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By Mr. Stetson of Middleborough, petition of Kendrick H. Wash
burn that special justices of district courts be permitted to dispense 
with the five day notice in connection with marriages. Legal Affairs.

Cbe Commontoealti) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act to permit special justices of district courts 
TO DISPENSE with the five day notice in connec
tion WITH MARRIAGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section thirty of chapter two hundred
2 and seven of the General Laws, as amended by sec-
3 tion one of chapter eleven of the acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred and thirty-seven, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out, in the eighth line, the words “ when
6 holding court” , —  so as to read as follows:— Section
7 30. Upon application by both of the parties to an
8 intended marriage, when both parties are residents of
9 the commonwealth or both parties are non-residents,

10 or upon application of the party residing within the
11 commonwealth when one of the parties is a resident
12 and the other a non-resident, a judge of probate or a
13 justice of a district court, or a special judge of probate
14 and insolvency or special justice of a district court,
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15 may, after hearing such evidence as is presented,
16 grant a certificate stating that in his opinion it is
17 expedient that the intended marriage be solemnized
18 without delay. Upon presentation of such a certifi-
19 cate, or, in extraordinary or emergency cases when the
20 death of either party is imminent, upon the authori-
21 tative request of a minister, clergyman, priest, rabbi
22 or attending physician, the clerk or registrar of the
23 town where the notice of intention has been filed shall
24 at once issue the certificate prescribed in section
25 twenty-eight.

1 Section 2. All marriages which have been solem-
2 nized within the commonwealth pursuant to waivers,
3 so called, of the five day notice of intention, granted
4 by special justices of district courts when not holding
5 court, are hereby validated and confirmed.


