
SENATE . . . .  No. 705

Cl)e Commontoealtf) of ^assacfcusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o sto n , June 2, 1941.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend
ments to the Constitution, I am returning herewith Sen
ate Bill No. 647, amended, entitled “ An Act Relative to 
Provisional and Emergency Appointments and Promo
tions in the Classified Civil Service” with the recom
mendation that on the second page of said bill you amend 
the sentence beginning with the words: “ except in police 
and fire departments an appointment official may”  by 
the addition, after the said word “ may” , of the words 
“ with the approval of the Director”  and in the same 
sentence by striking out the words “ provided that such 
employee has been employed at least ten years in the 
lower grade or” .

I am making these recommendations because the Act 
in its present form would result in the practical elimina
tion of competitive promotional examinations and would 
place department heads in a difficult position in dealing 
with the employees within their department. It would 
also make them subject to political pressure at all times 
to select an employee of their department who could 
bring the greatest pressure to bear upon them, providing 
he had ten years of service in the department. I believe 
that this would be a step backward rather than forward 
in the civil service system and would result in poorer 
administration as it would not put the most effective 
persons in the most responsible positions.

Very respectfully yours,

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor of the Commonwealth.
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