
HOUSE No. 981

By Mr. Ramsdell of Winchester, petition of William E. Kane (mayor 
of Woburn) that the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission lie abol
ished and that all matters concerning alcoholic beverages be placed 
with local licensing authorities. Legal Affairs.

€be Commontoealtft of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  a b o l is h in g  t h e  a l c o h o l ic  b e v e r a g e s  c o m 

m issio n  AND LEAVING ALL MATTERS CONCERNING 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN THE HANDS OF THE LOCAL 

LICENSING AUTHORITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Se c t io n  1. Sections forty-three to forty-five,
2 inclusive, of chapter six of the General Laws, as
3 inserted by section two of chapter one hundred and
4 twenty of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
5 three are hereby repealed.

1 Se c t io n  2. Any provision of law requiring action
2 by the alcoholic beverages commission in existence
3 prior to the effective date of this act as a condition
4 precedent to the legality of any license to manu-
5 facture, sell, transport or keep alcoholic beverages
6 or of any act under such license is hereby abrogated.
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1 Section 3. Section fifty-three of chapter one
2 hundred and twenty of the acts of nineteen hundred
3 and thirty-three is hereby repealed.

1 Section 4. No person shall sell or expose or keep
2 for sale spirituous or intoxicating liquor or certain
3 non-intoxicating beverages except as authorized by
4 chapter one hundred and twenty of the acts of nineteen
5 hundred and thirty-three.

1 Section 5. Notwithstanding any provision of this
2 chapter, the licensing authority may refuse to issue
3 a license to a person whom it considers unfit to receive
4 the same or because it does not approve the location
5 or condition of the licensed premises.

1 Section 6. Within fourteen days after the local
2 licensing authority has notified a licensee of its action
3 suspending, cancelling, revoking or declaring forfeited
4 such license, any licensee aggrieved by the action of
5 the said licensing authority may file a petition in
6 equity in the superior court where the licensed premises
7 are located, praying that the action of the said licensing
8 authority may be reviewed by said court, and after
9 such notice to the licensing authority as the court

10 deems necessary, it shall review such action, hear
11 witnesses and shall affirm the decision of the licensing
12 authority, unless it shall appear that it was made
13 without proper cause or in bad faith, in which case the
14 action of the licensing authority shall be declared null
15 and void. The decision of the court shall be final
16 and conclusive upon the parties.


