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Executive Department
House, Boston, May 3, 1943

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

This year Memorial Day and the Fourth of July are the
only holidays to fall on Sundays. Chapter 245 of the Acts
of 1938 provides that when this situation occurs, the day
following shall be observed as a legal holiday.

In this war emergency we must do our utmost to suppl
our men at the battlefronts
supplies they need, with mir
duction. The War Productioi
of these holidays be observed
request is made in a letter 1
Nelson, attached herewith.
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1 believe that the deepest
and to our honored dead of
the type of memorial serv
appropriate to the Sabbath

tribute to our early patriots
all wars can well be paid in
ice and patriotic gathering

Consequently, I ask that
you consider the advisability of so amending our laws
that this year the calendar dates of May 30 and July 4
shall be legal holidays; that provisions be inserted pro-
tecting the Sabbath; and that existing provisions of law
relating to legal holidays shall not apply to May 31, and
July 5, 1943.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,

C&e CommontoealtJ) of s@aosacfnisctts

Governor of the Co
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WAR PRODUCTION BOARD
Washington, D. C

May 1, 1943.

Office of Donald M. Nelson, Chairman

My Dear Governor Saltonstall : Thank you for your
letter inquiring whether it is the feeling of the War Production
Board that Memorial Day and the Fourth of July should be
celebrated on Sunday this year and that State laws which
officially designate those two occasions as legal holidays should
be changed in conformity.

I am very strongly of the opinion that it would be very
much in the interest of sustained production of war goods to
arrange to observe both of those holidays on Sunday this year.
I am, of course, aware that these two holidays carry very deep
and profound patriotic connotations and that in time of war,
it is more than ever important to give these occasions proper
observance. Nevertheless, it seems to me that the best way in
which we can show our patriotism and honor the heroic men
who made our country free and kept it free in years past is to
turn out a full day’s production of essential war goods on both
May 31 and July 5.

For these reasons, I hope that on both of those dates, which
in the ordinary course would be observed as full holidays,
we can have uninterrupted production in all of our war fac-
tories. lam confident that suitable commemoration of these
holidays 1 can be made on the two Sundays without undue
interference with Sabbath observance.

Sincerely

The HonorableLbverbtt Saltonstai
Governor of Massachusetts,
Boston, Massachusetts

DONALD M. NELSON


