
SENATE 173

To accompany the petition of James P. McAndrews for legislation
to prevent the collection of bills, accounts and other indebtedness by
advertising the same for sale or by other means involving the use or
threatened use of publicity. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Three.

An Act to prevent the collection of bills, accounts
AND OTHER INDEBTEDNESS BY ADVERTISING THE SAME

FOR SALE OR BY OTHER MEANS INVOLVING THE USE OR

THREATENED USE OF PUBLICITY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter two hundred and seventy-two of the Gen-
-2 era! Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section
3 ninety-seven A, inserted by chapter one hundred and
4 sixty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-
-5 four, the following new section:
6 Section 978. The collection or attempted collec-
-7 tion of any bill, account or other indebtedness by
8 printing, publishing or circulating, or causing to be
9 printed, published or circulated, any advertisement

10 or other matter wherein it is made to appear, by offer-
-11 ing such bill, account or other indebtedness for sale,
12 or otherwise, that the same is owed by any particular
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13 person and wherein is stated the name or address of
14 such person or any other information tending to
15 identify him, or by any other similar method, or by
16 means of any printed or written communication
17 wherein the use of any such method of collection is
18 threatened, is hereby prohibited; but this prohibition
19 shall not apply to any matter printed, published or
20 circulated, or cause to be printed, published or circu-
-21 lated, by a public officer or other person acting under
22 authority of law or pursuant to an order of a court of
23 competent jurisdiction. Any person collecting or
24 attempting to collect any bill, account or other in-
-25 debtedness by any method or means hereinbefore
26 prohibited, or aiding or assisting therein by soliciting
27 or obtaining the right to collect or receive payment
28 for another of any bill, account or indebtedness, or
29 aiding or assisting in such collection or attempted col-
-30 lection in any other manner, shall be punished by a fine
31 of not more than five hundred dollars, or by imprison-
-32 ment for not more than one year, or both, and in
33 addition shall be liable in an action of tort to a person
34 injured by any act hereby prohibited, in which action
35 such person shall be entitled to recover exemplary or
36 punitive damages of not less than fifty nor more than
37 three hundred dollars, in addition to such actual dam-
-38 ages, if any, as he may suffer as the result of the doing
39 of such act.


