
HOUSE No. 724

By Mr. Markley of Springfield, petition of the Journeyman and 
Master Barbers of Massachusetts relative to prices charged for serv
ices performed in barber shops, schools and colleges. Public Health.

C lje  C o m m o n tu c a lti)  o f ^ a g g a c fju g e tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An A c t  r e l a t i v e  t o  p r i c e s  c h a r g e d  f o r  s e r v i c e s

PERFORMED IN BAR B E R  SHOPS, B A R B E R  SCHOOLS AND 

BARBER COLLEGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section eighty-seven K of chapter one hundred and
2 twelve of the General Laws, as amended by section
3 three of chapter three hundred and fourteen of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby
5 further amended by adding at the end thereof the
6 following: —
7 Whenever a petition for a minimum price schedule
8 for such services as are usually performed in barber
9 shops, barber schools and barber colleges shall have

10 been signed and submitted to the board bv a group
11 repiesenting at least seventy per cent of the operating
12 and licensed barbers of any city or town in the com-
13 monwealth, the board shall have the power to approve
14 such schedule and to declare and establish within such
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15 city or town, by official order, the minimum price
16 schedule for any and all work and services usually
17 performed in barber shops, barber schools and barber
18 colleges; provided, however, that any barber school
19 or barber college located in any city or town may give
20 free work to the public in order that the students may
21 have patrons on which to practice, and that any
22 barber school or barber college charging for service
23 or services must charge at least one third in the £
24 junior department and two thirds in the senior de-
25 partment of such agreed and approved minimum
26 price or prices for such service or services.
27 Each city or town shall be deemed a separate unit
28 or area for the purpose of this section, and no mini-
29 mum prices fixed for any one area shall be applicable
30 to any other area.
31 The board shall not approve any minimum price
32 agreement for any area except after first ascertain-
33 ing by investigation and proof that such price schedule
34 is just and sufficient to enable the owners and managers
35 of the said barber shops, barber schools and barber
36 colleges to furnish modern and healthful services and
37 appliances, so as to minimize the danger to the public
38 health incident to such work.
39 In determining reasonable minimum prices for a
40 particular area the board shall also take into con-
41 sideration the necessary cost incurred in maintaining
42 the business in a clean, healthful and sanitary con-
43 dition in such area.
44 The board, after making such investigation, shall |
45 have the power to determine as to what constitutes
46 a fair and just price schedule for any city or town and
47 shall fix, by official order, the minimum price for all
48 services usually performed in said district.
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49 If the board, after investigation, determines that
50 the minimum prices so fixed are insufficient to prop-
51 erly provide healthful services to the public, then the
52 board shall from time to time have the power to
53 refix the minimum prices for such services.
54 The board may decline to grant a barber’s license,
55 or may suspend or revoke such license if already
56 granted, upon due notice and opportunity of hearing
57 to the applicant, or licensee, when satisfied that any
58 such person has violated any order promulgated under
59 the provisions of this act.
60 If any clause, sentence, paragraph or part of this
61 section or any rule of the board adopted pursuant to
62 it shall, for any reason, be adjudged by any court of
63 competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment
64 shall not affect, impair or invalidate the remainder
65 thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the
66 clause, sentence, paragraph, or part thereof, directly
67 involved in the controversy in which such judgment
68 shall have been rendered.
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