
HOUSE No. 412
By Mr. Scally of Boston, petition of Philip A. Chapman for leg

islation relative to reference of the amount of loss under standard 
forms of fire insurance policies. Insurance.

Ct)c CommontoealtI) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  t o  r e f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  a m o u n t  of

LOSS UNDER THE STANDARD FORM OF FIRE INSURANCE 

POLICY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section ninety-nine of chapter one hundred and
2 seventy-five of the General Laws, as most recently
3 amended by chapter ninety-five of the acts of nine-
4 teen hundred and thirty-four, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out from the standard form of
6 fire policy set forth therein the paragraph commencing
7 with the words “ In case of loss under this policy and
8 a failure of the parties to agree”  and inserting in
9 place thereof the following paragraph: —

10 In case of loss under this policy and a failure of the
11 parties to agree as to the amount of loss, it is mutually
12 agreed that the amount of such loss shall be referred
13 to three disinterested men, the company and the in-
14 sured each choosing one out of three persons to be
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15 named by the other, and the third being selected by the
16 two so chosen; provided however that if the claim of
17 loss is less than ten thousand dollars then the insured
18 may waive the reference and bring suit for the amount
19 of loss or damages; and it is further provided that in all
20 cases where there has been a reference then the in-
21 sured may proceed to recover on the policy for such
22 loss at law or in equity without requesting or waiving
23 a second or further reference; but no person shall be
24 chosen or act as a referee, against the objection of
25 either party, who has acted in a like capacity within
26 four months.


