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SPECIAL REPORT OF THE STATE PLAN

NING BOARD (AS SUCCESSOR TO THE 
DIVISION OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING) 
DIRECTED TO INVESTIGATE THE AD
VISABILITY OF PROVIDING ADDITIONAL 
RAPID TRANSIT FACILITIES FOR EAST 
BOSTON, CHELSEA, WINTHROP, REVERE 
AND OTHER CONNECTING COMMUNITIES.

[Transportation.]

B o s t o n , December 1, 1942.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

The General Court of 1941 passed the following resolve:
C h a p t e r  28.

R esolve .providing for an Investigation by the D ivision of 
M etropolitan Planning of the M etropolitan D istrict 
Commission, or its Successor, relative to the Advisability 
of providing Additional R apid T ransit Facilities for East 
Boston, Chelsea, W inthrop, R evere and Other Connect
ing Communities.

Resolved, That the division of metropolitan planning of the metro
politan district commission, or its successor, is hereby authorized and 
directed to investigate the subject matter of current house documents 
numbered two hundred and ninety-eight and thirteen hundred and 
fourteen, relative to providing additional rapid transit facilities for 
East Boston, Chelsea, Winthrop, Revere and other connecting com
munities. Said division, or its successor, shall report to the general 
court the results of its investigation, including estimates of cost and 
also its recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation 
necessary to carry said recommendations into effect, by filing the 
same with the clerk of the house of representatives on or before the 
first Wednesday of December in the year nineteen hundred and forty- 
tw0_ Approved July 8, 194-1.

Chapter 466 of the Acts of 1941 abolished the Division 
of Metropolitan Planning and transferred its powers, 
duties and personnel to the State Planning Board. Ac



cordingly, as successor to said Division, the State Plan
ning Board submits this report.

The resolve directs attention to the subject matter of 
two House Documents of 1941, numbered 298 and 1314, 
respectively, both of which provide for the extension of 
rapid transit facilities from East Boston as a means of 
improved transportation for that district and its con
tiguous cities and towns.

The first document, numbered 298, calls for an ex
tension of the East Boston Rapid Transit Tunnel “ from 
its present terminus to the junction of Gove and Lamson 
streets, and by using the abandoned location of the 
Boston, Revere Beach and Lynn Railroad Company be
tween said junction and the Orient Heights section of 
said district.”

House Document No. 1314 proposes an extension of 
the tunnel “ to the vacant land east of Bremen street 
and the railroad right of way of the Boston and Maine 
Railroad and the Boston and Albany Railroad.” It also 
calls for the construction at that point of a terminal sta
tion for the accommodation of trolley cars and buses. 
The construction of a traffic circle to divert automobile 
traffic from the area is also proposed. It further provides 
that, upon completion of the above described construc
tion, the Maverick Square surface car incline be removed.

Similar proposals for improved transportation for this 
district have been studied numerous times in the past, 
before the Boston, Revere Beach and Lynn Railroad 
ceased operation. The Division of Metropolitan Plan
ning made many studies looking toward the possibility 
of a physical connection between the Boston Elevated 
Railway and the “ Narrow Gauge” by the extension of 
the rapid transit system to a point near the Airport, Day 
Square or Orient Heights. With the Boston, Revere 
Beach and Lynn Railroad out of business that possibility 
no longer exists.

The extension proposed by House Document No. 298 
is almost identical with one route previously studied and 
most recently reported upon by the Division in Llouse 
Document No. 1573 of 1937. The estimated cost of that
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route was reported at that time to be $6,150,000. For 
military reasons the use of the railroad right of way at 
this time is not feasible.

Again, the route proposed by House Document No. 
1314 is also similar to one previously studied. Plans 
for this route varied in estimated cost from three to four 
million dollars. In addition, certain highway studies for 
the vehicular tunnel approach have been recommended 
at costs varying from $600,000 to $1,200,000. Plans and 
estimates for all of the above-described routes are on file 
at the office of the State Planning Board.

At this time the Board is reluctant to express any 
specific opinion or preference concerning the proposed 
routes. There is, of course, much merit in any feasible 
plan which will provide improved rapid transit for the 
people of this area. Railroad and rapid transit co-ordi
nation has been the subject of investigation by a special 
commission established by chapter 64 of the Resolves of 
1939 and continued by chapter 43 of the Resolves of 
1941. In addition, His Excellency the Governor, in April, 
1941, appointed a special commission headed by the chair
man of the Department of Public Utilities and including 
representatives of the railroads and street railways oper
ating into Boston. That commission has the specific duty 
of investigating the advisability of co-ordinating all com
muting services in the Boston area.

Rather than attempt to consider the East Boston ex
tension separately, the Board believes that the matter 
should be treated as a component part of the over-all 
metropolitan problem. What part of the comprehensive 
plan will this project be? W ill East Boston be the ter
minal of a route extending over the East Cambridge 
Viaduct, through Cambridge and to Arlington? Should 
it be connected to a route through the Boylston Street 
Subway to Brighton, or should it be tied into the Hunt
ington Avenue Subway and extended to Brookline and 
Jamaica Plain? What possibilities does the Airport offer? 
Is it to become a great passenger and air-borne freight 
terminal necessitating rapid transit and railroad facili
ties9 These are all possibilities that have been studied
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in the past and are still very much in the picture for 
further consideration. This project will have its place 
in the ultimate development of our transportation sys
tem, but, pending complete study of the entire situation, 
no attempt at a separate solution should be made.

Economic conditions during the past decade have 
not permitted extensive enlargement of Boston’s rapid 
transit system. War-time exigencies would not permit 
the procurement of materials necessary for construction 
at this time. Heavy construction programs such as this f  
will undoubtedly form a major part of the post-war 
readjustment period, and such projects could well be 
deferred until that time.

The Board will be glad to make available to the afore
mentioned commissions the plans, estimates and other 
data in its files relating to the many rapid transit studies 
made by the Division of Metropolitan Planning in the 
past.

For the reasons hereinbefore stated, the Board deems 
it expedient to make no recommendations at this time 
concerning the routes specifically mentioned in the 
resolve.

Respectfully submitted,

STATE PLANNING BOARD.
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