
SENATE No. 634

C i)c  C o m m o n tu e a lti)  of e p a M a c b u s e tts

Se n a t e , April 2, 1941.

The joint committee on Municipal Finance, to whom 
was recommitted so much of the recommendations of 
the State Board of Housing (House, No. 69) as relates 
to bringing Massachusetts legislation in conformity with 
federal housing legislation with respect to the eligibility 
of occupants of projects under the control of local hous
ing authorities (accompanied by bill, House, No. 71), 
report the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 634).

For the committee,

EUGENE H. GIROUX.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-One.

A n  A ct  f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t in g  r e q u ir e m e n t s  b y  housing

AUTHORITIES AS TO TENANTS OF LOW-RENT HOUSING 
PROJECTS.

1 Whereas, Because of the passage by the Congress
2 of “ An Act making appropriations for the Executive
3 Office and sundry independent executive bureaus,
4 boards, commissions, and offices, for the fiscal year
5 ending June 30, 1941, and for other purposes” it is
6 necessary, in order that Massachusetts Housing Au-
7 thorities shall continue to receive certain payments
8 from the federal government on account of projects
9 entered into by such Authorities that tenancy of

10 such projects by non-citizens of the United States
11 be prohibited by this commonwealth, therefore this
12 act is hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
13 sary for the immediate preservation of the public
14 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Section twenty-six AA of chapter one
2 hundred and twenty-one of the General Laws, as
3 appearing in section one of chapter four hundred and
4 eighty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
5 eight, is hereby amended by striking out clause (d)
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6 and inserting in place thereof the following two
7 clauses: —
8 (d) It shall not accept as a tenant in any project,
9 whether by rental or occupancy, any person who is

10 not a citizen of the United States, (e) There shall be
11 no discrimination; provided, that if the number of
12 qualified applicants for dwelling accommodations
13 exceeds the dwelling units available, preference shall
14 be given to inhabitants of the city or town in which
15 the project is located, and to the families who oc-
16 cupied the dwellings eliminated by demolition, con-
17 demnation and effective closing as part of the project
18 so far as is reasonably practicable without discrimina-
19 tion against persons living in other sub-standard
20 areas within the same city or town.

1 Se c tio n  2. Any regulation made, or contract
2 entered into, prior to the effective date of this act by
3 a housing authority subject to the Housing Authority
4 Law providing in effect that such housing authority
5 shall not accept as a tenant in a project whether by
6 rental or occupancy any person who is not a citizen
7 of the United States, is hereby validated and con-
8 firmed and shall have the same force and effect as if
9 section one of this act had been in effect when such 

10 regulation was made or contract entered into.




