
HOUSE No. 218

Messrs. Gray of Springfield, Markley of Springfield and Sylvia of 
Oak Bluffs presented a petition of Joseph A. Sylvia, Thomas T. Gray 
and Philip M. Markley for adoption by the House of Resolutions 
memorializing Congress to take immediate steps to relieve distress 
and suffering caused by the shortage of fuel oil in Massachusetts. 
Rules.

€ J it  C o m m o n to e a ltl)  o f Q ^ a s s a c iiu s e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

R e so l u tio n s  m e m o r ia l iz in g  c o n g r e s s  to  t a k e  im m e 

d ia t e  STEPS TO RELIEVE DISTRESS AND SUFFERING 

CAUSED BY THE SHORTAGE OF FUEL OIL IN MASSA

CHUSETTS.

1 Whereas, The prosecution of the existing war has
2 limited the facilities for the transportation of fuel oil
3 into the New England states, thereby drastically re-
4 ducing the supply thereof; and
5 Whereas, The people of this commonwealth are
6 undergoing great suffering by reason of their inability
7 to properly heat their homes due to said reduced sup-
8 ply of fuel oil, thereby creating a deplorable condition
9 and a serious menace to the lives and health of the

10 people of this commonwealth; and
11 Whereas, The people of this commonwealth look to
12 Congress for the providing of immediate relief from
13 this dangerous situation; and
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14 Whereas, Tragedy has already occurred in this
15 commonwealth in the death of residents thereof due
16 to exposure to cold in their homes; and
17 Whereas, Many stricken families without heat in
18 their homes will soon be forced to seek shelter else- :
19 where unless immediate relief is provided; therefore
20 be it
21 Resolved, That the House of Representatives of (
22 Massachusetts respectfully urges upon the Congress
23 of the United States the dire necessity of immediate
24 action by it, through legislation or otherwise, so that
25 relief may be provided without delay for the people
26 of this commonwealth who are so vitally affected by
27 this extraordinary emergency which deprives many of
28 them of the only means of heating their homes and
29 who are threatened with increased suffering if such
30 action is not taken forthwith; and be it further
31 Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth
32 forthwith forward copies of these resolutions to the
33 President of the United States, to the presiding officers
34 of both branches of Congress and to the members of
35 Congress from this Commonwealth.


