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Executive Department
State House, Boston, April 21, 1943.

To the Ho7iorable Senate and House of Representatives:
The Attorney General has submitted to me a letter

dated April 21, 1943, a copy of which is attached hereto.
In it he requests additional appropriations in the

amount of $50,000 to obtain the assistance of account-
ants to work under the direction of the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office in the investigation and check-up of income
taxes due the Commonwealth from persons engaged in
illegal activities. This appropriation is to be added to
the appropriations made to the Department of Corpora-
tions and Taxation, and is to be spent under the direc-
tion of the Attorney General.

He recommends an appropriation in the amount of
$50,000 in advance of the General Appropriation Bill,
and I so recommend.

The Attorney General informs me that he hopes that
not all of this appropriation will be needed, but that it
is impossible to give at this time an itemized statement
of the sums required.

Speed is of the essence, and I earnestly solicit your
early action on this matter.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALI

HOUSE No. 1585

C6e Commontoealtf) of

Governor.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
Department of the Attorney General,

Boston, April 21, 1943

His Excellency Leverett Saltonstall, Governor of the Commonwealth
Dear Governor Saltonstall ; Evidence collected in the

course of activities which this department has been obliged to
undertake during the past several months convinces me that
the Commonwealth has failed to receive considerable sums of
money due it by way of income taxes from persons engaged in
illegal activities.

Apparently it has been the practice of the Commonwealth
to accept tax returns of many of these people without the in-
vestigation and check-up frequently given to returns filed by
small taxpayers and others engaged in legitimate businesses.

In my opinion, proceedings should immediately be under-
taken to check and enforce possible tax liabilities of this nature.
Such work would require the aid of accountants and clerical
assistance, under the direction of members of this department
familiar with the problems involved.

I believe that funds which it would be necessary to spend on
work of this nature might well result in the payment of sub-
stantial dividends to the public treasury. Entirely apart from
this phase of the matter, however, it is my opinion that the
public interest requires immediate action to remedy a situation
wherein tax returns of so-called racketeers who have made
large sums of money have been accepted without thorough
investigation.

The Department of the Attorney General is not provided
with funds which enable it to conduct an adequate investiga-
tion along the lines proposed. Mr. Long informs me that the
Department of Corporations and Taxation has no such funds
available but that he agrees with me that such an investigation
should be undertaken, under the direction of the Attorney
General.

I, therefore, respectfully request that the sum of $50,000 be
made available to this department for these purposes, either
from funds now within Your Excellency’s disposal or by way
of a special appropriation, which might be made to the Depart-
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ment of Corporations and Taxation, to be spent under the direc-
tion of the Attorney General.

To a considerable extent, the success of such a procedure
would depend upon the speed with which it is conducted.
If a special appropriation is considered necessary, therefore, I
would suggest that the recommendation for it be made by way
of a special message rather than allowing the matter to wait
for a general appropriation bill.

Respectfully your;

ROBERT T. BUSHNELL(Signed)
Attorney General.
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