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House of R epresentatives, May 10, 1943.

The committee on Education, to whom was referred 
the final report of the special commission established to 
make an investigation relative to the establishment and 
operation of junior colleges and to the granting of degrees 
by such colleges (House, No. 1335), report the accom
panying bill (House, No. 1685).

For the committee,

M ARGARET L. SPEAR.

Representative W ondolowski of Worcester dissent
ing.
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C&e Commoittoealtl) of ^assacljusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n Act relative to junior colleges.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter three of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section six, as
3 amended by section one of chapter four hundred
4 and twenty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred
5 and thirty-nine, and inserting in place thereof the
6 following: —
7 Section 6. Any petition to the general court for
8 the incorporation of a college, junior college, uni-
9 versity or other educational institution with power

10 to grant degrees, or for an amendment to the charter
11 of any existing educational institution which will
12 give it such power, or for authority to use the designa-
13 tion of junior college, which is seasonably filed in
14 the office of the clerk of either branch and is accom-
15 panied by a bill embodying in substance the legisla-
16 tion petitioned for, shall, with said accompanying
17 bill, be transmitted as soon as may be by the clerk
18 of the branch in which they were filed to the office
19 of the junior college board in the department of
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20 education; and said board shall forthwith notify
21 the petitioners of the requirements of this section.
22 The petitioners shall give notice of the petition by
23 publishing a copy thereof once in each of three
24 successive weeks in such newspapers as said board
25 may designate, the last publication to be made not
26 more than twenty-four days after the date of such
27 notification; and the petitioners shall, not later
28 than the seventh day following the date of such
29 last publication, file with said board satisfactory
30 evidence that a copy of the petition has been so
31 published. Said board shall, not later than March
32 first following, return said petition and bill to the
33 clerk of the branch in which they were originally
34 filed, together with its recommendations relative
35 thereto.

1 Section 2. Said chapter three is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section six A, inserted by
3 section two of said chapter four hundred and twenty-
4 four, and inserting in place thereof the three follow-
5 ing new sections: —
6 Section 6A. Authority to use the designation of
7 junior college shall be granted only to an incorpo-
8 rated educational institution which has pow'er to
9 grant associate degrees, or is granted such power by

10 the act authorizing the use of the designation of
11 junior college, and only if the junior college board,
12 established by section twenty-five of chapter fifteen,
13 after due notice and hearing, shall have recom-
14 mended that said authority be granted to said
15 institution.
16 Section 6B. No junior college shall be empowered
17 to grant the baccalaureate degree. In the case of



4 HOUSE — No. 1685. [May

18 junior colleges empowered to grant associate de-
19 grees, such degrees must be definitive. The associ-
20 ate in arts or associate in science degrees shall be
21 granted solely to those students satisfactorily com-
22 pleting the academic curriculum, equivalent to that
23 of the first two years of the standard four-year
24 college. All other associate degrees shall have an
25 appropriate designation which shall adequately de-
26 scribe the nature of the work satisfactorily accom-
27 plished.
28 Section 6C. The right and privilege to use the
29 designation of junior college and to grant associate
30 degrees shall not become final until four years after
31 such right and privilege has been granted. No rev-
32 ocation of the privilege shall affect students al-
33 ready in attendance at the institution.

1 Section 3. Chapter fifteen of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding at the end, under the
3 caption “ junior college board”  the three follow-
4 ing new sections: —
5 Section 25. There shall be in the department a
6 junior college board, consisting of the commissioner,
7 who shall act as chairman, and six members, citizens
8 of the commonwealth, to be appointed by the gov-
9 ernor, with the advice and consent of the council.

10 One of said appointive members shall represent the
11 colleges and universities, one shall represent the
12 secondary school system, one shall represent the
13 junior college system, and the three other appointive
14 members shall represent the general public. Of the
15 appointive members originally appointed, one shall
16 be appointed for six years, one for five years, one
17 for four years, one for three years, one for two years
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18 and one for one year, and thereafter as their terms
19 expire the governor shall, with like advice and con-
20 sent, appoint a member for the term of six years.
21 Vacancies shall be filled by appointments by the
22 governor with like advice and consent, for the re-
23 mainder of the unexpired term. All members shall
24 serve until the qualification of their respective
25 successors.
26 Section 26. It shall be the duty of said board, in
27 addition to its duties under section six A of chapter
28 three, to carry out the provisions and intentions of
29 the general court, to visit, to examine, and deter-
30 mine the fitness of each institution petitioning the
31 general court for the privilege of using the designa-
32 tion of junior college and of granting the associate
33 degrees. Said board shall have the authority to ap-
34 prove such institutions and recommend to the gen-
35 eral court, after a probationary period of four years,
36 the granting of the privilege in perpetuum. The
37 board shall report its actions to the general court
38 and be subject to its final jurisdiction.
39 Section 27. Said board shall not recommend the
40 granting of authority, under the provisions of sec-
41 tion six A of chapter six to an institution unless —
42 First, The institution is a post-secondary school,
43 offering instruction on a level and to a degree of
44 thoroughness distinctly above that of the secondary
45 school and below that of advanced senior college
46 specialization, and offering either (a) a two-year
47 course of study on a collegiate level, equivalent in
48 content, scope and thoroughness to that offered in
49 the standard four-year colleges and universities, or
50 (b) a two-year terminal course of study of a voca-
51 tional or semi-professional training, or both.
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52 Second, The institution is organized under the
53 laws of the commonwealth as a non-profit educa-
54 tional institution, and shall have operated as such
55 an institution for a period of not less than three
56 years immediately prior to the filing of the petition
57 for such privilege. (The general character of the
58 institution, its professional outlook, and the char-
59 acter and quality of its leadership and personnel
60 shall be determining factors in the approval of the
61 institution.)
62 Third, The faculty of the institution consists of
63 teachers with adequate preparation and successful
64 experience in their respective training fields, and in
65 academic courses, a high percentage of the instructors
66 have satisfactorily completed one year of advanced
67 study after having attained the baccalaureate de-
68 gree, and ordinarily should possess the master’s de-
69 gree, and in terminal, semi-professional courses, in-
70 structors are able to provide evidence of a high
71 degree of proficiency in their special fields.
72 Fourth, The basis for admission to the institution
73 is the satisfactory completion of a secondary school
74 program, and the secondary school curriculum of the
75 student correlates satisfactorily with the course of
76 study he is undertaking in the institution.
77 Fifth, Requirements for graduation are based
78 upon the satisfactory completion of a minimum of
79 sixty semester hours of study, exclusive of physical
80 education, and institutions organized on other than
81 the semester hour basis give evidence of the equiva-
82 lence of the work provided. A semester hour, for
83 the purposes of this clause, is hereby defined as a
84 class, meeting for one hour weekly for at least fifteen
85 weeks.
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86 Sixth, The institution, if it undertakes to provide
87 the equivalent of the general education of the first
88 two years of the standard four-year college, gives
89 evidence that its work has been recognized by col-
90 leges, universities and professional schools, and it
91 also gives satisfactory evidence that its semi-pro-
92 fessional curricula have prepared students adequately
93 for their chosen vocation.
94 Seventh, The institution has an adequate profes-
95 sionally administered library, adequately housed,
96 properly catalogued and competently administered,
97 has an adequate supply of current periodicals, in-
98 eluding scientific and research journals, and has a
99 satisfactory annual appropriation for its continued

100 maintenance.
101 Eighth, Laboratories are adequately equipped for
102 instructional purposes with sufficient space and suit-
103 able apparatus and equipment to meet the educa-
104 tional objectives of the institution, whether they be
105 cultural or semi-professional.
106 Ninth, The material equipment of the institution,
107 including its lands, buildings, classrooms and dormi-
108 tories, is sufficient to insure efficient operation, and
109 its physical plant provides safe, sanitary and health-
110 ful conditions, as judged by modern standards.
111 Tenth, Teaching or classroom hours of teaching
112 in the institution do not exceed eighteen hours weekly,
113 and classes are ordinarily limited to thirty students
114 and the ratio of students to instructors above the
115 level of assistants does not exceed twenty to one.
116 Eleventh, The institution, if seeking to provide a
117 program equivalent to the first two years of the
118 standard college program, offers work in at least
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119 five separate departments: English, mathematics,
120 foreign languages, natural sciences and social sciences.
121 Twelfth, If the institution intends to operate a
122 junior college and a preparatory or secondary school
123 under the same administration, provision is made for
124 a separation between the two divisions of the insti-
125 tution, and junior college students and secondary
126 school students will be housed in separate quarters.
127 Thirteenth, In addition to satisfying the authori-
128 ties that it meets the provisions of a tax-free non-
129 profit educational institution, the institution submits
130 evidence of sound financial structure and operation
131 over a period of at least three years.


