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A n A ct  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  u s e  b y

CITIES AND TOWNS OF SOURCES OF WATER SUPPLY 

WITHIN THEIR OWN LIMITS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. Section thirty-eight of chapter forty
2 of the General Laws, as amended by section two of
3 chapter one hundred and seventy-two of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby further
5 amended by adding at the end the following new para-
6 graph: —
7 Nothing in this section shall be construed as author-
8 izing any city or town, any part of which is within ten
9 miles of the state house, or any water company owning

10 a water supply system in any such city or town, except
11 in case of emergency, to use, for domestic purposes.
12 water in contravention of any provision of chapter
13 four hundred and eighty-eight of the acts of eighteen
14 hundred and ninety-five, and no such city, town or
15 water company shall purchase water, except in case of
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16 emergency, from any municipality without written
17 permission so to do by the metropolitan district com-
18 mission.

1 S e c t i o n  2. Said chapter forty is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section thirty-nine A, in-
3 serted by section three of said chapter one hundred
4 and seventy-two, and inserting in place thereof the 
o following section: —1
6 Section 39A. A town, by a majority of its voters
7 present and voting thereon at a town meeting at
8 which the voting list shall be used, may establish a
9 water supply or water distributing system and main-

10 tain and operate the same, in accordance with sec-
11 lions thirty-nine B to thirty-nine G, inclusive; but
12 no such system shall be established to supply water in
13 any town while the inhabitants of any part thereof
14 are being served directly by a water company or a
15 water supply district, water district, or fire district
16 supplying water to its inhabitants, except in accord-
17 ance with section thirty-eight or with special law.
18 Any town may vote to authorize its board of select-
19 men to act as water commissioners, with all the powers
20 and duties of such commissioners, until water com-
21 missioners shall be elected as hereinafter provided.
22 A town which has so voted may, at an annual town
23 meeting, or at a special town meeting called for the
24 purpose and held at least thirty days before the next
25 annual town meeting, vote that at such next annual
26 town meeting water commissioners shall be elected.


