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By Mr. Ponte of New Bedford (by request), petition of Fred. W. 
Steele that the Commissioner of Labor and Industries be authorized 
to suspend the six o ’clock law, so called, relating to the hours of em
ployment of women in the textile industry. Labor and Industries.

C b e  C o m m o n to e a ltt)  o f  ^ a s s a c ij u s c t t s

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A c t  a u t h o r iz in g  t h e  c o m m is s io n e r  o f  l a b o r  a n d

INDUSTRIES TO SUSPEND UNTIL APRIL FIRST, NINETEEN 

HUNDRED AND FORTY-FIVE, THE SIX O’CLOCK LAW, SO 

CALLED, RELATING TO THE HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT OF 

WOMEN IN THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY.
»

1 Whereas, The provisions of law sought to be ex-
2 tended by this act would, but for this act, shortly
3 cease to be effective, but the circumstances and con-
4 ditions which made advisable their enactment still
5 continue and it is accordingly desirable that said pro-
6 visions continue in effect without interruption; there-
7 fore this act is hereby declared to be an emergency
8 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the
9 public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section one of chapter three hundred and forty-
2 seven of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
3 three, as most recently amended by chapter one
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4 hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hun-
5 dred and forty-one, is hereby further amended by
6 striking out in the fifth line the word “ forty-three”
7 and inserting in place thereof the word: — forty-five,
8 — so as to read as follows: — Section 1. The com-
9 missioner of labor and industries is hereby authorized,

10 in conformity with Article X X  of Part the First of
11 the Constitution of the Commonwealth, to suspend,
12 until April first, nineteen hundred and forty-five, sub-
13 ject to such restrictions and conditions as the said
14 commissioner may prescribe, so much of section fifty-
15 nine of chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the
16 General Laws, as amended, as prohibits the employ-
17 ment of women in the manufacture of textile goods
18 after six o’clock in the evening; and, during the time
19 of such suspension, those parts of said section fifty-
20 nine which are so suspended shall be inoperative and
21 of no effect.


