
SENATE 103

To accompany the petition of John D. Mackay for legislation to
increase and further define the powers and duties of the administra-
tive committee of the district courts, other than the municipal court
of the city of Boston. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act increasing and further defining the pow-

ers AND DUTIES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE

OF THE DISTRICT COURTS, OTHER THAN THE MUNICIPAL

COURT OF THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and eighteen of the General
2 Laws, as amended by chapter six hundred and eighty-
-3 two of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-one, is
4 hereby further amended by inserting at the end of
5 the first paragraph the following sentence: The
6 committee may, in addition to other powers and
7 duties under this section, prohibit the practice of
8 motor vehicle tort cases by the justices of the dis-
-9 trict courts, so that the first paragraph will read

10 as follows: Section I+3A. There shall be an admin-
-11 istrative committee of the district courts, other than
12 the municipal court of the city of Boston, which shall
13 consist of five justices of such district courts, ap-
-14 pointed by the chief justice of the supreme judicial
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15 court, each for a period not exceeding two years as
16 said chief justice may determine. Any such justice
17 may be reappointed. The committee shall be author-
-18 ized to visit any district court, other than the munici-
-19 pal court of the city of Boston, or any trial justice,
20 as a committee or by subcommittee, to require uni-
-21 form practices, to prescribe forms of blanks and rec-
-22 ords, and to superintend the keeping of records by
23 clerks and by trial justices. The committee shall
24 have general superintendence of all the district courts,
25 other than the municipal court of the city of Boston,
26 and their clerks and other officers; but, except as
27 otherwise provided by law, shall have no power to
28 appoint any such officers. The committee may regu-
-29 late the assignment of special justices in such district
30 courts, determine the number of simultaneous ses-
-31 sions which may be held by any such district court,
32 the sittings of special justices, and, subject to the
33 provisions of section fifteen, shall determine the times
34 for holding criminal and civil sessions. Without lim-
-35 iting the generality of the foregoing, the committee
36 shall require records to be kept which shall be avail-
-37 able to the general court and which shall show the
38 hours of opening and adjourning of court and any
39 simultaneous session thereof on each day, the names
40 of the justices and special justices holding court or
41 a simultaneous session thereof, and any other infor-
-42 mation which may generally assist in the determina-
-43 tion of the nature and volume of, and the time re-
-44 quired to complete, all work done by any of such
45 district courts. The committee may, in addition to
46 other powers and duties under this section, prohibit
47 the practice of motor vehicle tort cases by the justices
48 of the district courts.


