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House of Representatives, April 21, 1943.

The committee on Labor and Industries, to whom
was referred the special report of the Commission on
Interstate Co-operation recommending the enactment of
legislation to abrogate the Minimum Wage Compact for
the purpose of establishing uniform standards for condi-
tions of employment (House, No. 1331), report the
accompanying bill (House, No. 1572).

For the committee,

STUART C. RAND.

No. 1572HOUSE
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act to abrogate the minimum wage compact, so
CALLED.

1 Whereas, The general court, by chapter three hun-
-2 dred and eighty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred
3 and thirty-four did approve and ratify a compact
4 “for establishing uniform standards for conditions of
5 employment, particularly with regard to the minimum
6 wage, in states ratifying the same,” said compact
7 being usually known as the Minimum Wage Com-
-8 pact, which was formulated by commissioners and
9 delegates from seven states at Concord, New Hamp-

-10 shire, on the twenty-ninth day of May, nineteen
11 hundred and thirty-four; and
12 Whereas, The said compact was subsequently rati-
-13 tied in the year nineteen hundred and thirty-five by
14 the state of New Hampshire and in the year nineteen
15 hundred and thirty-six by the state of Rhode Island,
16 and the consent of the congress of the United States
17 was given thereto by public resolution fifty-eight of
18 the seventy-fifth congress, which was approved by
19 the president of the United States on the twelfth day
20 of August, nineteen hundred and thirty-seven; and
21 Whereas, The field of operation of the said compact
22 was fully occupied by federal legislation known as
23 the Federal Fair Labor Standards Act or the Federal
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24 Wage and Hour Law, soon after the consent of the
25 congress to said compact was given, and said federal
26 legislation and the administration thereof, supported
27 by decisions of the supreme court of the United States
28 and of inferior federal courts, has made said compact
29 inoperative and of no effect; and
30 Whereas, The governor of the state of New Hamp-
-31 shire has given notice to the governor of this com-
-32 monwealth and the governor of the state of Rhode
33 Island, under date of the twenty-eighth day of July,
34 nineteen hundred and forty-one, that New Hamp-
-35 shire desires to withdraw from said compact; and
36 Whereas, The commissions established by this com-
-37 monwealth and the state of Rhode Island have agreed
38 that the compact should be abrogated, and the gover-
-39 nor of this commonwealth, under date of December
40 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and forty-two, has
41 notified the governors of New Hampshire and Rhode
42 Island of the desire of this commonwealth to with-
-43 draw from said compact; and
44 Whereas, It is desirable that said compact be
45 abrogated at an early date, and it appears that this
46 can be done by agreement of all three states parties
47 thereto without delaying until the expiration of the
48 tvvo-year period of notice specified in said compact;
49 and
50 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act beyond
51 the effective date specified herein would tend to de-
-52 feat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be
53 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate pres-
-54 creation of the public convenience; Now therefore,
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The compact heretofore described,
2 entitled “Compact for establishing Uniform Stand-
-3 ards for Conditions of Employment, particularly
4 with Regard to the Minimum Wage, in States ratify-
-5 ing the Same,” usually known as the Minimum Wage
6 Compact, whereof a copy is on file in the office of the
7 state secretary, is hereby abrogated on the part of the
8 commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-five of chapter nine of
2 the General Laws, added by section one of chapter
3 four hundred and four of the acts of nineteen hundred
4 and thirty-seven, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect, conformably
2 to the constitution, if and when legislation to abrogate
3 said compact, substantially similar to this act, be-
-4 comes effective in both the states of New Hamp-
-5 shire and Rhode Island. The state secretary shall, as
6 soon &s this act becomes a law, send a certified copy
7 thereof to the governor of each of said states.
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