
SENATE No. 88
To accompany the petition of Joseph S. Shubow for legislation to

prohibit the libel or slander of racial and religious groups. Constitu-
tional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act prohibiting the libel of racial and religious

GROUPS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and seventy-two of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after section ninety-
-4 eight the following new section: -
5 Any person who shall print, write multigraph or in
6 any manner whatever make or produce or by any
7 means set out and make legible, in any language:
8 (a) Any book, speech, article, statement, circular
9 or pamphlet which in any way, in any part thereof,

10 incites, counsels, promotes, or advocates hatred,
11 violence, or hostility against any group or groups of
12 persons residing or being in this commonwealth, by
13 reason of race, color, religion or manner of worship;
14 or
15 (6) Any constitution, by-laws, rules, regulation or
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record of any proceedings of any organization, asso-
ciation, corporation, society, order, club, or meeting
of three or more persons, which in any way incites,
counsels, promotes or advocates hatred, violence or
hostility against any group or groups of persons re-
siding or being in this commonwealth, by reason of
race, color, religion or manner of worship; or
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(c) Any picture, photograph, emblem, representa-
tion, sign or token which in any way incites, counsels,
promotes, advocates, or symbolizes hatred, violence
or hostility against any group or groups of persons
residing or being in this commonwealth, by reason of
race, color, religion or manner of worship, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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Any person who shall have in his possession, for
the purpose or with intent to utter, sell, give away,
circulate, distribute or exhibit to the view of another,
or any person who shall utter, sell, give away, circu-
late, send, transmit, distribute or exhibit to the view
of another:
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(a) Any book, speech, article, statement, circular,
pamphlet or other written, printed or multigraphed
matter, made or produced in any manner whatsoever,
in any language, or by any means set out and made
legible, which in any way, in any part thereof, incites,
counsels, promotes or advocates hatred, violence, or
hostility against any group or groups of persons re-
siding or being in this commonwealth, by reason of
race, color, religion or manner of worship; or
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(5) Any constitution, by-laws, rules, regulations or
records of any proceeding or purporting to be such,
of any organization, association, corporation, society,
order, club or meeting of three or more persons, made
or produced in any manner, or by any means set out
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and made legible, in any language, which in any way,
in any part thereof, incites, counsels, promotes, or
advocates hatred, violence, or hostility against any
group or groups of persons residing or being in this
commonwealth, by reason of race, color, religion or
manner of worship; or
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(c) Any picture, photograph, emblem, represen-
tation, sign or token made or produced in any man-
ner, which in any way incites, counsels, promotes, or
advocates hatred, violence, or hostility against any
group or groups of persons residing or being in this
commonwealth by reason of race, color, religion or
manner of worship, shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor.
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Any person who shall exhibit or display at any
meeting of three or more persons or in any parade,
public or private, or in any public place, any flag,
banner, emblem, picture, photograph, representation,
tableau, performance, sign or token, which in any
way incites, counsels, promotes, or advocates hatred,
violence, or hostility against any group or groups of
persons residing or being in this commonwealth by
reason of race, color, religion or manner of worship,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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Any person who shall, in the presence of two or

more persons, in any language, make or utter any
speech, statement or declaration, which in any way
incites, counsels, promotes, or advocates hatred,
abuse, violence or hostility against any group or
groups of persons residing or being in this common-
wealth by reason of race, color, religion or manner of
worship, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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Any owner, lessee, manager, agent or other person
who shall knowingly let or hire out, or permit the use
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of any building, structure, auditorium, hall or room,
or any part thereof, whether licensed or not, to or
for the use of any organization, association, society,
order, club, group or meeting of three or more persons
where it is purposed or intended to hold any meeting
or assembly of three or more persons whereat any
provision or provisions of the three preceding para-
graphs hereof are to be violated, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor; and any person or persons who shall
knowingly hire any such building, structure, audi-
torium, hall, or room, or any part thereof, for the
purpose of using or permitting the same to be used
by others for the purpose of violating any provision
or provisions of the three preceding paragraphs
hereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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Any person who shall from any station, studio,
radio transmission equipment, microphone, or any
other equipment or device of any nature or kind,
located within this commonwealth, broadcast or
make audible to others, within this commonwealth,
through any radio receiving set, device or equipment
of any nature or kind, located within this common-
wealth, in any language, any speech, declaration,
statement or pronouncement which in any way in-
cites, counsels, promotes or advocates hatred, vio-
lence or hostility against any group or groups of
persons residing or being within this commonwealth,
by reason of race, color, religion or manner of worship
of such group or groups shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor; and the owner of any such station, studio,
radio transmission equipment, microphone, or any
other equipment or device of any nature or kind, for
the transmission of sound, who shall knowingly per-
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Mit the same or any part thereof to be used for such
purpose, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Any person, firm, corporation or association vio-
lating any provision of this act, shall be punished by
a fine of not more than one thousand dollars, nor less
than one hundred dollars, or by the imprisonment
not exceeding one year, nor less than one month, or
by both such fine and imprisonment, in the discretion
of the court.




