
HOUSE No. 1736• • • •

By Mr. Carman of Springfield, petition of Ernest W. Carman and 
Daniel Casey for legislation to provide for state supervision of slaugh
tering of animals. Public Health.

Cfce Commontoealti) of Massachusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

A n  A ct  pro vid in g  for  state  su per visio n  of slau g h 
t e r in g .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Sectio n  1. Chapter ninety-four of the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out section one
3 hundred and eighteen, as appearing in the Tercente-
4 nary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
5 lowing: —
6 Section 118. No person, firm or corporation shall
7 conduct or maintain a slaughterhouse, canning, salt-
8 ing, smoking or rendering establishment, or an es-
9 tablishment used for the manufacture of sausages or

10 chopped meat of any kind, who is engaged in the
11 slaughter of neat cattle, sheep or swine, the meat or
12 product of which is to be sold for food, without first
13 obtaining a license from the department of public
14 health. T‘he application for such a license shall be
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15 in such form as the department of public health
16 shall prescribe; there shall be attached thereto a
17 statement of the applicant, on oath, containing such
18 information as may be required by the said depart-
19 ment.

1 Section  2. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby fur-
2 ther amended by striking out section one hundred and
3 nineteen, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 Section 119. No such license shall be issued unless
6 the department of public health deems it advisable
7 to have a slaughterhouse in the locality where the
8 applicant proposes to establish, maintain or conduct
9 such slaughterhouse, and unless the local board of

10 health shall first certify to the department that, from
11 its inspection and examination of such slaughter-
12 house, the same is suitable therefor. All such licenses
13 shall be issued by the department and shall be sub-
14 ject to revocation by it. Licenses shall expire at the
15 end of the calendar year in which they are issued,
16 but may be renewed by application in such form as
17 the said department may prescribe. No license or
18 renewal thereof shall be transferred or assigned ex-
19 cept with the approval of the said department. For
20 the issuance of such license a fee of one hundred dol-
21 lars shall be charged, and for the renewal of any
22 license a fee of two dollars shall be charged, except
23 that any slaughterhouse duly licensed on July first,
24 nineteen hundred and forty-three, may make an ap-
25 plication before January first, nineteen hundred and
26 forty-four, for a renewal of such license, the fee for
27 which shall be two dollars.
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1 Section  3. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section one hundred
3 and twenty, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
0 Section 120. The department of public health
6 shall have supervision of all such slaughterhouses,
7 may make necessary rules for their regulation, con-
8 duct, operation and construction, and may visit and
9 inspect the same and may make all necessary rules

10 and regulations for the slaughter of neat cattle, sheep
11 and swine and for all meats and carcasses kept or
12 stored in slaughterhouses.

1 Section  4. Section one hundred and twenty A
2 of said chapter ninety-four, as so appearing, is hereby
3 repealed.

1 Section  5. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section one hundred
3 and twenty-one, as so appearing, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: — nj
5 Section 121. The department of public health
6 shall appoint one or more slaughterhouse inspectors
7 who shall be registered veterinary surgeons, and one
8 or more deputy slaughterhouse inspectors. All such
9 inspectors and deputy inspectors shall be sworn to

10 the faithful performance of their duties and shall be
11 appointed from the classified civil service list; but
12 no person whose business, in whole or in part, is the
13 slaughtering of or dealing in neat cattle, sheep or
14 swine, or who is an officer, agent or employee of any
15 person engaged in the business of slaughtering or
16 dealing in neat cattle, sheep or swine, shall be ap-
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17 pointed an inspector or deputy inspector. Any such
18 inspectors or deputy inspectors may be removed at
19 any time by the said department when, in the opinion
20 of the commissioner of public health, such inspector
21 or deputy inspector does not properly perform the
22 duties of his office. The department of public health
23 may appoint special inspectors, having such quali-
24 fications as the said department may determine, to
25 perform the inspections required under the provisions
26 of section one hundred and thirty-three of this chapter.
27 Each inspector, deputy inspector and special inspector
28 shall receive from the said department reasonable
29 compensation and traveling and other expenses in-
30 curred in the performance of his duties.

1 S ection  6. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section one hundred
3 and twenty-two, as so appearing, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: —
5 Section 122. All inspectors and deputy inspectors
6 shall perform such duties and have such powers as
7 the department of public health shall prescribe by
8 rules and regulations adopted in accordance with
9 the provisions of section one hundred and twenty.

1 S ection  7. Section one hundred and twenty-three
2 of said chapter ninety-four, as amended by section
3 fifteen of chapter one hundred and eighty of the acts
4 of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, is hereby fur-
5 ther amended by striking out, in the first and second
6 lines, the words “ , officers, agents and assistants men-
7 tioned in the preceding section” and inserting in place
8 thereof the words: — and deputy inspectors, — so
9 as to read as follows: — Section 123. Inspectors and
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10 deputy inspectors shall visit and keep under observa-
11 tion each place within their respective districts where
12 neat cattle, sheep, swine or other animals intended for
13 slaughter or for sale or use as food are delivered from
14 transportation, and shall have at all times free access
15 to each such place and to each railroad train or car or
16 other vehicle in which such animals are transported,
17 to prevent, detect and punish violations of section one
18 hundred and thirty-eight.

1 Section  8. Section one hundred and twenty-four
2 of said chapter ninety-four, as appearing in the Ter-
3 centenary Edition, is hereby repealed.

1 Section  9. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section one hundred
3 and twenty-five, as so appearing, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following: —
5 Section 125. No licensee under section one hun-
6 dred and nineteen shall slaughter or cause to be
7 slaughtered animals on any days other than those
8 specified in the application for such license, or except
9 in the presence of an inspector or deputy inspector;

10 but he may at any time, subject to the approval of
11 the department of public health, change the days for
12 slaughtering animals by giving at least seven days’
13 written notice thereof to said department.

1 Section  10. Section one hundred and twenty-six
2 of said chapter ninety-four, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the first and second lines,
4 the words “ appointed by the local board of health,
5 or member of such board of health acting as such
6 inspector,” and inserting in place thereof the words: —
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7 or deputy inspector, — and by striking out, in the
8 eighth line, the word “ member” and inserting in place
9 thereof the word : — deputy, — so as to read as fol-

10 lows: — Section 126. An inspector or deputy in-
11 spector shall be present at each licensed slaughter-
12 house or establishment upon each day when slaughter-
13 ing is allowed by law to be carried on therein and shall
14 carefully examine the carcasses of all animals at the
15 time of slaughter. Such inspection shall be made in
16 such manner and under such rules and regulations as
17 the department of public health may determine and
18 direct. If, in the opinion of such inspector or deputy,
19 any carcass, or any meat or product thereof is diseased,
20 corrupted, unwholesome or unfit for food, he shall
21 seize it and cause it to be destroyed, as provided in
22 section one hundred and forty-six.

1 Section  11. Section one hundred and twenty-seven
2 of said chapter ninety-four, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the fifth line, the word
4 “ under” and inserting in place thereof the words: —
5 in accordance with the provisions of, — so as to read
6 as follows: — Section 127. In a slaughtering estab-
7 lishment wherein inspection and branding are not
8 carried on under the rules and regulations for the
9 inspection of live stock and other products, estab

lo lished by the United States department of agriculture
11 in accordance with acts of congress, the carcasses of
12 animals slaughtered in accordance with the provisions
13 of sections one hundred and eighteen, one hundred
14 and nineteen, one hundred and twenty-five and one
15 hundred and twenty-six shall at the time of slaughter,
16 if not condemned, be stamped or branded by the
17 inspector thereof in like manner as those inspected
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18 by the United States bureau of animal industry for
19 interstate commerce by a stamp or brand designed
20 for the purpose by the department of public health,
21 which shall be furnished by it to the board of health
22 of a town applying therefor. Each package contain-
23 ing meats so stamped or branded by the inspector
24 as aforesaid, before it has been shipped from the
25 slaughtering establishment, shall have properly se-
26 cured to it a tag bearing the words “ Massachusetts,
27 Inspected, Passed” , which tag may be so attached
28 by the licensee. Such stamps and tags shall be uni-
29 form in design throughout the commonwealth, but
30 shall contain the name of the town where used.

1 Sectio n  12. Section one hundred and twenty-eight
2 of said chapter ninety-four, as so appearing, is hereby
3 repealed.

1 Section  13. Section one hundred and twenty-
2 nine of said chapter ninety-four, as so appearing, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in the first. line, the
4 word “ under” and inserting in place thereof the
5 words: — in accordance with the provisions of, — so
6 as to read as follows: — Section 129. Carcasses of 
/ animals slaughtered in accordance with the provisions
8 of sections one hundred and eighteen, one hundred
9 and nineteen and one hundred and twenty-five to

10 one hundred and twenty-seven, inclusive, and not
11 stamped or branded as provided in section one hun-
12 dred and twenty-seven, shall be deemed unfit for
13 human food and shall not be sold or offered for sale.

1 Section  14. Said chapter ninety-four is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section one hundred
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3 and thirty, as so appearing, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 Section 130. Whoever sells, or offers for sale, or
6 has in his possession with intent to sell, a carcass or
7 any part thereof required by section one hundred and
8 twenty-seven to be stamped or branded, and which
9 has not been stamped or branded as therein provided,

10 or whoever, not being a duly appointed inspector or
11 deputy inspector, stamps or brands a carcass or any
12 part thereof required by said section to be stamped
13 or branded, or whoever being a duly appointed in-
14 spector or deputy inspector permits or allows the
15 use of his stamp or brand by one not a duly appointed
16 inspector or deputy inspector, or whoever counter-
17 feits any stamp or brand required by section one
18 hundred and twenty-seven, or whoever stamps or
19 brands any carcass or any part thereof with any
20 counterfeit stamp or brand, shall be punished by a
21 fine or not more than one hundred,, dollars or by im-
22 prisonment for not more than two months, or both.

1 Section  15. . Section one hundred and thirty-
2 three of said chapter ninety-four, as so appearing, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “ in-
4 spected” in the seventh line, the words: — within
5 forty-eight hours after notice by such person to the
6 department of public health requesting that such
7 inspection be made, — so as to read as follows: —
8 Section 133. Sections one hundred and eighteen,
9 one hundred and nineteen, one hundred and twenty-

10 five to one hundred and twenty-seven, inclusive, one
11 hundred and twenty-nine and one hundred and thirty,
12 shall not apply to a person not engaged in the slaugh-
13 tering business, who, upon his own premises and not
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14 in a slaughter house, slaughters his own neat cattle,
15 sheep or swine, but the carcass of any such animal,
16 intended for sale, shall be inspected within forty-
17 eight hours after notice by such person to the depart-
18 ment of public health requesting that such inspection
19 be made, and, unless condemned, shall be stamped
20 or branded under section one hundred and twenty-
21 seven by an inspector at the time of slaughter.

1 Section  16. Section one hundred and thirty-
2 four of said chapter ninety-four, as so appearing, is
3 hereby amended by inserting after the word “ sec-
4 tions” in the first line the words: — one hundred and
5 eighteen, — so as to read as follows: — Section 134.
6 Whoever violates any provision of sections one hun-
7 dred and eighteen, one hundred and nineteen, one
8 hundred and twenty-five, one hundred and twenty-
9 six and one hundred and thirty-three shall be punished

10 by a fine of not more than five hundred dollars or by
11 imprisonment for not more than two months, or both.

1 Section  17. Section one hundred and thirty-eight
2 of said chapter ninety-four, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the seventh to the ninth
4 lines, the words “ or the carcass, or any part or product
5 thereof, of any calf weighing less than forty pounds
6 when dressed, with head, feet, hide and entrails re-
7 moved,” — so as to read as follows: — Section 138.
8 Whoever sells, offers or exposes for sale or delivers or
9 causes or authorizes to be sold, offered or exposed for

10 sale or delivered for use as food the carcass, or any
11 part or product thereof, of any animal which has
12 come to its death in any manner or by any means
13 other than by slaughter or killing while in a healthy
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14 condition, or which at the time of its death was unfit
15 for use as food, by reason of disease, exhaustion,
16 abuse, neglect or otherwise, shall be punished by a
17 fine of not more than two hundred dollars or by im-
18 prisonment for not more than six months.

1 Sectio n  18. Section one hundred and fifty-one of
2 said chapter ninety-four, as so appearing, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in the third line, the word
4 “ four”  and inserting in place thereof the word: —
5 two, — so as to read as follows: — Section 151. Who-
6 ever kills or causes to be killed or knowingly sells,
7 offers or exposes for sale or has in his possession with
8 intent to sell for food the veal of a calf killed when
9 less than two weeks old shall be punished by a fine of

10 not more than one hundred dollars or by imprison-
11 rnent for not more than two months, or both.

1 Section  19. Section nine of chapter one hundred
2 and eleven of the General Laws, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended by striking
4 out, in the third, fourth and fifth lines, the words

'5 in addition to the powers given by sections one
6 hundred and twenty-one to one hundred and twenty-
7 three, inclusive, of chapter ninety-four, ”  — so as to
8 read as follows: -— Section 9. In the performance of
9 the duties relative to the sale of drugs and food the

10 commissioner may appoint and remove inspectors,
11 analysts and chemists. Such inspectors shall have
12 the same power and authority relative to drugs, food
13 and milk as is given inspectors of milk by sections
14 thirty-five and sixty of said chapter. Whoever hin-
15 ders, obstructs or in any way interferes with any such
16 inspector, analyst or chemist in the performance of
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17 his official duty shall for the first offence be punished
18 by a fine of not more than fifty dollars, and for a
19 subsequent offence by a fine of not more than one
20 hundred dollars.

1 Section  20. Section one hundred and fifty-one
2 of said chapter one hundred and eleven, as so appear-
3 ing, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “ establishment” in the third line the words: — for
5 purposes other than those set forth in section one
6 hundred and eighteen of chapter ninety-four, — so
7 that the first sentence will read as follows: — No per-
8 son shall occupy or use a building for carrying on the
9 business of slaughtering cattle, sheep or other ani-

10 mals, or for a melting or rendering establishment for
11 purposes other than those set forth in section one
12 hundred and eighteen of chapter ninety-four, or for
13 other noxious or offensive trade and occupation, or
14 permit or allow said trade or occupation to be carried
15 on upon premises owned or occupied by him, without
16 first obtaining the written consent and permission of
17 the mayor and city council, or of the selectmen, or, in
18 any town having a population of more than five thou-
19 sand, of the board of health, if any, of the town where
20 the building or premises are situated.
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