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Felloiv Senators:
I assume the chair as your presiding officer with a 

feeling of deep gratitude for the confidence you have 
expressed in me in making me your President. I only 
hope that I can continue the ideals of impartiality, fair
ness and dignity upheld by the presiding officers under 
whom I have served.

We are called in special session faced with a grave 
emergency — total war, the like of which our country 
has never seen. This session is called for the purpose of 
enacting legislation, — the better to meet this emergency. 
It is of the utmost importance that we Senators, together 
with all public officials and every last one of our citizens, 
co-operate with but one end in view — the victorious and 
speedy conclusion of the war. Yet it cannot be done 
without sacrifices on the part of all of us. It requires, as 
the leader of our brother-nation-in-arms so ably said, 
“ Blood, Sweat, and Tears.”

With aggressors, hungry for world conquest, knocking 
at our eastern and western portals, it may be well for us 
at all times to have in mind that we are one of the few 
deliberative bodies remaining in a world ripped open by 
the sworn enemies of our free and democratic form of 
government. Let us by the sanity, tolerance and effi-
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ciency of our legislative acts prove to the world that ours 
still is the right form of government; that we are equipped 
to set up by quick legislation the necessary financial and 
material forces not only to protect our State, but also to 
help in hunting out and crushing enemies who dare to 
violate our waters, our shores, or our skies. Let us be 
expeditious in performing the task immediately before us, 
a t the same time preserving our rights to evolve correct 
legislation through debate and careful study and delib
eration.

Let us have free discussion so that the purpose and 
provisions of each measure will be clear. But, above all, 
let us have such co-operation that our citizens will know 
that the Massachusetts Legislature can meet an emer
gency squarely and settle it promptly!

I cannot emphasize too strongly the fact that at all 
times we are accountable to the people of this Common
wealth who have chosen us to be their agents, that our 
government is by and for them.

In the same deep sincerity in which I thank you for 
the trust you place in me, I bespeak your co-operation in 
my constant endeavor to lead our Senate proceedings 
along the pathway of dignity, efficiency and patriotism.


