irregularity in the
12 assessment.
13 Said taxes, if unpaid for fourteen days after demand
14 therefor, may, with said charges and fees, be levied
15 by sale of the real estate.
16 No tax title shall be held to be invalid by reason
17 of any errors or irregularities in the proceedings of
18 the assessors or collector which are neither substantial
19 nor misleading.

1 Se c t io n  2. Section twenty-three of chapter sixty
2 of the General Laws is hereby further amended by
3 striking out said section twenty-three, as most re-
4 cently amended by section one of chapter one hun-
5 drea and ninety-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred
6 and thirty-two, and inserting in place thereof the
7 following:-—
8 Section 23. The collector of taxes for any city or
9 town shall, on written application by any person, and 

10 within fifteen days thereafter, furnish to such applicant 
1 1 a  certificate of all taxes and other assessments, includ-
12 ing water rates and charges, which at the time con-
13 stitute liens on the parcel of real estate specified in
14 such application and are payable on account of such
15 real estate; such certificate shall be itemized and
16 shall show the amounts then payable on account of
17 all such taxes and assessments, rates and charges,
18 so far as such amounts are fixed and ascertained, and
19 if the same are not then ascertainable, it shall be so
20 expressed in the certificate. Any town officer or board
21 doing an act towards establishing any such tax,
22 assessment, lien or charge upon any real estate in the
23 town, shall transmit a notice of such act to the collector
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24 of taxes. Such collector of taxes shall charge two and
25 one half dollars for each certificate so issued, and the
26 money so received shall be paid into the town treas-
27 ury. Said certificate shall be approved by the treas-
28 urer of said city or town, and shall be acknowledged
29 by the collector, and if recorded within thirty days
30 from its date in the registry of deeds, shall operate
31 to discharge the lien or liens on such real estate for
32 all taxes and other assessments, including water rates
33 and charges, which appear by said certificate to have
34 been paid; but shall not affect the obligation of any
35 person or corporation liable for the payment thereof.
36 City or town departments or boards on request by
37 the collector shall certify to him all charges outstand-
38 ing against such real estate, and the collector shall
39 not be liable for any error in the information so
40 certified to him.
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