
HOUSE No. 252

By Mr. Batal of Lawrence, petition of Michael J. Batal for legisla
tion to regulate further medical services rendered under the work
men’s compensation law. Labor and Industries.

Ci)c Commontoealtf) of epaosadbusetto

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An A ct f u r t h e r  r e g u l a t in g  m e d ic a l  s e r v ic e s  r e n 

d er ed  UNDER THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section thirty of chapter one hundred and fifty-
2 two of the General Laws (Tercentenary Edition), as
3 most recently amended by chapter one hundred and
4 sixty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
5 six, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
6 word “ selection”  in the tenth line, as last appearing
7 therein, the words: •— or where, in case of emergency
8 or for other justifiable cause a physician other than
9 the one provided by the insurer is called in to treat the

10 injured employee, —  and is hereby further amended
11 by substituting for the sentence appearing in the
12 twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth lines thereof which
13 reads “ Such approval shall be granted only if the de-
14 partment finds that such services were necessary and
15 the charges therefor were reasonable” , the following
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16 new sentence: —  Such approval shall be granted only
17 if the department finds that the employee was so
18 treated by such physician or that there was such
19 emergency or justifiable cause, and in all cases that
20 the services were adequate and reasonable and the
21 charges reasonable, —  so that said section as herein
22 amended shall read as follows: —  Section■ 30. During
23 the first two weeks after the injury, and, in unusual
24 cases or cases requiring specialized or surgical treat-
25 ment, in the discretion of the department, for a longer
26 period, the insurer shall furnish adequate and reason-
27 able medical and hospital services, and medicines if
28 needed, together with the expenses necessarily inci-
29 dental to such services. The employee may select a
30 physician other than the one provided by the insurer;
31 and in case he shall be treated by a physician of his
32 own selection, or where, in case of emergency or for
33 other justifiable cause a physician other than the one
34 provided by the insurer is called in to treat the in-
35 jured employee, the reasonable cost of the physician’s
36 services shall be paid by the insurer, subject to the
37 approval of the department. Such approval shall be
38 granted only if the department finds that the em-
39 ployee was so treated by such physician or that there
40 was such emergency or justifiable cause, and in all
41 cases that the services were adequate and reasonable
42 and the charges reasonable. In any case where the
43 department is of opinion that the fitting of the era-
44 ployee with an artificial eye or limb, or other mechan-
45 ical appliance will promote his restoration to or con-
46 tinue him in industry, it may order that he be provided
47 with such an artificial eye, limb or appliance, at the
48 expense of the insurer.


