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By Mr. Ramsdell of Winchester, petition of Marshall R. Pihl for 
legislation to prevent opening decrees foreclosing tax titles for any 
reason after six months. Taxation.

Cöe Commontoealtb of gassaci)«setts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  r e l a t iv e  to  l e g is l a t io n  to  p r e v e n t  o p e n in g

DECREES FORECLOSING TAX TITLES FOR ANY REASON 

AFTER SIX MONTHS.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section sixty-nine of chapter sixty of the General
2 Laws, as last amended by section four of chapter
3 two hundred and twenty-four of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-five, is hereby amended by adding
5 at the end thereof the following new sentences: —
6 At any time before the expiration of six months from
7 the entry of such decree, any party aggrieved by
8 such decree who files an affidavit in court stating that
9 he has not received notice of the proceedings by

10 registered mail, or that any signature of his appearing
11 on any receipt for registered mail filed with the papers
12 in the case is neither his signature nor signed by one
13 having authority so to do, and also stating that in
14 no other way did he receive actual notice, or have
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15 knowledge, of the pendency of the proceedings within 
1G the time allowed for filing an appearance and answer,
17 may file a petition for review. Such decree may not
18 otherwise be opened for any reason, nor by any pro-
19 ceeding at law or in equity for reversing judgments or
20 decrees, — so as to read as follows: — Section 69.

21 If a default is entered under section sixty-seven,
22 or if redemption is not made within the time and
23 upon the terms fixed by the court under the preceding
24 section, or if at the time fixed for the hearing the per-
25 son claiming the right to redeem does not appear to
26 urge his claim, or if upon hearing the court deter-
27 mines that the facts shown do not entitle him to re-
28 deem, a decree shall be entered which shall forever
29 bar all rights of redemption. At any time before the
30 expiration of six months from the entry of such
31 decree, any party aggrieved by such decree who files
32 an affidavit in court stating that he has not received
33 notice of the proceedings by registered mail, or that
34 any signature of his appearing on any receipt for
35 registered mail filed with the papers in the case is
36 neither his signature nor signed by one having author-
37 ity so to do, and also stating that in no other way did
38 he receive actual notice, or have knowledge, of the
39 pendency of the proceedings within the time allowed
40 for filing an appearance and answer, may file a pe-
41 tition for review. Such decree shall not otherwise
42 be opened for any reason, nor by any proceeding at
43 law or in equity for reversing judgments or decrees.


