
HOUSE No. 144• • • •

Cfie Commontuealti) of epassaclnisetts

SPECIAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
CONSERVATION RELATIVE TO ACQUISI
TION BY THE COMMONWEALTH OF LAND 
NEAR TRAPP POND IN THE TOWN OF 
EDGARTOWN AND OAK BLUFFS FOR PUB
LIC BEACH PURPOSES.

[Conservation.]

B o s t o n , November 30, 1942.
To the General Court of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of chapter 44 of the 
Resolves of 1941, the Department of Conservation has 
caused an investigation to be made relative to the acqui
sition by the Commonwealth of land near Trapp Pond 
in the towns of Edgartown and Oak Bluffs for public 
beach purposes.

Chapter 44 of the Resolves of 1941 reads as follows:
Resolved, That the department of conservation is hereby author

ized and directed to investigate the subject matter of current house 
document numbered six hundred and eighty-six, relative to the acqui
sition by the commonwealth of land near Trapp Pond in the towns of 
Edgartown and Oak Bluffs for public beach purposes. Said depart
ment shall report to the general court the results of its investigation, 
and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation 
necessary to carry such recommendations into effect, by filing the 
same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the 
first Wednesday of December in the year nineteen hundred and forty- 
ŵ0_ Approved July 2S, 1941.

The investigation was made by Mr. Frank L. Haynes, 
who had had long experience in matters pertaining to
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land acquisition for the Department of Conservation, and 
I transmit herewith Mr. Haynes’ report on the investi
gation.

In view of the present war emergency, the Depart
ment makes no recommendation at this time, but trans
mits the facts in the case as determined by the report of 
Mr. Haynes, submitted herewith, for the consideration 
of the General Court.

Respectfully submitted,

RAYMOND J. KENNEY,
Commissioner of Conservation.
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REPORT BY FRANK L. HAYNES.

D e p a r t m e n t  of  C o n s e r v a t io n ,
D iv is io n  of  F o r e s t r y ,

15 A s h b u r t o n  P l a c e , B o s t o n , October 27, 1942.

Mr. R aymond J. K enney , Commissioner of Conservation, 15 Ashburton 
Place, Boston, Mass.

D e a r  Sir : — In accordance with directions, an investi
gation has been made of the subject matter of chapter 
44 of the legislative Acts of 1941, and a report thereon 
is as follows :

L o catio n  an d  A r e a .

Chapter 44 refers to House Document No. 686 in 
which the property to which this report relates is de
scribed as “ Beginning at a point near Trapp Pond in 
the town of Edgartown extending northerly along Nan
tucket Sound to a point at the south end of sea wall and 
the beginning point of the state highway in the town of 
Oak Bluffs.”

While this description is not specific as to the complete 
exterior boundaries of the area involved as a whole, it 
is considered that the intent of the document was to in
clude mainly the beach section situated between Nan
tucket Sound and the state highway leading between 
Oak Bluffs and Edgartown.

For purposes of the report this area has been divided 
into four sectors or parcels designated as A, B and C in 
Oak Bluffs and D in Edgartown. Reference is made to 
United States Coast and Geodetic Survey Map of the 
Edgartown Harbor sector, upon which the divisions have 
been indicated.



A. The boundaries of this parcel would be approxi
mately as follows:

Beginning at south end of sea wall at south end of 
Seaview Avenue, Oak Bluffs; thence running southerly 
along shore of Nantucket Sound 950 feet to a point 50 
feet north of the north jetty of entrance to Harthaven 
Harbor; thence running westerly in a line 50 feet north 
of said jetty and parallel to it 260 feet to a point oppo
site the west end of wooden bulkhead; thence on a line 
northwesterly 477 feet to the state highway and right 
angle to it; thence along easterly line of said highway 
1,000 feet to place of beginning. Containing four and 
one half acres, more or less.

As can be noted on the map, this parcel adjoins the 
ocean front property of the town of Oak Bluffs. The 
major part of the 950 feet on Nantucket Sound is usable 
for bathing and is so used each summer by many per
sons, as is also, to a lesser extent, the channel waters 
into Harthaven Harbor. This parcel as a whole, con
sidering its nature and readily accessible location, has 
much in its favor for recreational purposes.

B. This sector comes within the description in House 
No. 686 as running along Nantucket Sound, but owing 
to present usage of the property comprising it, the num
ber of private residences, and other factors relating to it 
no attempt was made to secure values and costs for pos
sible acquisition by the Commonwealth. At this time 
the needs for additional public beaches on Marthas Vine
yard do not appear to require the inclusion of such prop
erties as sector B comprises to sufficiently justify its 
inclusion.

C. The boundaries of this sector are approximately 
as follows:

Beginning at a point on east side of the state highway 
200 feet south of south jetty of new entrance to Senge- 
kontacket Pond; thence running easterly on a line par
allel and 200 feet from said jetty to Nantucket Sound; 
thence southerly along shore of Nantucket Sound to old 
entrance to Sengekontacket Pond; thence southwesterly
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to east line of the state highway; thence northerly 6,200 
feet to point of beginning. Containing nineteen acres, 
more or less.

From plans available, it appears that in past years 
this sector was divided into 31 lots having a frontage on 
Nantucket Sound of 200 feet in width, with their north 
and south sides running from Nantucket Sound west
erly, crossing the state highway to the shore line of 
Sengekontacket Pond. The portion of these lots situ
ated east of the state highway comprises an unbroken 
stretch of beach and grass-covered sand varying in width 
from approximately 150 to 300 feet and usable through
out, its entire length for bathing and other recreational 
purposes.

D. The boundaries of this sector situated entirely in 
Edgartown are approximately as follows:

Beginning at a point on the east side of the state high
way and in the south line of the old entrance to Senge
kontacket Pond, and running thence easterly to Nan
tucket Sound; thence southeasterly along shore of Nan
tucket Sound to the north boundary of the Edgartown 
town beach; thence westerly by said town beach north 
line to the state highway; thence by the highway about 
4,553 feet to point of beginning. Containing ten acres, 
more or less.

This sector also comprises an unbroken stretch of 
beach and grass-covered sand of corresponding widths to 
parcel C, and usable in its entirety for bathing and other 
recreational purposes.

Due to a somewhat different exposure to Nantucket 
Sound waters than sector C, the beach on the Edgar
town side has in the main a finer surface than much of 
the more northerly sector.
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O w n e r sh ip  -—• A ssessed  V alu es  an d  P r ic e s .

Parcel A.
The Wm. H. Hart Realty Co., New Britain, Connec

ticut :
Assessed value, $500.
Price asked, $12,000.

Parcel C.
Lots No. 0 and No. 23 excepted.
The Wm. H. Hart Realty Co., New Britain, Connec

ticut :
Assessed value (29 lots at $300 per lot), $8,700.
Price asked, $20,000.

Lots No. 0 and No. 23 in parcel C.
Howard S. Hart, New Britain, Connecticut:

Assessed value, $600.
No price stated.

Parcel D.
No plan was available to show a specific layout of 

properties by lots for sector D as was the case for sectors 
A and C. Information secured from local residents and 
from the assessors’ records, the owners of properties 
within the sector and extending from Nantucket Sound 
to Sengekontacket Pond, is as follows:

1. Clement Norton, Edgartown:
1 acre+ 27,956 square feet.
Assessed value, $50.

2. Maurice V. Bloomerth Realty Co., Trustee, Malden, Mass.:
15,604 square feet.
Assessed value, $250.
Building, $50.

3. George Marcliant, Edgartown:
Not assessed.

4. Mary B. Silva:
1 acre.
Assessed value, $30.
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5. Andrew C. Littlefield, Edgartown:
Not assessed.

6. Mary Metell, Falmouth:
3 acres.
Assessed value, 1150.

7. Hiram N. Crowell, Edgartown:
4 acres+10,890 square feet.
Assessed value, $150.

8. Heirs of James E. Chadwick, Edgartown:
Consists of a two-rod right of way of the old Marthas Vine
yard Railroad running through sector D. The railroad 
fine was abandoned in 1896. No assessment is made for 
this right of way.

No definite figures were made available regarding the 
consideration as a whole that the owners of this sector 
would expect to receive for their properties if acquired 
by the Commonwealth. Two of the principal owners 
indicated that such price as was determined for the Oak 
Bluff’s adjoining portion would be a satisfactory one.

If this price were used as a basic one for the Edgar
town properties and determined likewise from the state 
highway footage and the area east of the highway, the 
total would be $14,706. It is thought probable, however, 
that a lesser total consideration would be possible on the 
Edgartown section if definite negotiations were entered 
into for acquisition.

The crescent shaped land formation extending from 
the end of the sea wall in Oak Bluffs for a distance of 
nearly 5 miles along Nantucket Sound, and of which the 
above-described parcels comprise a large portion, con
stitutes one of the finest unspoiled stretches of its kind 
on the coast lines of the Commonwealth, and in the 
opinion of some much traveled persons, cannot be ex
celled outside of the Commonwealth’s boundaries.

At the present time it remains mainly in its original 
natural condition with no structures of any kind on the 
ocean side of the state highway along those portions to 
which this report relates and but one small fish house 
on the west or Sengekontacket Pond side. Its location
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and nature is such as to offer safe and comfortable bath
ing and other kinds of seashore recreation to persons of 
all ages.

E x is t in g  P u blic  B e a c h e s .

Oak Bluffs.

The beach property of the town of Oak Bluffs extends 
southerly from the jetties at the entrance to Oak Bluffs 
Harbor to the end of the sea wall at parcel A, a distance 
of approximately four fifths of a mile. Several hundred 
feet of this distance on the south end are not usable for 
general bathing, owing to the heavy stone and cement 
wall masonry put in place for shore protection. The 
beach at Oak Bluffs is a familiar and popular bathing 
place for large numbers of persons each year coming by 
boat from New Bedford and Woods Hole on the main
land a distance of 24 and 6 miles, respectively. There 
is at the beach a bathhouse owned by the town, but 
leased or rented for private operation and having accom
modations for 300 persons.

Edgartown.
The Edgartown town-owned beach was acquired in 

1929 at a cost of $3,000, and comprises a parcel of prop
erty having boundaries of 532.84 feet on the state high
way, approximately the same distance along Nantucket 
Sound, widths of 88.6 and 69.6 feet on its other sides, 
and containing about 1 acre. It is situated 2 miles from 
the town center. There are no constructed accommoda
tions of any kind at this beach.

Situated 3 miles from Edgartown Center, 9 miles from 
Oak Bluffs and 11 miles from Vineyard Haven is the 
South Beach at Katama acquired by the County of 
Dukes in 1927. According to Land Court plans, it ex
tends along the ocean side a distance of 17,350 feet, on 
the Mattakeset and Katama Bay side for 16,705 feet, 
and is from 300 to 500 feet in width.
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This beach is accessible by automobile, but a portion 
of the road leading to it from Edgartovvn is of an unim
proved nature. There are no constructed accommoda
tions available at any part of the beach, and on the ocean 
side, owing to the sharp shelving and heavy surf, it is 
not considered a safe beach for other than strong swim
mers. The beach is used to a certain extent for other 
kinds of seashore recreation.

Chappaquiddick.
Privately owned but operated for public use, there is 

an excellent beach extending for a considerable distance 
along a part of the shore line of Chappaquiddick Island. 
Bathhouse accommodations for 300 persons and other 
services are available at nominal charges. Access from 
the mainland is by boat only, requiring but a short time 
to make the passage, the charge by public conveyance 
being 10 cents per person and a smaller charge if several 
trips are made. The operation of the Chappaquiddick 
Beach property is carefully supervised for the pleasure 
of those it serves, and is mainly used by persons accus
tomed to the better class of conditions. The fact that 
access to this beach is by water transportation only is 
an objectionable feature to many persons who otherwise 
might use its accommodations.

R e m a r k s .

Without exception, such town officials and citizens 
with whom the question of acquisition of beach property 
on Marthas Vineyard by the Commonwealth was dis
cussed approved such procedure, and it was indicated 
that there is much sentiment in favor of it.

It was pointed out that of the many miles of beaches 
on the Island as a whole, 99 per cent was in private 
ownership and but 1 per cent in public, and that while 
each year many persons used sectors A, C and D ! for 
recreational purposes, such use did, in effect, constitute

See map on file in House Clerk’s office.
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trespassing on private property. How long such con
tinued use would be generally permitted cannot, of course, 
be known at this time. It was thought, however, that a 
larger use would be made and welcomed by many more 
visitors to the Island if these beach sections were placed 
in public ownership.

An unusual feature relating to a possible acquisition 
by the Commonwealth is a desire expressed by interested 
citizens that no additional expenditures be made by the 
Commonwealth for improvements of any kind such as 
are generally required at most public beaches. It was 
stated that the beach should be left entirely in its pres
ent natural condition other than improving automobile 
parking facilities along the state highway for which the 
material and necessary work would be taken care of 
locally. It would appear from the investigation that 
were a public beach established along the sections indi
cated improved additional parking areas would be most 
essential, and, if made, several hundred cars could be 
readily placed.

While no check has ever been made as to the total 
number of persons using these beach sections during the 
summer, Marthas Vineyard Island records indicate a 
summer population of close to 40,000 in normal times 
compared to a winter population of 5,571. It is, of 
course, a well-known fact that the Island as a whole de
pends very largely upon its summer visitors for the finan
cial returns derived from its many recreational advan
tages, and many feel that additional public beach areas 
are needed and should be acquired by the Commonwealth.

In connection with the investigation made, and while 
House Document No. 686 did not specifically include 
the section along the state highway between the high
way and Sengekontacket Pond, it was noted that this 
area could and probably should be included in a beach 
reservation.

At the present time this entire area is in its natural 
and unspoiled condition of grass-covered sand and marsh 
land bounding, as can be noted on the geodetic plan
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for the entire distance west of sectors C and D, upon 
the shore line of Sengekontacket Pond. The portion on 
the Oak Bluffs side of the town line comprises about 
23 acres, and, with the exception of Lots No. 0 and No. 
23, is owned by the above-mentioned Wm. H. Hart 
Realty Co.

The price stated by the company for its acquisition is 
$6,000. The portion in Edgartown contains approxi
mately 47 acres for which no price was determined, but 
it is thought that for a reasonable consideration this sec
tion could be acquired.

Whether in future years this section between the state 
highway and pond may be spoiled by the construction 
of undesirable and unsightly structures is, of course, prob
lematical, but its acquisition in its present condition 
would preclude for a certainty any such possibility.

Were the properties above mentioned in sectors A, C 
and D not to be acquired in their entirety, it would 
appear from the observations made that sector D in 
Edgartown has the finer beach qualities, and that sec
tors A and D are, in the main, those most used.

If acquisitions are made by the Commonwealth of any 
or all of the above-described sectors A, C and D, it is 
recommended that takings by eminent domain, under 
chapter 79 of the General Laws, to extreme low water 
be effected. Such procedure would preclude any possible 
future questions arising regarding use by the public of 
the ocean front.

Respectfully submitted,

F. L. HAYNES,
Investigator for the Department.
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