
HOUSE No. 1704

Cfte Commontoealtf) of ^assacfjusetts

H ouse  of R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , May 12, 1943.
4 he committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 

so much of the annual reports of the Judicial Council 
(Pub. Doc. Xo. 144) as relates to the law of libel relative 
to truth as a defence, publication of pleadings, retraction, 
malice, effect on damages, multiple suits and defamation 
by radio (18th report, pages 39-57), report (in part) the 
accompanying bill (House, No. 1704).

For the committee,

WILLIAM E. RAMSDELL.
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Cfte Commontoealtt) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n A ct r e l a t iv e  to c h a in  l ib e l , so c a l l e d .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section ninety-four of chapter two hundred and
2 thirty-one of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the second line, the words “ has already” and
5 inserting in place thereof the words: — already has
6 brought action for or, — so as to read as follows:
7 Section 9f. In an action for libel, the defendant 
S may allege and prove in mitigation of damages that 
9 the plaintiff already has brought action foi or recovered

10 damages for, or has received or has agreed to receive
11 compensation in respect of, substantially the same
12 libel as that for which such action was brought. In
13 an action for libel or slander, he may introduce in
14 evidence, in mitigation of damages and in rebuttal
15 of evidence of actual malice, acts of the plaintiff
16 which create a reasonable suspicion that the matters
17 charged against him by the defendant are true.


