
HOUSE .... No. 1288

Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Gallup of Cambridge,
for the Bill to provide a penalty for defrauding hotels, innholders and
boarding house keepers (House, No. 309). February 3.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three

An Act relative to the offense of fraudulently

PROCURING FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT OR ACCOMMODATION

FROM HOTELS, INNS, COMMON VICTUALLERS, LODGING

HOUSES OR BOARDING HOUSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and forty of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section twelve, as
3 most recently amended by chapter ninety-two of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, and insert-
-5 ing in place thereof the following:
6 Section 12. Whoever puts up at a hotel, inn,
7 lodging house or boarding house and, without having
8 an express agreement for credit, procures food, enter-
-9 tainment or accommodation without paying therefor,

10 and with intent to cheat or defraud the owner or
11 keeper thereof; or, with such intent, obtains credit at
12 a hotel, inn, lodging house or boarding house for such
13 food, entertainment or accommodation bv means of
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14 any false show of baggage or effects brought thereto
15 or, with such intent, removes or causes to be removed
16 any baggage or effects from a hotel, inn, lodging house
17 or boarding house while a lien exists thereon for the
18 proper charges due from him for fare and board fur-
-19 nished therein, shall be punished by a fine of not more
20 than two hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not

rore than one year; and whoever, without having ar
xpress agreement for credit, procures food or bever-

23 age from a common victualler without paying there-
-24 for and with intent to cheat or defraud shall be pun-
-25 ished by a fine of not more than fifty dollars or by
26 imprisonment for not more than three months. The
27 words “lodging house”, as used herein, shall mean a
28 lodging house as defined in section twenty-two.
29 Proof that such food, entertainment, accommoda-
-30 tion or beverage, or credit for the same, was obtained
31 by a false show of baggage or effects, or that such
32 baggage or effects were removed from any such place
33 by any person while such a lien existed thereon without
34 an express agreement permitting such removal, or, if
35 there was not an express agreement for credit, that
36 payment for such food, entertainment, accommoda-
-37 tion or beverage was refused upon demand, shall be
38 presumptive evidence of the intent to cheat or de-
-39 fraud referred to herein.


