
SENATE .... No. 17

To accompany the petition of the Massachusetts State Federation
of Labor, by Thomas E. Wilkinson, for legislation to provide for the
payment of unemployment compensation in certain cases where the
stoppage of work is caused by a labor dispute. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act providing for the payment of unemployment

COMPENSATION IN CERTAIN CASES WHERE THE STOP-

PAGE OF WORK IS CAUSED BY A LABOR DISPUTE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and fifty-one Aof the General
2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out subsection ( b )

3 of section sixteen and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:
5 (b) No benefits shall be paid to an individual under
6 this chapter for any week with respect to which the
7 director finds that his total unemployment is due to a
8 stoppage of work which exists because of a labor dis-
-9 pute at the factory, establishment or other premises at

10 which ho was last employed; provided, that this sub-
-11 section shall not apply in any case in which such stop-
-12 page of work or such labor dispute resulted from or
13 exists or continues because of the failure of the em-
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14 ployer to comply with the provisions of the National
15 Labor Relations Act or of the Massachusetts State
16 Labor Relations Act, or the terms of an existing agree-

-17 ment between the employer and some or all of his em-

-18 ployees relative to wages, hours and conditions of

19 employment, or from the employer’s refusal to submit
20 the issues involved to arbitration or to abide by the

21 decision of an arbitration board; and provided, that

22 this subsection shall not under any circumstances dis-
-23 qualify an otherwise eligible claimant for a period of

24 more than five weeks; and provided, further, that this
25 subsection shall not apply if it is shown to the satis-
-26 faction of the director that
27 (1) He is not participating in or financing or directly
28 interested in the labor dispute which caused the stop-

29 page of work; and that
30 (2) He does not belong to a grade or class of workers
31 of which, immediately before the commencement of

32 the stoppage, there were members employed at the
33 premises at which the stoppage occurs, any of whom
34 are participating in or financing or directly interested
35 in the dispute; provided, that if, in any case, separate

36 branches of work which are commonly conducted as

37 separate businesses in separate premises are conducted
38 in separate departments of the same premises, each
39 such department may, for the purposes of this sub-
-40 section, be deemed to be a separate factory, establish-
41 ment or other premises.
42 For the purpose of these subsections the payment of
43 regular union dues or assessments shall not be con

44 strued as participating in or financing a labor dispute


