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To the General Court of Massachusetts
The Special Commission on Primaries and Election Laws,

created under the provisions of chapter 74 of the Resolves
of 1941, submits the following interim report.

INTERIM REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMIS
SION ON PRIMARIES AND ELECTION LAWS.

Chapter 74

Resolve providing for an Investigation by a Special Commission
of the Laws relating to Primaries and Elections, with a
View to Their Revision and Improvement, the Publication of
Reports of Election Cases, and Related Matters.

Resolved, That a special unpaid commission, to consist of one mem-
ber of the senate to be designated by the president thereof, three mem-
bers of the house of representatives to be designated by the speaker
thereof, and three persons to be appointed by the governor, with the
advice and consent of the council, is hereby established for the purpose
of inquiring into the laws of the commonwealth relating to primaries
and elections, with a view to revising and perfecting the same, including
the subject matter of current senate document numbered three hundred
and eighty-one relative to the identification of voters and the form of the
general register, and of current house document numbered seven hun-
dred and twenty relative to a state wide verification of voting lists.
Said commission shall also cause to be prepared and published an edi-
tion of the reports of such contested elections of the general court from
the year nineteen hundred and twenty-two to the year nineteen hundred
and forty-one, inclusive, as may be of value as precedents, with a suit-
able index thereto. The commission shall be provided with quarters in
the state house, may hold hearings therein and elsewhere, and shall be
entitled to receive the assistance of the state secretary and all other pub-
lic officers. The commission may summon and examine witnesses and
require by subpoena the production of books and papers, and may ex-
pend for clerical and other assistance such sums, not exceeding, in the
aggregate, fifteen hundred dollars, as may be appropriated therefor.
The payment by said commission of compensation for services rendered
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to it in the preparation and publication of an edition of contested elec-
tion cases, as provided by this resolve, shall not be subject to section
twenty-one of chapter thirty of the GeneralLaws. Said commission shall
report to the general court the results of its investigation, and its recom-
mendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry
its recommendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
house of representatives not later than the first Wednesday in Decem-
ber in the year nineteen hundred and forty-two.

In accordance with the terms of the Resolve, the Hon.
Jarvis Hunt, President of the Senate, on November 24,
1941, appointed Senator Charles W. Olson of Ashland;
the Hon. Christian A. Herter, Speaker of the House of
Representatives, on November 26, 1941, named Repre-
sentatives Russell P. Brown of Beverly, Ralph Lerche of
Northampton, and Edward A. McCarthy of Chelsea; and
His Excellency the Governor, on December 10, 1941, ap-
pointed Arthur J. Shinners, town clerk of Brookline, George
J. Leary of Boston, former member of the House of Repre-
sentatives, and Raymond H. Greenlaw, city clerk of Mel-
rose, as members of the Commission.

On January 6, 1942, the Commission met for the purposes
of organization. Senator Olson was elected chairman, Rep-
resentative Brown, vice chairman, and Edgar M. Mills of
Westwood, secretary.

Once organized, the Commission immediately began its
work. Numerous executive sessions were conducted and
are still being held. Public hearings w Tere held. To execu-
tive sessions various persons interested in revision and
improvement of the election laws were invited.

Each session held tended to emphasize the importance
and magnitude of the task placed before the Commission
by the General Court.

Cognizant of the fact that no serious attempt had been
made since 1913 to revise the election laws in a comprehen-
sive manner, the Commission early arrived at the conclu-
sion that a thorough study of the election laws was necessary.

From this investigation have emerged numerous recom-
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mendations for correctional changes in the laws, as well as
measures designed to bring these laws into line with existing
political conditions.

Since the last comprehensive revision of the election laws
as such in 1913 many statutes affecting directly and indi-
rectly the election laws have been adopted by the General
Court.

Among the many such statutes are abolition of the con-
vention system of nominating candidates for office and the
adoption of the direct primary; granting of suffrage to
women; the change from annual to biennial state elections;
the listing of persons twenty years of age and over by the
registrars of voters instead of by the assessors; adoption of
the limited form of town meeting government; establish-
ment of election commissioners in cities; changes in the
laws affecting creation of new political parties; changes in
the statutes permitting use of voting machines, now rapidly
increasing; the so-called lodging house act, and the plans
A to E, inclusive, of city charters.

In countless instances involving such statutes no serious
attempts were made to amend the other provisions in the
election laws which were affected. As a result, many con-
flicting provisions have necessitated interpretations by local
officials or the courts to determine the intent of the Legis-
lature.

So complicated and important was the task of the Com-
mission that the members voted to establish a sub-commit-
tee to make a careful and exhaustive study of the existing
laws with a view toward recommending necessary cor-
rectional changes.

To this committee Senator Olson appointed Representa-
tive McCarthy, Mr. Shinners and Mr. Greenlaw. They
undertook a study of chapters 39, 41, 50, 51, 52, 53 and 54,
an investigation which is still continuing.

More recently, at the suggestion of this committee, a
second sub-committee was established to investigate the
corrupt practices statutes, chapters 55 and 56, to seek ways
to improve the laws regulating expenditures of candidates
and political committees for campaign purposes, establish-
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ment of political committees, and the like. This sub-com-
mittee is composed of Senator Olson, Representative Brown
and Mr. Leary.

The sub-committee appointed to propose correctional
changes held numerous meetings in its chapter by chapter
examination of the election laws. From time to time it
recommended various changes in the laws to the Com-
mission. Most of these proposals were approved and are
included in the recommendations submitted to the Legis-
lature in this report. This sub-committee will present
further proposals at a later date.

The other sub-committee is now in the midst of its study
of the corrupt, practices statutes.

Recommendations of the latter sub-committee will be
presented at a later date for the approval of the Legislature.

Both sub-committees and the full Commission are deeply
appreciative of the help extended by the Office of the Secre-
tary of State in their studies. Without the expert assistance
thus provided the Commission’s work would have been far
more difficult.

Before presenting this report, the Commission received
numerous communications from various organizations in-
terested in improvement of the election laws. These organi-
zations included, among others, the Massachusetts Civic
League, the Massachusetts League of Women Voters, the
Massachusetts Association of Registrars of Voters and
Election Commissioners, the Massachusetts City Clerks
Association and the Massachusetts Town Clerks Associa-
tions, as well as the Republican State Committee and the
Democratic State Committee.

In addition various members of the Legislature, State
and local officials presented proposals to the Commission,
each of which was given careful consideration.

The following list contains a few of the many proposals
submitted to the Commission:

Compilation of a new section of the election laws, covering
all phases of voting machine requirements, to prepare the
way for eventual general adoption of voting machines.

Passage of legislation to compel communities of a specified
size to use voting machines.
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Appointment of a traveling commission to register men
in the armed services at army and navy reservations within
the State and authorization of commissioned officers in
camps outside Massachusetts to register Massachusetts
citizens as voters.

Establishment of primary days on an early date to allow
sufficient time between primaries and elections for absentee
voting by men in the armed services who are far from home.

Complete revision of the election laws.
Holding of elections on Sundays.
Complete rewriting of the laws regulating expenditures

of candidates and political committees for campaign pur-
poses.

General tightening of the January 1 listing procedure.
Revamping of the so-called lodging house act to close

loopholes.
Tightening up of the initiative petition procedure.
Separation of laws on caucuses and primaries.
Simplification of the Plan E ballot counting procedure.
Standardization of closing the polls to eliminate the situ-

ation in which some communities allow those in line within
a precinct polling place at closing time to vote, while in
other communities only those inside the guard rail are
permitted to cast ballots.

Emergency War Legislation.

Shortly after the Commission was established by the
Legislature, the United States was thrown into war by the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

Tens of thousands of Massachusetts men in the armed
forces are now fighting or training to fight in this resulting
global war, creating vast problems relating to voting.

Early in its deliberations the Commission recognized the
extreme importance of providing adequate protection for
the voting rights of those in the armed services.

Numerous persons who appeared before the Commission
stressed the necessity for such safeguards.

As the result of its study of the attendant problems, the
Commission considers itself obligated to press for election
law revisions to protect the voting rights of these men who
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are fighting to preserve our freedom, including the right to
vote in a democracy. To fail to do everything possible to
facilitate their participation in elections would tend to
weaken the very system for which they are fighting.

In order that the usual functions of government may be
conducted efficiently under war-time conditions, and ac-
cording to the will of the majority of the people, the Com-
mission believes that men and women in the armed services
should be given the fullest opportunity to register and vote
in national, state and municipal elections.

Although the absentee voting privileges cannot be exer-
cised at primaries under our statutes, it can be made practi-
cal for those in the armed forces to vote at national, state
and municipal elections by absentee ballot. The recent
State election on November 3, at which only a few service
men and women voted by absentee ballot, constitutes sub-
stantial proof, in the opinion of the Commission, that the
present system is not adequate to meet war conditions.

In addition, the last Congress of the United States passed
an act, chapter 561 of the 77th Congress, 2nd Section, re-
quiring States to make it possible for men in the armed serv-
ices to vote at elections for candidates for Electors of
President and Vice President, United States Senator and
Representative in Congress, even if they were not registered
voters.

The Commission believes the 78th Congress may extend
the Federal act in several respects, making it feasible for
men and women in the services to vote at state and mu-
nicipal elections for other officers.

With these thoughts in mind the Commission recommends
passage of legislation affecting the voting and registration
privileges of those in the armed forces.

Under the proposed legislation men in the armed forces
twenty years of age and over would be exempt from pay-
ment of a poll tax; men and women in the armed services
would be permitted to vote by absentee ballot without being
required to apply personally for such a ballot; such citizens
could be registered as voters without personally appearing
before the registrar of voters in his home community; names
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of registered voters in the armed services would be retained
on the voting lists in their home community for the dura-
tion of the war, and on voting lists the names of persons in
the armed services would be prominently marked for the
purpose of preventing fraudulent voting on such names.
The proposed legislation would be in effect for the duration
of the war.

Explanation of the proposed emergency war legislation
follows:

Poll Tax Exemption.

During World War No. 1 men in the armed forces were
exempt from payment of a poll tax. Similar action should
be undertaken now, the Commission believes.

The existing statutes require payment of a poll tax by
every male twenty years of age or over. Although some
state officials have suggested a policy whereby poll taxes
assessed on men in the armed services may be abated, this
system is not operating efficiently or to the best interests of
those in the armed forces.

The present law relative to assessment and payment of
poll taxes is seriously handicapping registrars of voters in
carrying out their obligation to obtain the names of, and
other information pertaining to, men in the armed services.

Families of such men are reluctant to include their names
in the annual listing because of the poll tax provisions.
Therefore the names of these men are dropped from the
voting lists. Thus the men are deprived of their voting
privileges for the duration of the war, unless they are able
later to appear personally to re-register as voters.

To remedy this situation, the Commission urges passage
of the recommended legislation (Appendix A) exempting
men in the armed forces from payment of poll taxes for the
duration of the war.

Unless such legislation is adopted many of those in the
armed services will continue to be billed for poll taxes, to
receive demands for payment, and to have process served
on them by constables. This situation creates an attitude
of hostility on the part of service men and their families.

Direct action specifically to exempt men in the armed
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forces from payment of a poll tax for the duration of the
war, properly publicized so that it would become generally
known among the people at large, would assist local officials
immeasurably in their efforts to protect the residence rec-
ords and voting rights of those on the battlefronts.

Registration Provisions
It is the opinion of the full Commission that action should

be taken to enable persons in the armed services, who have
no opportunity to register as voters according to existing
statutes, to vote in national, state and local elections.

Congress has already enacted legislation making it man-
datory that such persons be given the right to vote for
Electors of President and Vice President of the United
States, United States Senators and Representatives in Con-
gress by means of official war ballots. This act further pro-
vides that, in case the Legislature of a State authorizes it,
such a ballot may provide for voting for candidates for state,
county and other local offices.

While the purpose of the Federal act is commendable,
there is some question, in various quarters, as to its con-
stitutionality on the ground that it is the sole right of the
States to prescribe the qualifications for voting.

In addition, the Federal statute does not provide the
same safeguards for determining qualifications for voting
which are contained in the act proposed by the Commission
(Appendix A). Nor does the Federal act conform to local
regulations regarding participation in elections.

The election procedure in each State is peculiar to itself,
and whatever method is established to facilitate voting
by those in the armed services should harmonize, as nearly
as possible, with existing methods.

Furthermore, it is apparent that, in order to give full
effect to the intent of the congressional act, that is, to make
it possible for those in military service to vote for state,
county and local as well as national officers, the Legislature
must take further action.

It should be borne in mind that a substantial proportion
of those now engaged in military service were under twenty-
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one years of age at the time of their enlistment or induction,
and have never been able to register as voters. Upon
reaching their majority, it is quite natural, and most salu-
tary, that they should be permitted to exercise their right
of franchise.

Likewise, many other members of the armed forces have
lost their rights as voters because their names were not in-
cluded in the annual listing of persons twenty years of age
and over.

Present registration restrictions make it virtually impos-
sible for a man or woman in the armed services who is not
registered to qualify as a voter.

Under existing laws, the service man or woman seeking to
register as a voter must appear in person before the regis-
trar of voters of the city or town where the right to vote is
claimed, either at sessions held for the purpose of registra-
tion, or, in the case of a service man or woman, following
the close of registration, and, except for a period of three
days prior to the date of an election, before the city clerk
or town clerk during regular business hours.

The act proposed by the Commission would allow certain
persons to make application on behalf of a person in the
armed forces for registration as a voter.

The person making the application would be required to
appear before the registrars and state, under oath, the facts
required to prove that the person in the armed service pos-
sesses the required qualifications of a voter, except that re-
garding ability to read the Constitution in English.

The latter requirement could be satisfied by requiring
the person thus qualified for voting to read five lines of the
Constitution which would be printed on the envelope in
which he enclosed his ballot. His reading ability would be
certified by the military or naval officer before whom he
makes his affidavit.

The Commission is of the opinion that the proposed
legislation, to be operative only for the duration of the
war, would be a feasible method of qualifying for voting
men and women in the armed services.

Its adoption would be of material benefit in sustaining
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the morale of our fighting forces. It would demonstrate
to them that the government of their own State is doing
everything in its power to extend to them the full privileges
of citizenship.

ihsentee Voting.

, The existing absentee voting law permits the furnishing
of an absentee ballot only to a voter registered in accord-
ance with the statutes who makes personal application
therefor.

To a large degree this requirement prevents absentee
voting by many service men and women who really wish
to exercise this privilege.

To obtain an absentee ballot the man or woman in the
armed services must obtain an application form, fill it out,
sign it and then return it to the local authorities in his or
her home community before the ballot may be sent.

The amount of time consumed in this process is so great,
due to the fact that many persons are on battlefronts over-
seas, that, more often than not, it is impossible for a service
man or woman to obtain, mark and return the ballot in
time to have it counted on election day.

The act proposed by the Commission (Appendix A)
would permit a registered voter to apply for an absentee
ballot for a person in the armed service. The applicant
would make statements under oath. Such application could
be made on behalf of a duly registered voter or one regis-
tered under the proposed registration law for service men
and women outlined previously in this report.

Under the recommended absentee ballot proposal a ballot
could be furnished directly and quickly to the person in
service without his having to make personal application.

Thus he would have a far better opportunity to vote than
he now has, either by Official War Ballot or the regular
absentee ballot.

The Commission wishes to stress again that easing the
voting procedure for service men and women would tend to
maintain their morale. If the person in service receives an
absentee ballot without being forced to make personal appli-
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cation for it, he could not fail to be impressed with the fact
that the people at home really want him to vote.

Voting Lists

As a result of the war, thousands of Massachusetts resi-
dents have left their home communities temporarily, either
to serve in the armed forces or in some branch of the civil
service of the Federal government, and are living presently
on some military or Federal reservation, or in some foreign
country, where they cannot acquire a legal domicile or any
status as a voter.

Undoubtedly a large proportion of these persons intend
to return to the places of their former residence as soon as
the war emergency is ended. Therefore they could be held
to have a proper claim to legal residence in the place where
they resided at the time they entered such service.

Similar legitimate claims may be made by families of
such persons which have removed temporarily so that they
may be near their relatives, or which have gone elsewhere
to live while a husband, a father or son is in service.

Therefore the Commission proposes that legislation be
adopted to retain the residence records of such persons, and,
in the case of those persons who are registered voters, to
retain their names on the voting lists (Appendix A).

Under the legislation recommended by the Commission
the registrars of voters shall obtain, as far as possible, the
names of all persons who, at the time of their entry into the
armed services or civil service of the Federal government,
were residents of their respective cities and towns.

As soon as possible after January first in any year the
registrars shall send to each such person, at his last known
address, by first-class mail, a suitable form making a state-
ment of the place of legal residence of such person, and any
member of his family who was then so resident, together
with the age, occupation, nationality and place of legal resi-
dence on January first of the year preceding. In addition
the person shall make a declaration that he is not, and does
not intend to become, a registered voter of anv other city
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or town. The statements shall be made under oath, and
may be made either by the person or by any relative within
the second degree of kinship over twenty-one years of age.

Safeguards against Fraudulent Voting on Names of Service
Men and Women.

During the Commission’s study of ways and means of
of service men and women,

it in the last state election and
repeaters voted on the names

preserving the voting right
numerous persons charged tl
in recent municipal elections
of absent service men. This reprehensible practice should
be eliminated as far as possible.

As one safeguard against repeating, the Commission pro-
poses passage of an act requiring that on all voting lists
used at primaries and elections the names of all voters
known to the registrars to be in the armed forces of the
United States be plainly marked with the letter “S”

With lists so marked, election workers could readily pre-
vent repeating when a person seeks to vote under a service
man or woman’s name. The proposed legislation contains
a provision under which a person who has been discharged
from service could vote upon showing proper identification.

Further Proposals for Emergency War Legislation.
The Commission is still considering the problem of pre-

serving and aiding voting by men in the armed services.
Furthermore, additional congressional legislation in con-
nection with voting by such persons may be adopted this
year. In a later report, therefore, the Commission may
have additional recommendations for state action on this
subject.

State-wide Verification of Voting Lists and Signature Identi-
fication System

Among the specific subjects presented to the Commission
by the Legislature for study were the present provisions for
state-wide verification of voting lists and Senate, No. 381
of 1941 proposing a signature system of identifying voters.

Appendix A
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Although the 1938 Legislature enacted legislation (chap-
ter 427 of the Acts of 1938) providing for state-wide veri-
fication of voting lists between December 1, 1938, and
December 1, 1939, it did not make available an appropria-
tion to carry out the work. The Hon. Frederic W. Cook,
Secretary of State, is of the opinion that at least $50,000 is
required to finance the State’s part in the verification.

Thus, due to the lack of funds, verification was not accom-
plished in 1939. In that year the Legislature enacted a
law (chapter 450 of the Acts of 1939) directing that veri-
fication be conducted between January 1, 1941, and Decem-
ber 31, 1943. As in 1938, however, no funds were made
available. In 1941 the Legislature referred the subject
matter to the present Commission.

While the State’s cost is estimated at $50,000, no informa-
tion was submitted to the Commission as to the cost to the
cities and towns. However, various persons conversant
with the actual registration procedure relating to voters
agreed that the work involved in carrying out the provisions
of the legislation would be tremendous and entail great
expense.

Senate, No. 381 of 1941 proposes to amend chapter 450
of the Acts of 1939 to establish a signature system of voter
identification.

Those thoroughly acquainted with voting procedure in
Massachusetts insist that installation of this system would
entail expenditures far in excess of the cost of state-wide
verification. Further, the Commission is of the opinion
that such a system would so slow up voting that more
voting precincts would be required. Therefore, more elec-
tion officers would be needed at considerable additional
expense to the local communities.

The Commission believes that the present is not the proper
time to undertake state-wide verification of voting lists,
nor to set up a signature system of identifying voters.

Due to war conditions, the cost of materials and labor
would be higher than in peace time. Furthermore, it is
somewhat doubtful whether the extra labor necessary could
be obtained, in view of the fact that the armed forces and
war production plants are making the labor market scarce.
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Aside from the expense, thousands of our citizens are in
the armed forces or are temporarily employed in other
parts of the country. It would be definitely unfair to such
persons to undertake a verification of voting lists at this
time, or to establish a signature identification system.

In addition, the lists would not be complete because the
names of service men and women and those in Federal civil
service could not be included.

Therefore the Commission recommends repeal of the
state-wide verification of voting lists statute, chapter 450
of the Acts of 1939, and the rejection of Senate, No. 381
of 1941.

Corrective Changes in the Existing Election Laws
As explained in the introduction to the present report,

the Commission early in its deliberations came to the con-
clusion that numerous corrective changes in the election
laws were necessary to eliminate ambiguities, inconsistencies
and the like.

After considerable study the Commission recommends
numerous corrective changes in chapters 39, 41, 50 and 51.
Later the Commission will submit further recommendations
affecting other sections of the election laws.

The corrective changes, the Commission believes, are
entirely non-controversial in nature. They will make the
election laws more consistent, and their adoption by the
1943 Legislature will pave the way for a reprint of the
election laws shortly thereafter. This volume, issued by
the Office of the Secretary of State, is earnestly desired so
that election commissioners, city and town clerks, regis-
trars of voters and candidates for public office may ascer-
tain, through a reasonable amount of study, what their
duties, privileges and rights are under the election laws.

The recommended changes (Appendix B) cover a wide
field.

Conclusion.
Due to the complicated and lengthy nature of the Com-

mission’s task, the Commission has already requested, in a
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preliminary report, an extension to May 1, 1943, of the
time in which it may file its final report.

Numerous other proposals will be submitted to the Legis-
lature as the Commission completes various studies in which
it is now engaged.

However, the Commission is handicapped by the fact
that its funds are now exhausted. In order that the Com-
mission may complete its work, it urgently requests that
the Legislature appropriate an additional $1,500 for the
Commission.

Respectfully submitted

CHARLES W. OLSON
Chairman

RUSSELL P. BROWN
Vice Chairman.

RALPH LERCHE.
RAYMOND H. GREENLAW.
ARTHUR J. SKINNERS.
GEORGE J. LEARY.
EDWARD A. MCCARTHY.



HOUSE No. 1370. [Jan.18

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act to exempt persons in the military and naval
SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES FROM THE PAYMENT OP

POLL TAXES.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in ’General Court assembled,
same, as follows;

1 Section 1. Inhabitants of this commonwealth who
2 were engaged in the military or naval service of the
3 United States in the present war before the passage of
4 this act, and those who hereafter engage in said service,
5 shall be assessed for, but shall be exempt from, the
6 payment of all poll taxes assessed for the year nineteen
7 hundred and forty-two and during the continuance of
8 the war.

1 Section 2. All taxes heretofore collected, including
2 interest and costs paid therewith, which would be ex-

-3 empt from payment under section one, shall at the
4 request of the person assessed, be refunded by the city
5 or town receiving the same.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Appendix A

EMERGENCY WAR LEGISLATION.

Ciie Commontoealtj) of Massachusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

•Vn Act to provide for the proper identification at

THE POLLS OF REGISTERED VOTERS IN THE ARMED SERV-

ICES DURING THE PRESENT WAR, AND TO RESTORE TO THE

VOTING LISTS THE NAMES OF SUCH PERSONS STRICKEN

THEREFROM AFTER ENTERING SUCH SERVICE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follow

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions
2 of general or special law, listing boards and registrars of
3 voters shall list all persons who were registered voters
4 in their respective cities and towns at the time of their
5 entry into the armed services. Any registered voter in
6 behalf of or a person in the armed services who at the
7 time of his entering such services was a registered voter,
8 may file a petition in writing asking that the name of
9 such person in the armed services be restored to the list

10 of registered voters, and that at the time of his entry
11 into such services he was a registered voter in the city
12 or town. Such petition if filed between December first
13 and December thirty-first in any year shall be filed
14 with the listing board or the registrars of voters as the
15 case may be, if filed subsequent to such dates it shall be
16 filed with the election commission or election commis-
-17 sioners in such cities as have such a board otherwise
18 with the registrars of voters. Upon the filing of such

Cfce Commontoealtfc of
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19 petition the board or officers above mentioned shall in-
-20 vestigate the subject matter of the petition and if it
21 appears that the name of such person is not on the lists
22 of persons twenty years of age or older they shall restore
23 the name to the list. If the listing of persons twenty
24 years of age or older has been completed in any city or
25 town such investigation shall be conducted by the elec-
-26 tion commission, election commissioners or the registrars
27 of voters as the case may be, and if the statements con-
-28 tained in any such petition are found to the satisfaction of
29 the board or officers to establish the fact that that person
30 is in the armed services and was a registered voter at
31 the time of entering such service his name shall be re-
-32 stored to the list and entered in the annual register of
33 voters. Upon the entering of such name in the annual
34 register and the subsequent printing of all voting lists
35 there shall be printed on such lists of voters after the
36 name thereof in every instance the letter “S” or some
37 other appropriate identifying mark establishing the fact
38 that such person is in the armed services.

1 Section 2. This act shall be operative during the
2 present war and for six months after the termination
3 thereof.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act relative to absent voting by residents of

MASSACHUSETTS SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE

UNITED STATES DURING THE PRESENT WAR AND TO THE

QUALIFICATION OF SUCH RESIDENTS AS VOTERS AT CER-
TAIN ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

ollou

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding any contrary provision
2 of general or special law, any legal resident of the com-
3 monwealth who is serving in the armed forces of the
4 United States during the present war and whose name
5 is included in the current annual register of voters of
6 any city or town therein, or who may be determined to
7 be qualified as a voter thereof in accordance with sec-
-8 tion seven of this act, may be furnished with an official
9 absent voting ballot, prepared in accordance with clause

10 (a) of section eighty-seven of chapter fifty-four of the
11 General Laws, for, and1 may vote by means of such bal-
-12 lot at, any regular biennial state election or at any regu-
-13 lar annual or biennial city or town election at which
14 absent voting is permitted, provided an application
15 therefor is filed with the clerk of the city or town of
16 which he is such legal resident and the same is certified
17 by the registrars of voters thereof, in the manner here-
-18 inafter provided.

Cftc CommontocaltJ) of
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1 Section 2. Application for an official absent voting
2 ballot to be furnished to such resident for any such elec-
-3 tion may be made to the clerk of the city or town in
4 which such resident is registered as a voter, or in which
5 he has been determined to be qualified to vote as pro-
-6 vided in section seven, by any registered voter of the
7 commonwealth who is related to such resident within
8 the second degree of kindred. The person making such
9 application shall state therein his name and that of the

10 city or town in which he is registered as a voter, to-
ll gether with the street and number of his address, if
12 any, the name of the resident in whose behalf the appli-
-13 cation is made, the name of the military or naval unit
14 in which he is serving and his rank, the place of his legal
15 residence on January first of the current year, or on such
16 subsequent date when he first became a legal resident
17 of such city or town, and the address to which such
18 ballot is to be mailed. The applicant shall also make a

19 statement of his relationship to such resident, shall make
20 oath to the truth of all statements in such application
21 and shall sign the same.

1 Section 3. The state secretary, or the clerk of each
2 city and town subject to this act, as the case may be,
3 shall seasonably prepare, prior to each regular biennial
4 state election or regular annual or biennial city or town
5 election, in such quantities as he shall deem necessary

6 to carry out the provisions of this act, all of the papers
7 prescribed by section eighty-seven of chapter fifty-four
8 of the General Laws, as amended, with such changes
9 therein as may be required to give effect thereto. On

10 the envelopes prepared for enclosing the absent voting
11 ballots furnished to any person determined to be quali-
-12 fied to vote under section seven of this act there shall
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13 be printed five lines of the constitution of the common-
-14 wealth in English, in order that the same may be read
15 by such person for the purpose of enabling him to com-
-16 ply with the provisions of Article XX of the amend-
-17 ments to the constitution, and there shall also be in-
-18 eluded in the jurat to be executed by the officer in whose
19 presence such person makes his affidavit a statement
20 setting forth that the affiant has read the said five lines
21 in such a manner as to show that he was neither prompted
22 nor reciting from memory.

1 Section 4. When an application is made for an offi-
-2 cial absent voting ballot as provided in section two and
3 the same is filed with the city or town clerk, it shall be
4 transmitted by said clerk forthwith to the registrars of
5 voters of such city or town and, if they are satisfied
6 that the statements therein are true and that the person
7 in whose behalf the application is made is a duly regis-
-8 tered voter of such city or town or has been determined
9 to be qualified to vote therein at such election as pro-

-10 vided in section seven of this act, they shall so certify
11 thereon and return such application to the city or town
12 clerk. If the person in whose behalf such an applica-
-13 tion is made is a duly registered voter, the clerk shall
14 cause to be placed upon the voting list to be used at
15 the election, to vote at which such application is made,
16 the letters, in capitals, SAY opposite the name of such
17 voter. The said clerk shall then mail such ballot forth-
-18 with, together with all other papers required, to such
19 resident at the address designated in such application,
20 postage prepaid.

1 Section 5. Any such resident who has received an
2 official absent voting ballot furnished in accordance with
3 this act may vote by mailing the same to the clerk of
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4 the city or town where he resides. He shall mark such
5 ballot in the presence of a military or naval officer of a
6 rank in the army higher than first lieutenant, and in the
7 navy higher than lieutenant of the second grade in a
8 municipality other than the city or town in which it is
9 determined that such resident is qualified to vote. Be-

-10 fore marking his ballot he shall exhibit it to said officer,
11 who shall satisfy himself that it is unmarked, but he
12 shall not allow such officer to see how he marked it.
13 Such officer shall hold no communication with such resi-
-14 dent, nor he with such officer, as to how he is to vote.
15 Thereafter, the person voting shall enclose his ballot in
16 the proper envelope provided for the purpose and shall
17 execute in the presence of such officer the affidavit
18 thereon. He shall then enclose and seal the envelope
19 with the ballot in the envelope provided for mailing the
20 same to the city or town clerk, and shall so mail the
21 same, postage prepaid, on or before the day of the elec-
-22 tion in a municipality other than the city or town in
23 which he has been determined to be qualified as a voter.
24 The postmarks, if legible, shall be evidence of the time
25 and place of mailing.

1 Section 6. Except as herein otherwise provided, the
2 provisions of sections eighty-six to one hundred and
3 three A of chapter fifty-four of the General Laws relat-
-4 ing to absent voting, and of sections twenty-seven and
5 thirty-four of chapter fifty-six of the General Laws pre-

-6 scribing penalties for violations of laws relating to ab-
-7 sent voting, shall, where pertinent, apply to absent vot-
8 ing under this act
9 The provisions of section ninety-five of said chapter

10 fifty-four relating to the duties of election officers at

11 polling places with respect to the opening of envelopes
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12 in which absent voting ballots are returned, the exami-
-13 nation of the postmarks thereon and of the affidavits
14 on the envelopes enclosing such ballot, the acceptance
15 or rejection of such ballots, the opening of the envelopes
16 enclosing ballots which have been accepted, the checking
17 of the names of those voting by means of such ballots
18 upon the voting lists, the removal of the ballots from
19 such envelopes and the depositing of such ballots in the
20 ballot box, the retention of envelopes and ballots and
21 the recording of the disposition of all such envelopes
22 upon the appropriate tally sheets shall, where pertinent,
23 apply to official absent voting ballots cast under this
24 act; provided that, in comparing the statements ap-
-25 pearing, in the affidavits upon the envelopes in which
26 such ballots are enclosed with the applications there-
-27 for, the warden shall make such comparison for the pur-
-28 pose of determining whether the statements appearing-
-29 in such affidavits conform, to those appearing in such
30 applications and that the persons signing such affidavits
31 have been determined to be qualified to vote at such
32 election. If the warden finds an envelope to have been
33 improperly mailed, or to bear an affidavit improperly
34 executed; or, if the statements appearing in the affi-
-35 davit do not conform to, or the same has not been signed
36 by the person named in, the accompanying application;
37 or, if the person whose name appears upon such affidavit
38 has not been found to be qualified to vote at such elec-
-39 tion or has voted thereat in person, he shall not open
40 such envelope, but shall mark across the face thereof
41 the words “Rejected as defective”, “Rejected as not
42 qualified”, “Voted in person”, as the case may be.
43 All envelopes, opened and unopened, enclosing ballots
44 returned by persons determined to be qualified to vote
45 at such election in accordance with section seven of this
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46 act shall, instead of being retained and returned with
47 the ballots cast, be enclosed and sealed in an envelope
48 provided for the purpose of returning the same to the
49 city or town clerk, and said clerk shall retain such en-
-50 velope as long as he retains the ballots cast, after
51 which he shall transmit, the same to the registrars of
52 voters who shall preserve such envelope for five years
53 from the date of such election.

1 Section 7. Any legal resident of the commonwealth
2 who is serving in the armed forces of the United States
3 during the present war and who has the qualifications
4 for voting prescribed by the constitution of the eom-
-5 monwealth, but whose name is not included in the cur-
-6 rent annual register of voters of the city or town of his
7 legal residence, may be qualified for voting at any regu-
-8 lar biennial state election or at any regular annual or
9 biennial city or town election at which absent voting is

10 permitted upon the personal application of a registered
11 voter of the commonwealth related to such resident
12 within the second degree of kindred made to the regis-
-13 trars of voters of the city or town in which the right of
14 such resident to vote may be claimed. Such applica-
-15 tion may be made not less than twenty days before the
16 day of such election at any time during regular business
17 hours or at sessions held for the purpose of registering
18 voters for such election, and shall be upon a form pre-

-19 scribed by the state secretary. The person making such
20 application shall state thereon his name, and that of the
21 city or town in which he is registered as a voter, with
22 the street and number of his address, if any; the name
23 of the person in whose behalf the application is made,
24 the name of the military or naval unit in which he is
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25 serving and his rank, his place of legal residence on
26 January first of the preceding year, on January first of
27 the current year and at the time of making such appli-
-28 cation, the place and date of his birth, and shall make a
29 declaration that such resident has legally resided in the
30 commonwealth one year, and in the city or town in
31 which his right to vote is claimed six months, next pre-
-32 ceding the election at which such right is claimed. The
33 applicant shall also make thereon a statement of his
34 relationship to the resident in whose behalf such appli-
-35 cation is made, shall make oath to the truth of the state-
-36 ments therein and sign his name thereto.
37 If the resident in whose behalf such an application is
38 made is a naturalized citizen, or has derived United
39 States citizenship through the naturalization of some
40 other person, the application shall produce for inspection
41 the naturalization papers of such resident or person, as
42 the case may be, and the registrars shall stamp upon
43 such papers a memorandum of their inspection thereof
44 and record upon such application, in the space provided
45 therefor, the date and court of naturalization, as appear-
-46 ing in such papers, and such further information as may
47 be necessary to clearly indicate that such resident is a
48 citizen of the United States.
49 Upon receipt of such application the registrars shall
50 examine the same and shall make and certify thereon a
51 statement of their determination as to whether or not
52 the resident in whose behalf the application is made
53 appears to have the qualifications for voting prescribed
54 by the constitution of the commonwealth, except the
55 ability to read in the manner prescribed by Article XX
56 of the amendments to the constitution, which shall be
57 determined as provided in section three of this act. In



HOUSE -No. 1370. [Jan28

58 case such resident is determined not to be so qualified,
59 the registrars shall give written notice thereof to the
00 applicant and give him an opportunity to be heard.
61 Applications for qualification of residents as voters
62 under this section shall be preserved by the registrars
63 for five years and the registrars shall cause a suitable
64 index to be made containing the name of each person
65 determined to be so qualified, his place of legal residence,
66 with street and number of his address, if any, at the
67 time of making such application, the name of the mili-
-68 tary or naval unit in which he is then serving and his
69 rank, his place and date of birth and, if he is a natural-
-70 ized citizen or has derived United States citizenship
71 through the naturalization of some other person, the
72 facts appearing in such application relating thereto.
73 Such index shall be preserved as a public record, but
74 shall not be construed to be a part of the general register
75 of voters.
76 Applications for the qualification of residents as voters
77 under this section shall be subject to the provisions of
78 sections forty-eight and forty-nine of chapter fifty-one
79 of the General Laws and, except as herein otherwise
80 provided, to all of the provisions of said chapter fifty-
-81 one prescribing qualifications for voting. The provi-
-82 sions of sections two, three, six, seven, eight, nine, ten
83 and eleven of chapter fifty-six of the General Laws pre-
-84 scribing penalties for offenses concerning the listing or

85 registration of voters shall, so far as pertinent, apply to
86 applications made under this section.

1 Section 8. The registrars of voters may cause an

2 investigation of any application under this act to be
3 made by a police officer who shall forthwith after such
4 investigation make a report to them of his findings with
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5 respect thereto, and for this purpose the board or officer
6 in charge of the police force of each city or town shall
7 give the registrars such assistance as they may require.

1 Section 9. The registrars of voters shall include in
2 the voting lists prepared in accordance with section
3 fifty-five of chapter fifty-one of the General Laws for
4 use at each regular biennial state election and at each
5 regular annual or biennial city or town election at which
6 absent voting is permitted the names and residences on
7 January first preceding, or subsequently, as the case
8 may be, of all residents of their respective cities and
9 towns who have been determined to be qualified to vote

10 at any such election as provided in section seven of this
11 act and shall cause to be placed opposite the name of
12 each such resident the initials, in capitals, SAY. They
13 shall forthwith, following the twentieth day preceding
14 any such election, give written notice to the state sec-
-15 retary, or the city or town clerk, as the case may be, of
16 the number of residents who have been determined to
17 be so qualified to vote in such city or town, and in each
18 ward and precinct therein, and shall likewise furnish
19 the said secretary with mailing lists of such residents
20 before each such state election.

Form of Affidavit to be printed on Envelope for Enclosing Offi-
cial Absent Voting Ballot furnished to Person whose Name
is included in Current Annual Register of Voters and serv-
ing in the Armed Forces of the United States upon Applica-
tion made in Accordance with this Act.

serving in the with the
Name of Military or Naval Unit

rank of , do hereby make oath that I am a regis-
tered voter in the city or town of , Massachusetts, at

in Precinct. ~ Ward..; that the place where I
Street and Number

now am is not the municipality in which I am registered as a voter; that
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I have carefully read the instructions forwarded to me with the ballot
herein enclosed; and that I have marked and sealed the within ballot
as stated hereon by the person taking my oath.

(Signature of voter)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of ,

19,.; and I hereby certify that when I was alone with the affiant he
showed me the ballot herein enclosed unmarked, and then in my pres-
ence marked the same without my seeing how he marked it, after which
he sealed said ballot in this envelope. I had no communication with the
affiant as to how he was to vote

Name of Officer
(Seal, if any) Unit

Military or Naval Rank

Form of Affidavit to be printed on Envelope for Enclosing Ab-
sent Voting Ballot furnished to Resident determined to be
qualified to vote as provided in Section Seven.

,
serving in the with the

Name of Military or Naval Unit)

rank of , do hereby make oath that on the first day of
January of last year I was a legal resident of at

(City or Town and State)

that on the first day of January of this year I
[Street and Number

was a legal resident of at , and
'City or Town and State) (Street and Number

that I am now a legal resident of at
(City or Town and State) (Street and Number;

that I was born on in ; that I am a
Date of Birth) (City or Town and State or Country)

citizen of the United States, and that I have been a legal resident of the
commonwealth of Massachusetts one year and of the city or town of

six months next preceding the election at which I
claim this right to vote.

(The voter shall then read the following aloud to the officer taking
his oath.)

(Print five lines of the State Constitution here)
I do hereby further make oath that the place where I now am is not

the municipality in which I claim this right to vote; that I have care-
fully read the instructions forwarded to me with the ballot enclosed,
and that I have marked and sealed the within ballot as stated by the
person taking my oath.

(Signature of voter)
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Subscribed and sworn to before me by the above affiant this day
of , 19.and I hereby certify that such affiant has read
aloud the five lines of the state constitution appearing hereon in such a
manner as to show he was neither prompted nor reciting from memory,
and that when I was alone with him, he showed me the ballot herein
enclosed, unmarked, and then in my presence marked the same without
my seeing how he marked it, after which he sealed the said ballot in this
envelope. I had no communication with the affiant as to how he was to
vote.

Name of Officer

Unit(Seal, if any

Military or Naval Rank

Application for Registration of Person in Military or Naval
Service as an Absent Voter Under Provisions of Proposed
Special Act.

duly regiI stered voter of the city or town of
Name of Ap

residing at in such city or
ame of City or Town where Ap- (Street and Numb

plicant is registered as a V
town, do hereby make application for an official absent voting ballot
for the ; to be held in , on ,19

Name of Election) (Name of City or T

for serving in the with the rank of
if Person in Service) (Name of t

,nd a duly qualified voter for such election at
[Street and Numbe

in the city or town of , and, as I believe, entitled to
City or Town'

vote at said election in Ward..., Precinct. .., in the city or town of
said ballot to be mailed t

I hereby further declare that I am the of the person
(Degree of Relationship)

in whose behalf this application is made

Signature of applicant (Date) , 19

Personally appeared before me the above-named
and made oath that the foregoing statements are true to the best of his
knowledge and belief.

Registrar of Voters;
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(Not to be filled in by applicant)

We, the undersigned, a majority of the registrars of voters of the
of , , hereby certify that ,

(City or Town) (Name of City or Town) (Name of Person in Service)

in whose behalf the foregoing application has been made, has been de»
termined to be a duly qualified voter at the election to be held
in Ward. .., Precinct.. ~ of the city or town of , and is
entitled to vote therein at such election

(Four blank lines for signatures of registrars)

Form of Application for Qualification of Person in Service as
a Voter as provided in this Act.

I, ;
, a duly registered voter of the city or town of

(Name of Applicant)

, residing at hereby make oath
(Name of City or Town where Ap- (Street and Number)
plicant is registered as a Voter)

that is now serving in the of the United
(Name of Person in Service) (Name of Unit)

States with the rank of ; that on January first of last year
he was a legal resident of at , and,

(City or Town and State) (Street and Number)

on January first of this year, of at ;
' (City or Town and State) (Street and Number)

that he is now a legal resident of at 1
(City or Town and State) (Street and Number)

that he was born in bn ; and that he
(City or Town and State or Country) (Date of Birtl

has legally resided in the commonwealth of Massachusetts for one year
and in the city or town of for six months next preced-
ing the election at which his right to vote is now being claimed.

I hereby further declare that I am of the person herein
(Degree of Relationship)

named in whose behalf this application for qualification as a voter at said
election is claimed.

19(Date(Signature of applicant)

Personally appeared before me the above-named an(*

made oath that the foregoing statements are true to the best of bis knowl-
edge and belief

Registrarof V

(If the person in whose behalf the application is made is a naturalized
citizen or has derived United States citizenship through the naturaliza-
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tion of another, the registrars shall record in the space below, from the
naturalization papers presented by the applicant, the facts required to
show the citizenship of the person in service.)

Not to be filled in by applicant)

We, the undersigned, a majority of the registrars of voters of the
of , acting under authority of sec-

(City or Town) (Name of City or Town)

tion... .of chapter of the Acts of 1943, do hereby determine that
is (is not) qualified to vote at the to be

(Name of Person in Service) (Name of Elec

held in Ward.,., Precinct... of the city or town of on
19

(Four blank lines for signatures of registrars)

Report of Police Investigation.

This is to certify that, after investigation, I have determined that, on
January first of this year, was a legal resident

(Name of Person in whose Behalf Appli-
cation for Qualification as Voter is made)

of , and that he is now a legal resident of
(City or Town and State) (City or Town and State)

at This informationwas furnished to me by
(Street and Number) (Name of Informant)

residing at
Place of Residence of Informant

(Signed)
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act to make certain correctional changes in the

LAWS RELATING TO ELECTIONS

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representative
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same
as follows

irteen of chapter thirty-nine
eby amended by striking out
•ting in place thereof the fol-
neeting when moderators are
one or three years, a modera-

1 Section 1. Section foi
2 of the General Laws is he:
3 the first sentence and inse
4 lowing; At every town
5 not elected for the term of
6 tor shall first be elected.

1 Section 2. Said section fourteen of chapter thirty-
2 nine is hereby further amended by striking out, in the

inhabitants ” and inserting in3 seventh line, the word
4 place thereof the words registered voters, so that

second paragraph will read asthe first sentence of th
6 follows: Any town or fire, water, light or improvement
7 district which has so voted or hereafter so votes ma\

8 at any annual election of town or district officers elect

Appendix B.

CORRECTIONAL CHANGES IN ELECTION LAWS.

Cf)e Commontoealtl) of Massachusetts
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9 from the registered voters thereof by ballot a moderator
10 to preside at all town or district meetings.

1 Section 3. Section one of chapter forty-one of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 one hundred and twenty-nine of the acts of nineteen
4 hundred and thirty-nine, is hereby further amended by
5 striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place
6 thereof the following:
7 Every town at its annual meeting shall in every year
8 when the term of office of any incumbent expires, and
9 except when other provision is made by law, choose by

10 ballot from its registered voters the following town
11 officers for the following terms of office:

1 Section 4. Section six of chapter forty-three Aof
2 the General Laws is hereby amended by adding at the
3 end thereof the following: The pertinent provisions
4 of chapter fifty-three relating to the submission and cer-
-5 tification of nomination papers shall apply to nomina-
-6 tion papers filed under this section in the case of a candi-
-7 date for town meeting member who has formerly served
8 as a town meeting member under the provisions of this
9 chapter. Such nomination paper shall include a state-

-10 ment clearly showing he has been a former town meeting
11 member, and if he is an elected incumbent for such office,
12 that he is a candidate for re-election thereto. In towns
13 which have accepted section one hundred and three A
14 of chapter fifty-four, the time for filing nomination
15 papers shall be governed by the provisions of section
16 ten of said chapter fifty-three.

1 Section 5. Section eight of said chapter forty-
-2 three A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
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3 striking out the first sentence and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: A moderator shall be elected
5 by ballot at each annual town meeting for the term of
6 one or three years, and shall serve as moderator of all
7 town meetings, except as otherwise provided by law,
8 until a successor is elected and qualified.

1 Section 6. Section one of chapter fifty of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as most recently amended by chapter five
3 hundred and eleven of the acts of nineteen hundred and
4 forty-one, is hereby further amended by striking out
5 the paragraph included in lines nineteen to twenty-one,
6 inclusive, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
7 and inserting in place thereof the following: “City
8 election” shall apply to any election held in a city at
9 which a city officer is to be chosen by the voters, whether

10 for a full term or for the filling of a vacancy or at which
11 any question to be voted upon at a city election is to be
12 submitted to the voters.

1 Section 7. Said section one of said chapter fifty of
2 the General Laws is hereby further amended by striking
3 out the paragraph included in lines ninety-one and
4 ninety-two, inclusive, as appearing in the Tercentenary
5 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following:
6 “State officer” shall apply to and include, any person
7 to be nominated at a state primary or chosen at a state
8 election and shall include United States senator and
9 representative in Congress.

1 Section 8. Said section one of said chapter fifty of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended, is hereby
3 further amended by inserting after the paragraph in-
-4 eluded in line ninety-three, as printed in the Tercente-
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5 nary Edition, the following: —-“Town officer” shall ap-
-6 ply to and include town meeting members.

1 Section 9. Section eight of said chapter fifty of the
2 General Laws is hereby amended by striking out, in the
3 second line, the word “assessment” and inserting in
4 place thereof the words: listing of persons twenty
5 years of age and over and to the.

1 Section 10. Section one of chapter fifty-one of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 two hundred and six of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-two, is hereby further amended by striking
5 out, in lines fifteen and sixteen, the words “or who had
6 the right to vote on May first, eighteen hundred and
7 fifty-seven,”.

1 Section 11. Section three of said chapter fifty-one
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by sec-
-3 tion four of chapter two hundred and fifty-four of the
4 acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby
5 further amended by striking out said section and insert-
-6 ing in place thereof the following:
7 Section 3. For all elections and primaries held prior
8 to June first in any year, a person may be registered and
9 may vote in the ward or voting precinct where he re-

-10 sided on January first of the preceding year or if he be-
ll came a resident of said city after said January first the
12 ward or voting precinct in which he first became a legal
13 resident. For all elections and primaries held subse-
-14 quent to -said date such a person shall be registered and
15 may vote in the ward or voting precinct where he re-
-16 sided on January first preceding the election, or, if he
17 became an inhabitant of such city or town after said
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18 January first, in the ward or voting precinct in which
19 he first became a resident thereafter.

1 Section 12. Said chapter fifty-one of the General
2 Laws is hereby further amended by striking out the
3 heading before section four thereof and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: listing of persons twenty

5 YrEARS OF AGE OR OVER.

1 Section 13. Section four of said chapter fifty-one of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by section
3 two of chapter four hundred and forty of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out, in the eighth line, the word
6 “male”, —by striking out all after the word “towns”
7 in the tenth line down to and including the word “towns”
8 in the thirteenth line, and by striking out the last
9 paragraph.

1 Section 14. Section ten of said chapter fifty-one is
2 hereby repealed.

1 Section 15. Section ten Aof said chapter fifty-one,
2 inserted by section one of chapter three hundred and
3 sixty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-4 nine, is hereby amended by striking out, where it occurs,
5 the word “March” and inserting in place thereof the
6 word: Mav.

1 Section 16. Section thirteen of said chapter fifty-
-2 one is hereby repealed.

1 Section 17. Section fourteen Bof said chapter fifty-

-2 one, inserted by section nine of chapter two hundred
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3 and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-4 three, and as amended by section twelve of chapter four
5 hundred and forty of the acts of nineteen hundred and
6 thirty-eight, is hereby further amended by striking out,
7 in the second, third and fourth lines, the words “and of
8 determining their liability to be assessed a poll tax.”

1 Section 18. Section twenty of said chapter fifty-one
2 is hereby amended by inserting in the beginning thereof
3 the following: If there is a vacancy in the board of
4 registrars caused by death, resignation or retirement
5 or —.

1 Section 19. Section twenty-two of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as most recently amended, is hereby further
3 amended by adding at the end thereof the following:
4 Temporary assistant registrars may be appointed from
5 time to time to assist in the listing of persons twenty
6 years of age or older.

1 Section 20. Section twenty-three of said chapter
2 fifty-one, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “names”
4 in the fifth line the words: listed or.

1 Section 21. Section twenty-six of said chapter fifty-
-2 one, as most recently amended by section two of chap-
-3 ter four hundred and seventy-three of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and thirty-eight, is hereby further amended
5 by striking out, in the twelfth line, the words “the city
6 election” and inserting in place thereof the words: a
7 city election, or a city primary or preliminary election.

1 Section 22. Section twenty-nine Aof said chapter
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2 fifty-one is hereby amended by striking out said section
3 and inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 29A. They shall, in some suitable place in
5 every city or town wherein there is to be a special state,
0 city or town primary or preliminary election, hold a
7 session on the fourth day preceding such primary or
8 preliminary election. Registration shall cease at ten
9 o’clock in the evening of the day on which such session

10 is held.

1 Section 23. Section twenty-nine Bof said chapter
2 fifty-one is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof
3 the following; if the city council so votes.

1 Section 24. Section thirty of said chapter fifty-one
2 is hereby amended by adding at the end of the first
3 sentence the following: if the selectmen or town so
4 vote.

1 Section 25. Section thirty-six of said chapter fifty-
-2 one, as most recently amended by section twelve of
3 chapter two hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nine-
-4 teen hundred and thirty-three, is hereby further amended
5 by adding at the end thereof the following: There shall
6 be added in the above column designated “Remarks”
7 such information pertaining to the status of married
8 women and of persons claiming derivative citizenship as
9 the registrars deem of value.

1 Section 26. Section thirty-seven of said chapter
2 fifty-one is hereby amended by striking out the word
3 “August” where it occurs in the sixth sentence and in-
-4 serting in place thereof the word: June.
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1 Section 27. Section thirty-eight of said chapter fifty-
-2 one is hereby amended by striking out said section and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 38. The registrars shall, upon the personal
5 application of a listed person for the correction of any
6 error in their original lists, and whenever informed of
7 any such error, make due investigation, and, upon proof
8 thereof, correct the same on their books. When in-
-9 formed of the omission of the name of a person who is

10 averred to have resided in the city or town on January
11 first in the current year and to have listed the preceding
12 year, they shall make due investigation, and, upon proof
13 thereof, add the name to their books. They shall in-
-14 vestigate and correct the general register and the current
15 annual register in accordance with any facts they may
16 have presented to them. They shall strike therefrom
17 the name of every deceased person which has been trans-
-18 mitted to them under section fourteen; but if the name
19 of a voter has been placed upon the current annual reg-

-20 ister, they shall not change the place of residence as
21 given thereon, nor, unless the voter has died or unless
22 they have received notice under section nine from the
23 registrars of another city or town that the voter has
24 been listed therein, strike such name therefrom, until
25 they have sent him a notice of their intention so to do,
26 naming a certain date when he may be heard.

1 Section 28. Section forty-one of said chapter fifty-
-2 one is hereby amended by inserting after the word “to”
3in the third line the words: • listing and.

1 Section 29. Section forty-four of said chapter fifty-
-2 one is hereby further amended by striking out, in the
3 third and fourth lines, the words “or unless he had the
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4 right to vote on May first, eighteen hundred and fifty-
-5 seven.”

1 Section 30. Section forty-five of said chapter fifty-
-2 one is hereby amended by striking out said section and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 45. If an applicant for registration is a nat-
-5 uralized citizen, or has derived citizenship through the
6 naturalization of another, the registrars shall require
7 him to produce for inspection his papers of naturaliza-
-8 tion or a certificate of derivative citizenship, as the case
9 may be, and to make oath that he is the person named

10 therein, and shall, if satisfied that the applicant has been
11 legally naturalized, or is in fact a citizen, make upon
12 his papers a memorandum of the date of such inspec-
-13 tion. If papers of naturalization or a certificate of de-
-14 rivative citizenship have once been examined and record
15 thereof made in the general register, the registrars need
16 not again require their production.

1 Section 31. Section fifty-five of said chapter fifty-
-2 one is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the
3 following: The voting list to be used at any election
4 or primary held prior to June first in any year may be
5 that of the year preceding, revised as aforesaid.

1 Section 32. Section fifty-seven of said chapter fifty-
-2 one is hereby amended by striking out, in the sixth line,
3 the words “precinct therein” and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: ward of a city and in each pre-
-5 cinct of a town.

1 Section 33. Section sixty-two of said chapter fifty
2 one is hereby amended by inserting after the word city
3 in the eighth line the words: or a town.
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1 Section 34. Section sixty-three of said chapter fifty-
-2 one is hereby amended by striking out said section and
3 inserting in place thereof the following;
4 Section 63. After the biennial state election in nine-
-5 teen hundred and forty-four, and in every tenth year
6 thereafter for the purpose of furnishing the information
7 necessary for a new division of a city into wards and
8 voting precincts and of a town of twelve thousand in-
-9 habitants or over which has been divided into voting

10 precincts, into new voting precincts, the registrars shall
11 deliver to the clerk of each city and of each such town,
12 on or before the first Tuesday after the said election, a
13 list of all voters therein who were registered for such
14 election, which shall be so arranged as to show the
15 number of voters residing in each ward or in each pre-
-16 cinct, as the case may be, by streets. The registrars
17 will likewise in any other year, upon the request of the
18 aldermen in cities or of the selectmen in such towns,
19 furnish, for the purpose of dividing a ward into voting
20 precincts or, unless otherwise prohibited by law, of
21 dividing any such town into new voting precincts, a
22 list of the voters of any ward in a city or of any precinct
23 in such town, arranged as aforesaid.




