
HOUSE No. 1029

By Mr. Jordan of Revere, petition of Peter J. Jordan for legislation 
to make certain changes in the laws relating to state aid, military aid, 
soldiers’ relief and certain war allowances. Military Affairs and Pub
lic Safety.

CJ)£ Commoittoealti) of e^assacfrusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act making certain changes in the laws relating

TO STATE AID, M ILITARY AID, SOLDIERS’ R ELIEF AND 

CERTAIN W AR ALLOW ANCES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-two of chapter six
2 of the General Laws, as amended by section one of
3 chapter three hundred and forty-one of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-six, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out, in the heading and in the
6 third line, the word “ state”  and inserting in place
7 thereof, in each instance, the word: — veterans, —-
8 so that the heading and section will read as follows: —-

9  COMMISSIONER OF VETERANS AID AND PENSIONS.

10 Section 22. There shall be an officer to be known
11 as the commissioner of veterans aid and pensions,
12 who shall be appointed by the governor, with the
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13 advice and consent of the council, for three years, at
14 such salary, not exceeding fifty-five hundred dollars,
15 as the governor and council shall determine. He
16 shall devote his whole time to the duties of his office.
17 He shall be state agent for the settlement of pension,
18 bounty, back pay, compensation and other claims of
19 citizens of the commonwealth against the government
20 of the United States, or of any state thereof, on ac-
21 count of military or naval service, and he shall assist
22 and advise war veterans, and their dependents, heirs
23 or legal representatives, with respect to the filing,
24 prosecution and settlement of such claims.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-four of said chapter
2 six, as amended by section one of chapter five hundred
3 and ninety-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 forty-one, is hereby further amended by striking out,
5 in the third line, the word “ state”  and inserting in
6 place thereof the word: —  veterans, — so as to read
7 as follows: —  Section 24- The governor, with the
8 advice and consent of the council, shall appoint a
9 deputy and a second deputy commissioner of veterans

10 aid and pensions for three years, who shall devote
11 their whole time to the duties of their offices. They
12 shall be subject to the direction and control of said
13 commissioner. The deputy commissioner, or in case
14 of a \ acancy in his office or in his absence or disability 
lo  the second deputy commissioner, shall perform the 
lb duties of said commissioner during his absence on 
17 account of disability or other cause.

1 Section 3. Section one of chapter one hundred
2 and fifteen of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
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4 out, in the third line, the paragraph defining “ Com-
5 missioner”  and inserting in place thereof the following
6 paragraph: —
7 “ Commissioner” , commissioner of veterans aid
8 and pensions.

1 Section 4. Section two A of said chapter one
2 hundred and fifteen, inserted by chapter one hundred
3 and thirteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 thirty-two, is hereby amended by adding at the end
5 the following new paragraph: —
6 The emploj^er of any applicant for aid shall upon
7 the request of the commissioner give information as
8 to the amount of moneys paid to the applicant at
9 any time during the applicant’s employment with 

10 such employer.

1 Section 5. Section six of said chapter one hundred
2 and fifteen, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 is hereby amended by striking out, in the forty-
4 eighth, forty-ninth and fiftieth lines, the words
5 “ having been appointed or having enlisted in such
6 service after February fifteenth, eighteen hundred
7 and ninety-eight and prior to July fourth, nineteen
8 hundred and tw o”  and inserting in place thereof the
9 words: — which for the purposes of this chapter shall

10 be defined as having begun on February fifteenth,
11 eighteen hundred and ninety-eight and having ended
12 on July fourth, nineteen hundred and two, — and
13 by striking out, in the fifty-third and fifty-fourth
14 lines, the words “ having been appointed or having
15 enlisted in such service between said dates,”  — so
16 that the fourth paragraph will read as follows: —
17 Invalid pensioners of the United States who served
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18 in the army or navy of the United States to the credit
19 of this commonwealth in or during the period of the
20 war with Spain, which for the purposes of this chapter
21 shall be defined as having begun on February fifteenth,
22 eighteen hundred and ninety-eight and having ended
23 on July fourth, nineteen hundred and two; or who
24 served in the regular army or navy of the United
25 States during said war or in the army, navy or marine
26 corps of the United States in or during the period of
27 the Philippine Insurrection or the China Relief Ex-
28 pedition, while a citizen of this commonwealth, hav-
29 ing a residence and actually residing therein:

1 Section 6. Said section six of said chapter one
2 hundred and fifteen, as so appearing, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after the word “ war” in the
4 sixty-seventh line the words: —  to the credit of this
5 commonwealth, —  so that the sixth paragraph will
6 read as follows: — Any soldier, sailor or nurse who
7 served in the army or navy of the United States in
8 the world war to the credit of this commonwealth,
9 which for the purposes of this chapter shall be defined

10 as having begun on February third, nineteen hundred
11 and seventeen, and as having ended on November
12 eleventh, nineteen hundred and eighteen; provided,
13 that such soldier, sailor or nurse receives a pension or
14 compensation from the United States for disability 
o m aim 'd m such service, and was mustered into such 
6 service while an inhabitant of a town in the common-

17 wealth and actually residing therein.

1
2
3

SECTION 7. Said section six of said chapter one 
midied and fifteen, as so appearing, is hereby further 

amended by striking out, in the on e  hundred and
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4 twenty-sixth to the one hundred and twenty-ninth
5 lines, the words “ if such parents had been in receipt
6 of state war allowance under chapter one hundred
7 and eight of the General Acts of nineteen hundred
8 and eighteen between February third, nineteen
9 hundred and seventeen, and November eleventh,

10 nineteen hundred and eighteen”  and inserting in
11 place thereof the words: — or after honorable dis-
12 charge therefrom, —  so that the sixteenth paragraph
13 will read as follows: —  Fathers or mothers, the
14 fathers being alive, of soldiers or sailors who served
15 in the world war, in the same manner and under' the
16 same limitations described herein for the service of
17 said soldiers or sailors, and wdio died in such service,
18 or after honorable discharge therefrom. No aid
19 shall be granted to persons in this class unless in each
20 case the aldermen, selectmen, or, in Boston, the
21 soldiers’ relief commissioner, are satisfied, on evidence
22 first reported to the commissioner and satisfactory to
23 him, that justice and necessity require a continuance
24 of the aid to prevent actual suffering.

1 Section 8. Section nine of said chapter one hun-
2 dred and fifteen, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out all after the word “ month” in the
4 eighth line.

1 Section 9. Section ten of said chapter one hun-
2 dred and fifteen, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by striking out, in the eighth line, the words “ shall
4 be poor and indigent” , —  and by striking out the
5 comma in the ninth line and inserting in place thereof
6 the words: —  shall be, — so that the second para-
7 graph will read as follows: — First Class, Each person
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8 of the first class shall have his settlement in the town
9 aiding him; shall have served as a soldier, sailoi or

10 nurse in the manner and under the limitations pre-
11 scribed in the first class of section six; shall have been
12 honorably discharged or released from active duty
13 in such United States service and from all appoint-
14 ments and enlistments therein; and, by reason of
15 sickness or other physical disability shall be in such
16 need as would entitle him to relief under chapter one
17 hundred and seventeen; shall not be, directly or
18 indirectly, in receipt of any other state or military
19 aid, or of any pension for services rendered or dis-
20 abilities incurred either in the civil or Spanish wars,
21 Indian wars or campaigns, the Philippine Insurrection,
22 the China Relief Expedition, Mexican border service
23 or world war service as defined in section six. The
24 disability must have arisen from causes independent
25 of his military or naval service aforesaid.

1 Section 10. Section nineteen of said chapter one
2 hundred and fifteen, as most recently amended by
3 section two of chapter three hundred and sixteen of
4 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is
5 hereby further amended by striking out, in the nine-
6 teenth line, the word “ dependent”  and inserting in
7 place thereof the word: —  needy, —  so as to read as
8 follows. Section 19. The mayor of each city and
9 the selectmen of each town or, in Boston, the soldiers’

10 relief commissioner, shall designate a burial agent,
11 who shall not be one of the board of public welfare or
12 be employed by said board, and who shall, under
13 regulations established by the commissioner, cause
14 properly to be interred the body of any honorably
15 discharged soldier or sailor who served in the army or
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16 navy of the United States during the war of the
17 rebellion, or in the Indian campaigns if he died in
18 receipt of a pension from the United States, or during
19 the war between the United States and Spain or the
20 Philippine Insurrection after February fourteenth,
21 eighteen hundred and ninety-eight and prior to July
22 fourth, nineteen hundred and two, or in the Mexican
23 border service of nineteen hundred and sixteen and
24 of nineteen hundred and seventeen, or in the world
25 war; provided, that the soldier or sailor died in such
26 service or after an honorable discharge therefrom or
27 release from active duty therein; and shall also so
28 inter the body of his wife, widow or needy father or
29 mother, and the bodies of army nurses entitled to
30 stMe aid under section six, if they die without suffi-
31 cient means to defray funeral expenses, and the
32 bodies of dependent children eighteen years of age or
33 under, of such soldier or sailor, if such soldier or sailor
34 and his wife, or his widow, be without sufficient means
35 to defray funeral expenses, but no wife or widow of
36 any soldier or sailor of the civil war shall be entitled
37 to the benefits of this section unless she was married
38 to him prior to June twenty-seventh, nineteen hundred
39 and five, and no wife or widow of any soldier of the
40 Indian campaigns unless she was married to him
41 prior to March fourth, nineteen hundred and seven-
42 teen, and unless she was, if his widow, in receipt of a
43 pension under the act of congress of March fourth,
44 nineteen, hundred and seventeen, and no wife or widow
45 of any soldier or sailor of the Spanish war, or the
46 Philippine Insurrection, unless she was married to
47 him. prior to September first, nineteen hundred and
48 thirty; and no wife or widow of any soldier or sailor
49 of the Mexican border service or of the world war
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50 unless she was married to him on or before January
51 first, nineteen hundred and thirty-three. If an intei-
52 rnent has taken place without the knowledge of the
53 burial agent, application may be made to him within
54 thirty days after the date of death, or after final
55 interment if the soldier or sailor dies in the world war
56 service; and if upon investigation he shall find that
57 the deceased was within the provisions of this section
58 and the rules of the commissioner, he may certify
59 the same as provided in the following section.

1 Section 11. Said chapter one hundred and fifteen
2 is hereby further amended by striking out section
3 twenty, as most recently amended by section two of
4 chapter three hundred and thirty-six of the acts of
5 nineteen hundred and thirty-four, and inserting in
6 place thereof the following: —
7 Section 20. The amount of the allowance for a
8 burial as aforesaid, in the case of a soldier, sailor,
9 wife, widow, needy father or mother or army nurse,

10 shall not exceed one hundred dollars, and in the case
11 of a dependent child, fifty dollars up to the age of
12 thirteen, and one hundred dollars from the age of
13 thirteen up to the age of eighteen; but if the total
14 expense of the burial, by whomsoever incurred, in
15 the case of a soldier, sailor, wife, widow, needy father
16 or mother or army nurse, shall exceed two hundred 
1/ and fifty dollars, or in the case of a child up to the 
IS age of thirteen, one hundred and fifty dollars, from
19 the age of thirteen up to the age of eighteen two
20 hundred and fifty dollars, no payment therefor shall
21 be made by the commonwealth. The burial shall
22 not be made in any cemetery or burial ground used
23 exclusively for the burial of persons buried under the
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¿4 pi o\ isions of chapter one hundred and seventeen,
25 or in any part of any cemetery or burial ground so
26 used. Relatives of the deceased who are unable to
27 bear the expense of burial may be allowed to conduct
28 the funeral. The full amount so expended, the name of
29 the deceased soldier or sailor, the regiment, company,
30 station, organization or vessel in which he served, the
31 date of death, place of interment, and in case of a
32 wife or widow the name of the husband and date of
33 marriage, and in the case of a dependent child the
34 name of the father, and such other details as the com-
35 missioner may require, shall be certified on oath to
36 him, in such manner as he may approve, by the burial
37 agent and the treasurer of the town expending the
38 amount, within three months after the burial; and
39 the commissioner shall endorse upon the certificate
40 his allowance of such amounts as he finds have been
41 paid, and reported according to the foregoing provi-
42 sions, and shall transmit the certificate to the comp-
43 troller. The amounts legally paid and so allowed,
44 with no expense for disbursement, shall be reimbursed
45 by the commonwealth to the several towns on or
46 before November tenth in the year after the expendi-
47 tures have been made.

1 Section 12. Section twenty-one of said chapter
2 one hundred and fifteen, as appearing in the Tercente-
3 nary Edition, is hereby amended by striking out,
4 in the second line, the word “ indigent”  and inserting
5 in place thereof the word: — needy, — so as to read
6 as follows: —  Section 21. The provisions of the two
7 preceding sections relative to burial of needy soldiers
8 or sailors and their dependents and of section seven-
9 teen relative to soldiers’ relief shall not apply to any
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10 person who at the time of entering the federal service
11 during the world war was a subject or citizen of a
12 neutral country who had filed his intention to become
13 a citizen of the United States and who afterward
14 withdrew such intention under the act of congress
15 approved July ninth, nineteen hundred and eighteen,
16 nor to any person designated upon his discharge as
17 a conscientious objector.

1 Section 13. Section one of chapter one hundred
2 and sixteen of the General Laws, as so appearing, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the thirty-third
4 line, the word “ the”  the second time it occurs and
5 inserting in place thereof the word: —  any, — so
6 that clause Fifth will read as follows: —  Fifth, A
7 person who enlisted and was mustered into the military
8 or naval service of the United States, as a part of the
9 quota of a town in the commonwealth under any

10 call of the president of the United States during the
11 war of the rebellion or any war between the United
12 States and any foreign power, or who was assigned
13 as a part of the quota thereof after having enlisted
14 and been mustered into said service, and his wife or
15 widow and minor children, shall be deemed thereby
16 to have acquired a settlement in such town; and any
17 person who would otherwise be entitled to a settle-
18 ment under this clause, but who was not a part of
19 the quota of any town, shall, if he served as a part of
20 the quota of the commonwealth, be deemed to have
21 acquired a settlement, for himself, his wife or widow
22 and minor children, in the place where he actually
23 resided at the time of his enlistment. Any person
24 who was inducted into the military or naval forces of
25 the United States under any federal selective service
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26 act, or who enlisted in said forces in time of war
27 between the United States and any foreign power,
28 whether he served as a part of the quota of the com-
29 monwealth or not, or who enlisted and served in said
30 forces during the Philippine insurrection, and his
31 wife or widow and minor children shall be deemed to
32 have acquired a settlement in the place where he
33 actually resided in this commonwealth at the time
34 of his induction or enlistment. But these provisions
35 shall not apply to any person who enlisted and received
36 a bounty for such enlistment in more than one place
37 unless the second enlistment was made after an
38 honorable discharge from the first term of service,
39 nor to any person who has been proved guilty of
40 wilful desertion, or who left the service otherwise
41 than by reason of disability or an honorable discharge.

1 Section 14. Section five of said chapter one hun-
2 dred and sixteen, as so appearing, is hereby amended
3 by inserting after the wTord “ remarries” in the twenty-
4 first line the following: —  , minor children, —  so as
5 to read as follows: —  Section 5. Except as other-
6 wise provided in this section, each settlement existing
7 on August twelfth, nineteen hundred and eleven, shall
8 continue in force until defeated under this chapter,
9 but from and after said date failure for five consecutive

10 years by a person, after reaching twenty-one years of
11 age, to reside in a town where he had a settlement,
12 shall defeat a settlement acquired under clause First
13 of section one, or a settlement of a woman acquired
14 under clause Second of said section one provided the
15 settlement of her husband is defeated. The settlement
16 of a minor acquired under either clause Third or
17 Fourth of section one, except the settlement of a
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18 female minor who has married, shall be defeated with
19 the settlement of the parents. The time during which
20 a person shall be an inmate of any infirmary, jail,
21 prison, or other public or state institution, within the
22 commonwealth or in any manner under its care and
23 direction, or that of an officer thereof, or of a soldiers’
24 or sailors’ home whether within or without the com-
25 monwealth, shall not be counted in computing the
26 time either for acquiring'or defeating a settlement,
27 except as provided in section two. The settlement
28 existing on August twelfth, nineteen hundred and
29 sixteen, or any settlement subsequently acquired,
30 of a person whose service in or with the army, navy,
31 or marine corps of the United States qualifies him to
32 receive aid or relief under the provisions of chapter
33 one hundred and fifteen, and the settlement of his
34 wife, widow until she remarries, minor children,
35 father or mother, qualified by his service to receive
36 relief under said chapter one hundred and fifteen,
37 shall not be defeated, except by failure to reside in
38 the commonwealth for five consecutive years or by
39 the acquisition of a new settlement.

1 Section 15. Section one of chapter eleven of the
2 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-two is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “ service” in
4 the sixteenth line the words: —  to the credit of the
5 commonwealth, —  and by inserting after the word
6 “ sister” in the twenty-second line the words: —
7 under eighteen years of age, —  so as to read as
8 follows: — Section 1. Any city or town, acting by
9 the officers authorized by law to furnish state and

10 military aid, may, during the continuance of the
11 existing state of war between the United States and
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12 any foreign country and for six months thereafter,
13 provide a war allowance for the dependent relatives
14 of any soldier or sailor, which terms, for the purposes
15 of this act, are hereby defined as in section one of
16 chapter one hundred and fifteen of the General Laws,
17 in the military or naval service of the United States
18 during said state of war which, for the purposes of this
19 act, shall be deemed to have begun on September
20 sixteenth, nineteen hundred and forty; provided,
21 that on said September sixteenth or, if after said date
22 said soldier or sailor entered said service or was recalled
23 thereto or was continued therein after the expiration
24 of a prior enlistment, at the time of his entry into or
25 recall to or continuance in said service to the credit
26 of the commonwealth, said soldier or sailor was a
27 resident of this commonwealth and had been a resident
28 thereof for not less than one year. The dependent
29 relatives of such a soldier or sailor who are eligible to
30 receive such aid shall be the wife, children under
31 eighteen years of age, or any child dependent by
32 reason of physical or mental incapacity, or a brother
33 or sister under eighteen. years of age, or a dependent
34 parent, or any person who stood in the relationship
35 of a parent to such soldier or sailor for five years
36 prior to said September sixteenth or, if after said date
37 said soldier or sailor entered said service or was recalled
38 thereto or was continued therein after the expiration
39 of a prior enlistment, for five years prior to his entry
40 into, recall to or continuance in said service. The
41 allowance authorized by this section shall cease on the
42 termination of the service by death or discharge.

1 Section 16. Said chapter eleven is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section two and inserting
3 in place thereof the following: —
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4 Section 2. Any person in the military or naval
5 service of the United States, whose dependents are
6 entitled to war allowance under section one, and who
7 is honorably discharged from said service, shall be
8 eligible to receive state or military aid and soldiers’
9 relief under the provisions of said chapter one hundred

10 and fifteen relating to world war service, so far as
11 applicable. If any such person shall die in said
12 service during said state of war, or shall die after an
13 honorable discharge from said service, a needy parent,
14 his mother, if a widow, his widow and his children,
15 up to the age of eighteen, or any child dependent by
16 reason of physical or mental incapacity, provided
17 that the children were in being prior to his discharge, 
IS or prior to the termination of said state of war, or
19 any person who stood to him in the relationship of a
20 parent for five years prior to said September sixteenth
21 or, if after said date said soldier or sailor entered
22 said service or was recalled thereto or was continued
23 therein after the expiration of a prior enlistment, for
24 five years prior to his entry into, recall to or continu- 
‘ °  a nee in said service, shall be entitled to the benefit 
2b of state aid and soldiers’ relief in accordance with the
Z  provmons of said chaPter one hundred and fifteen

10 ating to world war service, so far as applicable.

I Sect,°» 17. When used in any statute, ordinance,
3 2'“ ’ ' l!'e OT "W-Mon the phrase “ commissioner
4 1 1  * " * " » "  «  words connoting
.  £  : ^ r , mean thC veteran!






