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By Mr. Shattuck of Boston (by request), petition of Henry M. 
Landesman for legislation to provide a plan to reduce the annual 
incidence of contagious and infectious diseases of children. Public 
Health.

Cftc Commontoealtl) of e^assac&usetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act p r o v id in g  a  p l a n  to  r e d u c e  t h e  a n n u a l  in 

c id e n c e  OF CONTAGIOUS AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF 

CHILDREN.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred and eleven of
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after section ninety-one, as appearing in the Ter-
4 centenary Edition, the five following sections: —
5 Section 91 A. It shall be the duty of every parent
6 and guardian of a minor, whenever such minor is ill
7 with any one or more of the following diseases: —
8 sore throat, common cold, grippe, measles, chicken
9 pox, mumps, scarlet fever, whooping cough, chills or

10 fever, stiffness in neck, or rash on body, not to send
11 such child or allow it to go to school unless and until
12 it has been examined by a qualified physician or a
13 physician of the local district board of health, whose
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duty shall be thereupon to inform the parent or guard
ian that the condition of the child is either non-con
tagious or infectious, as the case may be.

Section 91B. The department of public health and 
the local boards of health of each political sub-divi
sion of the commonwealth shall respectively provide 
one or more physicians whose duty it shall be to visit 
children referred to in section ninety-one A for the 
purpose of making diagnosis as to the possibility or 
probability of the infection or contagion to other 
children if exposed to the sick child.

Section 91C. Every minor attending public or pri
vate school shall each morning, prior to entering the 
class room, be carefully inspected by a qualified phy
sician employed either by the city or town or by the 
local district board of health in order to discover in 
such minor any possible source of contagion or infec
tion which would be detrimental to the health of any 
of the other children.

Section 91D. Each teacher in each public or pri
vate school shall spend not less than five minutes in 
each school day in instructing the pupils under his 
charge in regard to covering mouths or noses while 
coughing or sneezing and as to the necessity of wear
ing proper clothing in cold or otherwise inclement 
weather and especially as to wearing rubbers in stormy 
or slushy weather.

Section 91E. Whoever violates any provisions of 
sections ninety-one A to ninety-one D, inclusive, shall 
be punished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars or 
by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for 
not more than one month, or both.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its 
passage.


