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House of Representatives, May 3, 1943.

The committee on Municipal Finance, to whom was
referred the Bill effecting certain minor changes in the
laws relating to local taxation (House, No. 752), report
that the same ought to pass with an amendment sub-
stituting therefor the accompanying bill (House, No.
1638).

For the committee,

LAWRENCE H. DAVIS.

HOUSE No. 1638
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act effecting certain changes in the laws re-
lating TO LOCAL TAXATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

same, as follows:

1 Section eight of chapter fifty-eight of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by section one of
3 chapter three hundred and twenty-two of the acts of
4 nineteen hundred and thirty-five, is hereby further
5 amended by striking out said section and inserting in
6 place thereof the following:
7 Section 8. Whenever it appears to the commis-
-8 sioner that at the end of two years from the commit-
-9 ment of any warrant to a collector any taxes upon such

10 warrant remain uncollected, or if collected have not
11 been turned over to the town treasurer, the commis-
-12 sioner within three months shall bring the matter to
13 the attention of the attorney general, who may bring
14 or cause to be brought an action of contract in the
15 name of the town against the collector and upon his
16 bond, in the superior court for the county where the
17 town lies. Any amount recovered under this section
18 shall be paid into the treasury of the town in whose
19 name the action is prosecuted; but all reasonable ex-
-20 penses incurred by the attorney general in such action
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21 shall be borne by the town, and may be recovered
22 from it by the commonwealth in contract. If at any
23 time after the commitment by any warrant to a col-
-24 lector, the commissioner is of the opinion that any
25 taxes, assessments or other charges thereon, whether
26 or not an item in a tax title account, remain unpaid
27 and should be abated, he may in writing, upon the
28 written request of the board or official laying such
29 taxes, assessments or other charges as are not an item
30 in a tax title account and upon such request of the
31 treasurer and said board or official if the taxes, assess-
-32 ments or other charges are an item in a tax title ac-
-33 count, authorize the board or official making the com-
-34 mitment to abate any part or the whole of such taxes,
35 assessments or other charges. The assessors or board
36 aforesaid may thereupon make the abatement author-
-37 ized and enter the same in their record of abatements,
38 making reference in said record of such authorization
39 as the cause or reason for the abatement, and the
40 assessors or board aforesaid shall forthwith furnish
41 the treasurer and the accounting officer with a copy
42 of the record of said abatement or a certificate thereof.
43 In all cases of abatement of taxes which are an item
44 in a tax title account, the treasurer, upon receipt of a
45 copy of such record or of the certificate thereof, shall
46 promptly enter the abatement on the proper tax title
47 account and the taxes, assessments or other charges
48 so abated shall not thereafter be required to be paid
49 in redemption of said tax title account. All abate-
-50 ments of taxes, whether or not such taxes are an item
51 in a tax title account, shall be charged against the
52 overlay of the year or years of the levy of such taxes
53 abated.
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