
HOUSE No. 1829• • • •

C Jje  C o m m o n to e a ltf)  o f ^ a s s a c fju s e t t s

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
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To the Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives:

I am returning to you herewith under Amendment 
LVI to the Constitution “ An Act relative to the retire
ment of certain officers in the Division of State Police in 
the Department of Public Safety,”  with the recommenda
tion that the Amendment to Section 68c of Chapter 32 
of the General Laws inserted by Section 3 of Chapter 503 
of the Acts of 1939 be stricken out and that said section 
be amended as follows:

“ Section  68. Any officer or inspector of the department of public 
safety who began continuous service prior to July 1, 1921, or any 
officer or inspector whose last appointment was under section 6 of 
chapter 22 and who was so last appointed on or after September 1, 
1921 who has performed service in the division of state police in the 
department of public safety for not less than twenty years, shall be 
retired by the state board of retirement upon attaining age fifty-five, 
or upon the expiration of such twenty years, whichever later occurs, 
unless the board appointed in accordance with the provisions of 
Chapter 503 of the Acts of 1939 certifies when the officer or inspector 
has reached his 55th birthday and annually thereafter to the Com
missioner of Public Safety that the mental and physical condition 
of the officer or inspector is such that he should be continued in em
ployment, but in any event no officer or inspector appointed under 
section 6 of chapter 22 shall remain beyond his sixty-fifth birthday. 
An officer appointed under section nine A of said chapter who has 
performed service in the division of state police in the department of 
public safety for not less than twenty years shall be retired by said 
board upon attaining age fifty, or upon the expiration of said twenty 
years, whichever last occurs. Any former inspector of the district 
police transferred to the state board of labor and industries under
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authority of section eight of chapter seven hundred and twenty-six 
of the acts of nineteen hundred and twelve shall, for the purposes of 
this section, be deemed an inspector of the department of public 
safety.”

I make this recommendation in the interest of the 
best service of the Department. Under the present law, 
a State police officer is retired at fifty years. This amend
ment will retire an officer or inspector at the age of fifty- 
five unless the medical board annually determines there
after that he is physically and mentally fit. In that 
event, he may retain his position as an officer or inspector 
until his sixty-fifth birthday. Thereafter, he is auto
matically retired under the provisions of the law.

With this amendment, I believe that the pensioning 
of officers and inspectors in the Division of State Police 
and in the Division of Inspection in the Department of 
Public Safety is made uniform.

LEVERETT SALTONSTALL,
Governor o f the Commonwealth.


