
HOUSE No. 288

By Mr. Barrett of Gloucester, petition of Carlton W. Wonson (city 
solicitor of Gloucester) for an amendment of the charter of said city 
relative to vesting in the acting mayor the powers of the mayor in the 
event of the latter being absent by reason of service in the armed 
forces. Cities.

C&e Commontucaltf) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n A ct a m e n d i n g  t h e  c h a r t e r  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  Gl o u c e s 

t e r  BY VESTING THE ACTING M AYOR W ITH  ALL THE  

POWERS OF THE M AYOR SHOULD THE LATTER BE A W A Y  

IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section twenty-three of chapter six hundred and
2 eleven of the acts of nineteen hundred and eight,
3 entitled “ An Act to amend the charter of the City
4 of Gloucester,”  is hereby amended by adding at the
5 end of said section the following new sentence: —  In
6 the event the absence of the mayor or his inability
7 to perform the duties of his office is caused by the
8 fact that he is a member of the armed forces of the
9 United States during his term of office, whoever pos-

10 sesses the title of acting mayor shall be vested with
11 and possess all the powers of the mayor, —  so that



12 said section twenty-three, as amended, shall here-
13 after read as follows: —
14 Section 28. Upon the death, resignation or absence
15 of the mayor, or upon his inability to perform the
16 duties of his office, the president of the municipal
17 council shall perform them, and if he also is absent,
18 or unable from any cause to perform the said duties,
19 they shall be performed by such member of the mu-
20 nicipal council as it may from time to time elect,
21 until the mayor or president of the municipal council
22 is able to perform the said duties, or until the vacancy
23 is filled as hereinafter provided. The person upon
24 whom such duties devolve shall be called “ Acting
25 Mayor,”  and, except as otherwise provided in this
26 act, shall possess the powers of mayor, but only in
27 matters not admitting of delay. In the event the
28 absence of the mayor or his inability to perform the
29 duties of his office is caused by the fact that he is a
30 member of the armed forces of the United States dur-
31 ing his term of office, whoever possesses the title of
32 acting mayor shall be vested with and possess all the
33 powers of the mayor.
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